
Kingdom Come 
Week 3: You Believe it to See it 
John 2:1-11 

Introduction: 
We are entering a time in the Christian Year called Epiphany, the celebration of the Magi and 
the first manifestation of Jesus to the Gentiles. What does this mean? Jesus came for the whole 
world. Right now, we join with billions of other Christians around the world as we pause to 
reflect on and call each other to continue the mission of Jesus Christ.  

Quick Recap: 
The last two weeks we talked about the legs of the gospel.  
What was it that brought billions of people to the feet of Jesus?   

1. Live charitable love. 
2. Proclaim the name of that love, share the story of Jesus.  

 

Opening Illustration: 
Location, location, location.  
Leslie and I have owned 5 homes. A few of those were flips. If there is one thing we have 
learned over the years about buying, selling, and flipping homes, location matters a lot. The 
schools, safety of the community, proximity to services and goods. It’s all a big deal. This is also 
very true of us. We need to know the location of our hearts. What resides in our hearts? By 
heart I mean our “telos,” or what drives us. Where our minds and hearts reside. It’s the lens 
that shapes how we view everything.   
For example: 

• If your heart resides in the belief that you are a victim you will see proofs of that 
everywhere you look.  

• If your heart resides in the belief that you are worthless you will see proofs of that 
everywhere you look.  

• If your heart resides in the belief that a God can’t exist you will look at incredible 
evidence in something like a finetuned universe and still ruthlessly look for another 
reason.  

This goes both ways. 

• If you believe you are loved, you will begin to see it. Even in something as small as a pet.  

• If you believe you are valuable you will see how you can offer something good into the 
world.  

• If you believe God exists, you will begin to see evidence for it everywhere.  
 
Knowing where your heart resides sets trajectory for so much in life.  



John 2:1-11 
The Wedding at Cana 
John 2:1-11 
2 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 
2 Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, the mother 
of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this 
have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.” 6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of 
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with 
water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them, “Now draw some out and 
take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it. 9 When the master of the feast tasted the 
water now become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had 
drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, 
“Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. 
But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in 
Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him.   
 

• The wedding party’s running out of wine may be seen as symbolizing the spiritual 
barrenness of first-century Judaism, especially against an OT background that viewed 
wine (but never drunkenness) as a sign of joy and God’s blessing (Ps. 104:15; Prov. 3:10; 
cf. Matt. 26:29; Crossway, 2008).  

o Let this sink in. Wine represents joy, celebration, favor, and abundance. The first 
public miracle of Christ was literally a symbol of the favor of God.  

o Even the statement “you kept the good wine until now” is a powerful symbol of 
Christ. He is the good wine.  

o Turning to Jesus is turning into the favor of God.   
 

• This act does not only display the power of God but the favor and intent of God.  
o God is powerful over nature.  
o God wants to speak into our daily lives.  
o God wants us to find joy and abundance.  
o It all happens through Christ.  
o This Cana story provided an epiphany, a manifestation (ephanerōsen) of Jesus’ 

glory. The theme of glory (doxa) introduced in 1:14 does not merely include 
ideas of bright lights and mythical halos, which is a common way for people to 
describe glory. But glory in John is derived from the Old Testament idea of God’s 
kābōd, which implies the mighty power of God evidenced in epiphanies or 
perceived manifestations of that power (e.g., Exod 16:6–10; 24:15–17; 33:18–23; 
40:34). In John the mighty power of God is to be perceived as revealed in Jesus. 
The signs therefore point the reader to the reality that the God of the Old 
Testament has acted anew in Christ Jesus (The New American Commentary, 
Borchert, 1996). 

 



• Not everyone understood or “saw” the miracle.  It’s amazing how people can look at 
miraculous things and still stay blind. God must open our eyes to “get it.” Though belief 
is reasonable, you don’t reason your way into belief.  It’s when you believe that you can 
see.  

o Not everyone in the Gospel of John “saw” or understood who Jesus really was. 
Only those with special insight were able to perceive the manifestations of Jesus’ 
true self. When the Word became flesh and tented among humanity, not 
everyone perceived the glory (1:14; The New American Commentary, Borchert, 
1996). 

• Listen to Dr. Francis Collins, founder of the Human Genome project and arguably one of 
the brightest biologists alive today, tell the story of him seeing the world through 
believing eyes.  

o “In this modern era of cosmology, evolution, and the human genome, is there 
still the possibility of a richly satisfying harmony between the scientific and 
spiritual worldviews? I answer with a resounding yes! In my view, there is no 
conflict in being a rigorous scientist and a person who believes in a God who 
takes a personal interest in each one of us. Science’s domain is to explore 
nature. God’s domain is in the spiritual world, a realm not possible to explore 
with the tools and language of science. It must be examined with the heart, the 
mind, and the soul—and the mind must find a way to embrace both realms.” -
Francis Collins (Collins, The Language of God)  

• Or what about Arno Penzias, the Nobel Prize–winning scientist who co-discovered the 
cosmic microwave background radiation that provided strong support for the Big Bang.  

o “The best data we have are exactly what I would have predicted, had I nothing to 
go on but the five Books of Moses, the Psalms, the Bible as a whole.” -Arno 
Penzias (Collins, The Language of God) 
 

• If the ancient philosophers are right and our “telos” (or lens of desires) drive us, then it 
is true. You don’t reason your way to belief; when you believe it becomes most 
reasonable. (Smith, You are What you Love) 

Final Thoughts: 
• I want to go back to the text one last time. Look at verse 7. Jesus said to the servants, 

“Fill the jars with water.”  And they filled them up to the brim. The servants didn’t 
perform the miracle but God allows them to participate. God allows us to participate in 
his miracles. The weight of their efficacy isn’t on us, we are just called to believe and 
obey.  
 

• This is true in someone’s salvation too. We are called to proclaim the good news but the 
true opening of their eyes is between God and them.  
 

• So, what do we do?  



Next Steps Cards: 
• Pray that God would open their eyes.  

• Commit to be obedient sharers of the gospel.  

• If you commit to pray for a miracle and have a spiritual conversation with someone 
specific I want you to write their name on the card again and come and light the candle. 
Remember the effect is in the hands of God. We are just called to obedience in faith.  
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Borchert, G. L. (1996). The New American Commentary: John 1–11 (Vol. 25A, pp. 157–158). 
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