
Jonah  
Week 1: Hate only makes more hate. 
 
Mike’s Moments: 
We need to pray: 

1. Join the Prayer Podcast.  
2. At 8:00 each night pause to pray with us.  
3. 2 Chronicles 7:14 

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my 
face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive 
their sin and will heal their land. 

 
Series Opening: 
Over the next few weeks we will walk through the book of Jonah.  

• The book of Jonah will touch on things like bitterness, racism, forgiveness and the 
relentless mercy of God.  

• In Jonah we see a follower of God, a spiritual leader, come face to face with the reality 
that he may identify with the right spiritual team, but the posture of his heart is on the 
wrong side.  

• We will see a man condemn the evil in another and use that to justify the evil in his own 
heart. 

• This is a unique prophetic book because it deals more with the prophet than his 
prophetic word.  

  
Sermon Opening: 
The Christianity that you know today in the Western World was heavily shaped by two men, 
George Whitfield and John Wesley.  
Whitfield and Wesley were friends as kids but their different interpretation in theology 
separated them for a season.  
Whitfield even publicly denounced Wesley at one point.  
Whitfield was a Calvinist and deep thinker who focused more on a right knowledge. 
Wesley was Armenian and a social justice warrior. He focused more on right action.  
At one point Whitfield openly denounced Wesley and Wesley responded with, “Sir, you may 
read Whitfield against Wesley, but you shall never read Wesley against Whitfield” (Walking with 
Wesley, Harrison, Page 172).  
By God’s grace and a heart of forgiveness and mercy the two became friends again.  
Let this settle in.  

• Even the best of human leaders are human. Even the best of leaders must take a 
posture of humility and love. 

• People want to believe that their knowledge or experiences let them stand above 
humility and grace.   

 
To the Text:  



Amos 6:13–14 (ESV):  
you who rejoice in Lo-debar,  
who say, “Have we not by our own strength  
captured Karnaim for ourselves?”  
“For behold, I will raise up against you a nation,  
O house of Israel,” declares the Lord, the God of hosts;  
  “and they shall oppress you from Lebo-hamath  
to the Brook of the Arabah.” 
 
Why this obscure passage? 

• During the reign of Jeroboam II, Jonah prophesied in favor of this king that greatly 
dishonored God. Amos (Amos 6:13-14) had to reverse it and speak out against him. The 
book begins with Jonah already carrying a reputation for being a very questionable 
prophet. 

• This also gives us a clear picture of when in history these events took place. Jeroboam 
was an evil Israel king and the Israelites were in a season of spiritual darkness. They had 
used the favor of God as a tool for self-indulgence and pride. The Ninevites were also 
evil. They were known for being cruel conquerors.  

• Evil actions always produce evil actions. The only way out of the cycle is going to be the 
charitable love of God.  

• The real enemy is not another human. It’s the evil that poisons their heart.  
 
 
Where is Christ in this? 

• He is asking God to forgive the very people who tortured his people and hung him on 
the cross.  

• He is breaking the cycle of evil birthing more evil with love.  
 
What does this mean for us? 

• Just because you are on the right spiritual team doesn’t mean you have a healthy heart.  

• Remember the real enemy is not another human, it’s the enemy who is poisoning the 
heart.  

• When it comes to real victory and real revival there is only one real way – humility.  
 
Questions: 

1. Do you want to destroy or help rescue those you believe are wrong?  
2. How do you practice humility?  
3. Will you pray for humility, not only for those you want to change, but for yourself?  
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