
Kingdom Come 
Week 1: A voice in the Wilderness  
John 1:19-34 

Introduction: 
We are entering a time in the Christian Year called Epiphany, the celebration of the Magi and 
the first manifestation of Jesus to the Gentiles. What does this mean? Jesus came for the whole 
world. Right now we join with billions of other Christians around the world as we pause to 
reflect on and call each other to continue the mission of Jesus Christ.  
 
Dave, one of my accountability partners asked me to describe my relationship with God and 
write it down.  
So, I did.  
  
Over this year I have seen God as more loving and good than ever before. My holiness roots, as 
wonderful as they are, provided an unintended byproduct. I viewed God as a disciplinarian, a 
divine corrective agent. It was easy to view God and easy to believe God cared about me and 
wanted me to be good but difficult for me to believe he was… well, nice and kind, especially 
towards me. I felt more like a rebellious kid with a good father that was more coach than 
daddy. A series of amazing realizations adjusted this perspective. God made everything that is 
beautiful and created me to enjoy it. From great food, to the seashore and mountains, even 
sexual intimacy. He didn't just make us, he made things for us to enjoy. Even before the fall of 
man God made immeasurable beauty on land, sea and sky. Before the fall God made Adam and 
Eve. Two different beings that compliment each other, that can enjoy each other. Even before 
the fall God made food and not only the stomach, but taste buds to enjoy it! God also sent His 
son Jesus to help us find our way back to an Eden, a future Paradise. My relationship with God 
in some ways is starting over at about 40 years old. I don't see Him primarily as a corrective 
punishing coach but as a good Father who loves and wants to rescue us.  
I am child. He is daddy. 
Even evangelism has changed for me. Instead of my primary desire evangelistically being a 
desire to combat bad ideology, I want to help rescue them. I want people to find this love too. 
The same apologetic conversations can take place but the driver has changed and is continuing 
to change to love. I want you to find Jesus not primarily because you are wrong and I am right 
but because He is so good!  

To the Text: 
(Talk through John 1:19-34. Read aloud 29-34) 
John 1:29-34 
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I 
came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: “I 



saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not 
know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the 
Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and 
have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”  
 

• There are two important observations and one big idea.  
1. Jesus takes away the sin of the world. He removes our condemnation.  
2. The Spirit of God did not merely descend on Jesus but remained on Him. In the 

Old Testament the Spirit would come upon people for a specific activity. Here 
Jesus himself is the activity favored by God.  

3. Remember John the Baptist is the last of the OT prophets.  
 

• The big idea is this: John’s purpose was not to build his own kingdom but work to build 
Christ’s. This is so counter cultural.  

• We live in a culture obsessed with being the center of attention.  
▪ More people die from taking selfies than from shark attacks. 
▪ 55 percent of millennials have taken selfies and shared them via social 

media. 
▪ 74 percent of all images shared on Snapchat are selfies. 
▪ 1,000 selfies are posted to Instagram every 10 seconds. 
▪ There are 93 million selfies each day, which would represent 2,583,333 

rolls of film. (Adweek, Jan 3, 2019) 
 

• One of the prayers I pray often is to combat this in my own heart. “Lord, help me 
to build a foundation for the next generation rather than a platform for myself.” 
This deeply lines up with my life verse, Luke 1:17. We need a generation of 
people who are more interested in making Jesus and His message famous and 
influential than themselves.  
 

• What do you work to build when you interact with people?  
▪ In person, social media, at work, even in your family. Most people are 

working to build their image, their “resume.” Weather you are working to 
draw awe or pity you are still working to draw attention to yourself.  

▪ I challenge you to stop and analyze your last 25 posts on social media. 
What is central idea you were trying to communicate?  

▪ “The friendship factor. We’ve asked more than 50,000 people over the 
last 10 years why they came to church, and between 75 and 90 percent of 
respondents say, ‘I began attending because someone invited me.’”   
-Win Arn, Church growth researcher. 

• The future of the church has always been in the hands of the laity.  

Final Thoughts: 
 



I am not holding you accountable to result, just effort. The response of those you seek to reach 
is between them and God. What we ask of you is truly something that you can do.  
 
We desperately need those that attend Church to help us make Jesus famous, to be a compass 
for the kingdom of God. I want you to begin to pray that God would lay on your heart one 
person or family that you could share your faith with. What do I mean by that?  
 
This first week is all about listening to the Spirit and spiritual awareness. Who in your life needs 
the light of Christ?  

Next Steps Cards: 
We are called to go make disciples. Matt. 28:18-21 We cannot forget this. Our calling to help 
spread the light of Christ isn’t optional. Being a fan of Christianity isn’t actually being Christian. 
You have to participate. When God puts someone on your heart write their name down on the 
decision card and come up and grab a lightbulb. I want you to place it in the socket.  

Resources: 
The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jn 1:29–34). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
Crossway Bibles. (2008). The ESV Study Bible (p. 2021). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles.  
https://www.adweek.com/digital/rawhide-selfies-infographic/ 
Arn, Win https://www.evangelismcoach.org/personal-invitations-to-church-are-most-effective/  
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