
Jonah  
Week 2: We are all flawed followers. 
 
Mike’s Moments: 
We need to pray: 

1. Join the Prayer Podcast.  
2. At 8:00 each night pause to pray with us.  
3. 2 Chronicles 7:14 

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my 
face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive 
their sin and will heal their land. 

 
Series Opening: 
Over the next few weeks we will walk through the book of Jonah.  

• The book of Jonah will touch on things like bitterness, racism, forgiveness and the 
relentless mercy of God.  

• In Jonah we see a follower of God, a spiritual leader, come face to face with the reality 
that he may identify with the right spiritual team, but the posture of his heart is on the 
wrong side.  

• We will see a man condemn the evil in another and use that to justify the evil in his own 
heart. 

 
Sermon Opening: 
Today I want to ask a question.  
Is your heart on the side of the enemy? Not are your beliefs on the side of the enemy, but the 
posture of your heart? 
 
I have seen it many times over in pastoral counseling. A young lady grows up in the church, 
believes in God and even plays the Christian role fairly well. Yet, in her heart there is a level of 
rebellion. She ends up dating a young man who isn’t in the church. Sometimes the guy will 
actually have an incredible conversion experience. You would think it’s great that they are both 
Christian but though they both carry the name Christian their hearts are going in different 
directions. She is looking at the world and he is looking at Christ. Too many divorces have come 
my way when the rebel “good” girl’s actual heart is revealed. She really didn’t want a man who 
loved Jesus. She wanted a young man who could look like a Christian but love the world.  
 
Today I want to ask a question.  
Is your heart on the side of the enemy? Not are your beliefs on the side of the enemy, but the 
posture of your heart? 
 
To the Text:  
Jonah 1:1-4,12,16 (ESV)   
“Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, ‘Arise, go to Nineveh, that 
great city, and call out against it, for their evil has come up before me.’ But Jonah rose to flee to 



Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to 
Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the 
presence of the Lord. But the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea, and there was a mighty 
tempest on the sea, so that the ship threatened to break up.” 

ESV 4-1:1 Jonah  
 
“He said to them, ‘Pick me up and hurl me into the sea; then the sea will quiet down for you, for 
I know it is because of me that this great tempest has come upon you.’” 

ESV 1:12 Jonah  
 
“Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made 
vows.” 

ESV 1:16 Jonah  
 
Why this obscure passage? 

• All the primary players end up doing the opposite of what they would characteristically 
do. Jonah is a prophet rebelling against God. The sailors honor God in humility and one 
of the worst nations on the planet, sworn enemies of God’s people, confess their 
wrongdoing and respond in grace and humility before God. 
 

• Today I want to ask a question.  
Is your heart on the side of the enemy? Not are your beliefs on the side of the enemy, 
but the posture of your heart? 
 

• God isn’t only rescuing the Ninevites and the sailors. He is saving the person who calls 
him Lord.  

• Let me say it another way; God is working to not only form right beliefs but a right heart.  
 

What does this mean for us? 

• Just because you call yourself Christian doesn’t mean you have a heart like Christ. Right 
beliefs do not guarantee a right heart.   

 
Where is Christ in this theology? 

• One evening Jesus was reclining at a dinner party with a tax collector named Matthew. 
He was surrounded with the “enemy” and his ministry was about to be primarily aimed 
at Gentiles, more enemies. The Jewish leaders don’t understand why he is doing this. He 
is loving and forgiving people that had been so evil to him. Jesus hearing their words and 
knowing their heart responds;  

• Matthew 9:13 (ESV): Go and learn what this means: “I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.” 
 

• Today I want to ask a question.  
Is your heart on the side of the enemy? Not are your beliefs on the side of the enemy, 
but the posture of your heart? 



 

• The posture of God’s heart towards the dirty sailors, the racist Jewish prophet and the 
cruel revenge-driven Ninevites was the same. They are victims of sin and need rescued. 
Eden had no room for brotherly hate and neither will heaven.   

 
Questions: 

1. What is the posture of your heart towards the people of a political party, race, 
education level or even faith system that is different than yours? 

2. Can you see the eternally created unique human that is loved by God and needs rescued 
or can you only see their sin?   

 


