
Jonah  
Week 4: The work of God through flawed people 
 
Production Notes: 

• Green on the screen. 

• Picture of Covid Baby. 
 
Mike’s Moments: 
We need to pray: 

1. Join the Prayer Podcast.  
2. At 8:00 each night pause to pray with us.  

 
Quick Review:  

• The book of Jonah will touch on things like bitterness, racism, forgiveness and the 
relentless mercy of God.  

• All the primary players end up doing the opposite of what they would characteristically 
do. The prophet, Jonah, is a rebel against God. The sailors honor God in humility and 
one of the worst nations on the planet, sworn enemies of God’s people, confess of their 
wrongdoing and also respond in grace and humility before God. 

• This book is about heart posture. Just because you have right beliefs does not mean you 
have a healthy heart.  

 
Sermon Opening: 
We are pregnant with our fifth child. Here I have a picture. (Insert the pictures of the sonogram 
with mask photoshopped on it.) This is actually our 6th pregnancy. I have watched my wife 
have a few babies. I have watched a few natural births and even a few c-sections. It’s very 
surreal to see your wife laying on a surgery bed a little inside out. All the little parts of the 
surgery room I’ll remember. The bright lights, the smell, the amount of blood. From a non-
medical perspective the surgery room is a collision of pristine cleanliness with what looks like 
bloody trauma. Finally, after I am a little lightheaded a little emotional and a little 
overwhelmed, they hand you a baby.  
You don’t feel ready. At least I didn’t. Even after I have had a few of them. 
Who am I to be responsible for something so precious and fragile?  
I am the guy who has lost his temper and punched a wall. I am the guy who feels insecure. I am 
the guy who worries that he already won’t be able to provide for his family. I am the guy who 
deep down knows his wife could have married someone better. I am the guy who still has sinful 
thoughts pop into his head. I am also the guy who theologically knows God’s work on the cross 
is more powerful than my sin but has moments where he still worries that he isn’t good 
enough.  
I know I am not ready to parent and yet here I am holding this baby. With the first child I had 
never even changed a diaper or fed a baby with a bottle.  
I am not experientially, tactically, emotionally or even mature enough to be ready and God said 
“go.”  
 



The Bible is full of stories where God is equipping and shaping people after He mobilizes them. 
This goes beyond tactics and skill sets and includes the heart. God sometimes calls and 
mobilizes us even before our hearts are ready. 
 
To the Text:  
Jonah 3:4-8, 10; 4:1,5 (ESV)   
Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's journey. And he called out, "Yet forty days, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown!" And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast 
and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them. The word reached the king 
of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, removed his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and 
sat in ashes. And he issued a proclamation and published through Nineveh, "By the decree of the 
king and his nobles: Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything. Let them not feed 
or drink water, but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let them call out mightily 
to God. Let everyone turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his hands. 
 
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster 
that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it. 
 
But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. 
 
Jonah went out of the city and sat to the east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He 
sat under it in the shade, till he should see what would become of the city. 
 

• Notice Jonah’s sermon. It’s short and to the point. It doesn’t appear that he is working 
to win hearts. 
 

• Notice Jonah leaves them. He doesn’t stay to disciple. Many scholars believe Nineveh 
fell again in a short time.  

o A little history. We know that Nineveh eventually fell about a hundred years 
later. Most scholars believe Nineveh must have been destroyed after 654 B.C., 
most likely by the Medes. There is an ancient account called The Fall of Nineveh 
Chronicle that depicts this time period. 

o You cannot have a “spiritual baby” and then abandon it.  
o Real conversion must include instruction. Discipleship matters.  

 

• Notice how mad he is at God’s grace. Yes, he became faithful, but God is still working to 
shape the heart of the prophet. It is possible to do the right thing with a wrong attitude.  

o In fact, there will be times you have to do what is right over how you feel.  
o God’s truth is a truer compass than our feelings.   

 
Where is Christ?  
He is the better Jonah. We identify with Jonah and we model after Christ.  
 
What does this mean for me? 



The Bible is full of stories where God is equipping and shaping people after He mobilizes them. 
This goes beyond tactics and skill sets and includes the heart. God sometimes calls and 
mobilizes us even before our hearts are ready.  
 
You may be called to a ministry before you feel able to do it. In humility move forward.  
You may be called to mend a relationship even before you like the person. In humility move 
forward.  
It is possible the better you isn’t blocked by a gifting or preference limitation but obedience. 
 
*Let me offer a little balance. If you are in or have been in an abusive or dangerous situation I 
encourage you to seek professional help before you go back in. God gives us spiritually wise 
people for a reason. 
 
Table Question:  
 1) Is there something God has placed on your heart that you haven’t taken action on?  
  a. Ask your table what a spiritually wise action step would be. 
  b. Ask the table to pray over you. 
 


