
“YOUR WORD IS A FIRE” 

Long Story Short, Week 1 
Dr. Josh McNall 

 

INTRO: 

• Tell story of prairie fire that almost destroyed my childhood home and church in Kansas. 

• Show picture of Prairie fire (example below, or see attached PowerPoint). 

o https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansastravel.org%2Fpra

iriefirefestival.htm&psig=AOvVaw11YebrRCCb7J6VPvc3M2Dz&ust=158264179105

8000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNj_m6O26ucCFQAAAAAdA

AAAABAf 

• For many modern Christians, and many modern churches, that is precisely the problem: We’ve 

come close to the “fire” of God’s love and power, but it’s not burning inside of us. 

• We can tell you some “facts” and “truths” about the fire, but we aren’t burning with it. 

• In some cases, the “fire” of God’s love and power is actually a little scary or threatening to us; 

and we end up actually as “Fire fighters” dressed in church clothes. 

 

TRANSITION: 

• In the Bible, “fire” isn’t always a bad thing. 
o In the Bible, “fire” is not just about judgment, pain, destruction, Hell. 

o But that’s sometimes how we think of it (i.e., as a scary, negative reality): 

▪ Example: “Yelling ‘fire’ in a theater.”  

▪ Or: My favorite opening scene to The Office.  [See picture in PowerPoint] 

o In the Bible, “fire” is a symbol of God’s purifying, world-changing, life-sustaining 

presence. 

• Question: What do we NEED if we are going to be a church on fire? 

• Answer: We need two things: (1) God’s word and (2) God’s Spirit. 

• Word | Spirit 
 

TODAY’S BIG IDEA: 

• To be a church on fire, regular people need to fall in love with Scripture as the word of God.  

• INTRODUCE SERIES—LONG STORY SHORT… 

• Question: How does that happen?  
 

SCRIPTURE: Jeremiah 20:7–9 

• Context: Jeremiah is called “the weeping prophet,” but in this passage he sounds more like the 

“whining” one. (If you have kids, you know there is a fine line between weeping and whining.) 

• In this passage, Jeremiah is venting to God: 

7 You deceived me, Lord, and I was deceived; 

    you overpowered me and prevailed. 

I am ridiculed all day long; 

    everyone mocks me. 

8 Whenever I speak, I cry out 

    proclaiming violence and destruction. 

So the word of the Lord has brought me 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansastravel.org%2Fprairiefirefestival.htm&psig=AOvVaw11YebrRCCb7J6VPvc3M2Dz&ust=1582641791058000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNj_m6O26ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansastravel.org%2Fprairiefirefestival.htm&psig=AOvVaw11YebrRCCb7J6VPvc3M2Dz&ust=1582641791058000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNj_m6O26ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansastravel.org%2Fprairiefirefestival.htm&psig=AOvVaw11YebrRCCb7J6VPvc3M2Dz&ust=1582641791058000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNj_m6O26ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kansastravel.org%2Fprairiefirefestival.htm&psig=AOvVaw11YebrRCCb7J6VPvc3M2Dz&ust=1582641791058000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNj_m6O26ucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAf


    insult and reproach all day long. 

9 But if I say, “I will not mention his word 

    or speak anymore in his name,” 

his word is in my heart like a fire, 

    a fire shut up in my bones. 

I am weary of holding it in; 

    indeed, I cannot. 

APPLICATIONS: 

1. THERE IS A BIG DIFFERENCE BETWEEN HAVING GOD’S WORD IN 

YOUR BIBLE AND HAVING IT IN YOUR “BONES.” 
o Re-read vs. 9. 

o In this passage, Jeremiah says he’s done with God’s mission (God’s plan for his life). 

o And yet, when he tries to walk away, it’s as if his bones start burning. 

▪ Illus: Has that ever happened to you? (a story about addiction). 

▪ God’s word is powerful – Spurgeon illustration: “Uncage the Lion.” 

o A book can be lost; a song can be turned off; a Christian T-shirt can be thrown away—But your 

bones, stay with you. 

 

2. WHEN YOU FACE TRIALS [SUFFERING, QUESTIONS, TRAUMA, 

CANCER, HARDSHIP], YOU NEED SCRIPTURE IN YOUR BONES. 
o In ch. 20, Jeremiah faces ridicule (vs. 7): “I am ridiculed all day long; everyone mocks me.” 

o In ch. 36, he faces worse than that: The king of Israel takes the only copy of Jeremiah’s 

prophecy (his book), and burns it to ash (Note the word that repeatedly appears: “fire!”): 
▪ Jer. 36:22–24 … the king was sitting in the winter house, and there was a fire burning in the fire 

pot before him. 23 As Jehudi read three or four columns [of Jeremiah’s book], the king would cut 

them off with a knife and throw them into the fire in the fire pot, until the entire scroll was 

consumed in the fire that was in the fire pot.24 Yet neither the king nor any of his servants who 

heard all these words was afraid, nor did they tear their garments. 

o Q: If that burning happened, WHY do we still have a copy of the book of Jeremiah? 

o A: He “hid” it in his bones. 

▪ cf. Psa 119:11: “I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.” 

▪ Illus: “Paul carried his Bible where it was always meant to be carried… .” 

o Question: Is God’s word in your bones? (Gatorade commercial: “Is it in you?”) 

▪ The good news: Some of you are here today because somewhere along the line, long 

before you ran from God, someone “planted” God’s word in your “bones.” 

▪ The bad news: I am a college Bible teacher. We are raising generations of “Christian” 

young people for whom the word of God is just another “App” on their iPhone. It’s 

foreign; it’s strange; it’s offensive; it’s daunting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. WE NEED AN “ON-RAMP” TO THE SCRIPTURES. 
o Illus: Have you ever found the road you need to take but then realized you didn’t have an easy 

way to get to it? How frustrating! 

That brings us back to our initial question: How does the Bible get inside our bones? 

o Some bad answers: (1) A preacher “guilt-trips” you (Read your Bible!); (2) You quit your job, 

go to seminary, and start learning Greek and Hebrew; (3) You just pick it up, start reading in 

Genesis, and understand it perfectly.   

o Tell my story of going to youth camp every summer (“This year I’m going to do it!”) 

 



o Explain the theme of Long Story Short: The Bible in Six Simple Movements. 

o Show image of the book, Long Story Short [see attached PowerPoint] 

▪ The point is NOT to replace the Bible (!), but to give regular people a simple “on-ramp” 

to grasp what it is and why it matters. 

▪ The Bible is NOT a list of rules. It’s NOT a self-help manual. 

▪ “The Bible is a script in search of actors” (N. T. Wright). 

 

CONCLUSION: Channeling Shakespeare (Illustration from chapter five of Long Story Short) 

• Creation – Fall – Israel – Jesus – Church – New Creation 

• Show picture of the Globe Theatre (London) [See attached PowerPoint] 


