
Kingdom Come 
Week 2: Unleashing the power of God in you.    
John 1:14-18 

Introduction: 
We are entering a time in the Christian Year called Epiphany, the celebration of the Magi and 
the first manifestation of Jesus to the Gentiles. What does this mean? Jesus came for the whole 
world. Right now, we join with billions of other Christians around the world as we pause to 
reflect on and call each other to continue the mission of Jesus Christ.  
 
This week we talk about unleashing the power of God in you.  
 
Opening thought: 
Take a moment and describe the good life. 
Let me be more specific. Write out what you think you need to achieve “the good life.”  
Almost all of us describe the good life primarily as a getting. It’s a list of things you want to have 
that you don’t have now. How many of us have a goal list of giving? Not many… Most of us love 
taking not giving. For most it is a life of getting not giving away that we strive for.  
 
“The place we unconsciously strive toward is what ancient philosophers of habit called our telos-
-our goal, our end. But the telos we live toward is not something we primarily know or believe or 
think about; rather, our telos is what we want, what we long for, what we crave.”  -James 
Smith, “You are what you Love” 
 
Are you aware of what you love?  

To the Text: 
John 1:14-18  
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and cried 
out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law 
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen 
God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.  
 

• Dwelt among us means more literally “pitched his tent” (Gk. skēnoō), an allusion to 
God’s dwelling among the Israelites in the tabernacle (cf. Ex. 25:8–9; 33:7).  Later, 
through the Holy Spirit, Christ will make into a temple both the church (1 Cor. 3:16) and 
a Christian’s body (1 Cor. 6:19). (Crossway Study Bible, 2008) 

 

• There is an interesting chain of events happening here. Pay attention to our narrative.  



o God interacts with men through the temple and points to a day when God will 
dwell personally with them in person. 

o Christ is the indwelling of God to dwell alongside people and points to a day 
when God will dwell in people through the Holy Spirit.  

o The Holy Spirit comes, gives us gifts and empowers us to help point people back 
to God.  

o The Trinity is a family of charitable love.  
o God points to Jesus, Jesus points to the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit empowers 

us to point others to God. Yet, we far too often use all that God has given us to 
point to ourselves.  
 

• Can you see it? From creation to the cross, even heaven itself, the deepest and truest 
power has always been love. When you embrace charitable love, you unlock the most 
powerful agency in the universe.  
 

• Do you walk in love?  
 

• What if God was to double your assets and influence tomorrow? What would you point 
to and edify with them?  

o Double your leadership talent. 
o Double your income. 
o Double your influence.  
o Double your free time.  
o If you were given your heart’s desire tomorrow what would you use it for?  
o Would this increase really point people back to God or would you use it to say, 

“Look how talented I am”?  

Final Thoughts: 
• This all begs a great question. What exactly does being the “tabernacle” of God look like?  

o The main idea to embrace: We want to train Christian Charity. Think of walking. There 
are two legs that carry you forward. Meet their needs and share the gospel.  

 

Next Steps Cards: 
• This week let’s focus on thinking charitably. Think of the person God put on your heart from last 

week. Next, I want you to stop and ponder their needs. Write them out on your decision card. 
Come forward and pray over their needs by placing your card in the basket and stopping at a 
candle and praying over them. Begin to ask God for awareness of their situation and pray for 
insight in how you could act on it.  

 

Resources: 
The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jn 1:14–18). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
Crossway Bibles. (2008). The ESV Study Bible (p. 2020). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 



James K.A. Smith, You Are What You Love: The Spiritual Power of Habit 
https://www.adweek.com/digital/rawhide-selfies-infographic/ 
Arn, Win https://www.evangelismcoach.org/personal-invitations-to-church-are-most-effective/  
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