
It’s Complicated 
Week 1 - We will not quit. 
Acts 20:22-25 
Mike Colaw  

Series Opening:  
Following Christ can be difficult and at times complicated.  Over the next few weeks we will 
look at four hard things God can call believers to participate in.  

1. When God calls you into really hard situations.  
2. When God calls you to be faithful in the small and normal things.   
3. When God calls you to minister to people who don’t want your help.  
4. When you think you have failed.  

Scripture Memory Verse: 
Acts 20:24 New International Version (NIV) 
However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete 
the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace. 

Opening Illustration: 
Most of us see our Christian faith like a business deal.  If it’s good for me, I’m in.  This line of 
thinking presupposes two huge lies.  
 

• I know what I need. 

• My perspective of what the world needs is most accurate.  
 
Moreover, When you presuppose your agenda, perspective, and goals are most right you find 
yourself telling God what to do in your prayers, frustrated when he doesn’t act as you see fit, 
proof texting as you read the Bible and finally substantiating who the real lord of your life is… 
you.   
 
Two weeks ago I took a trip with my three older kids.  We had about 22 hours in the car 
together.  I decided to play the original versions of C.S. Lewis’s Narnia series. We got through 
three of the books.  The Magician’s Nephew, The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, and 
finally, The Silver Chair.  There is a powerful scene that the movies skip in The Lion, the Witch, 
and the Wardrobe.  Edmond is abandoning his family and friends to follow the White Witch.  All 
along this long, cold, snowy, and lonely journey he substantiates why he has to join her in his 
self-talk.   

• His family doesn’t understand him.  

• His view of what is right is superior and they don’t get him.  

• He is hungry for the food of the White Witch.  

•   He even hopes his actions will in some ways make them feel bad.    

• All of these are drenched in self-pity.   



Finally, in his redemption after much pain he realizes the source of true wholeness comes from 
one thing.  Trust Aslan.  Edmond can’t fully understand or get it.   
 
True wisdom isn’t you knowing all, but trusting rightly.  
 
Here are two primary things trying to grasp your trust.  

1. Appetites.  What do you want?  
2.  Popular ever shifting “knowledge.” Science always says, “We were wrong, but now we  

know for sure.”  
 
Listen to how the old Oxford scholar C.S. Lewis describes God's view of his working in your 
heart in Mere Christianity.  
  
“Give me all of you!!! I don’t want so much of your time, so much of your talents and money, 
and so much of your work. I want YOU!!! ALL OF YOU!! I have not come to torment or frustrate 
the natural man or woman, but to KILL IT! No half measures will do. I don’t want to only prune a 
branch here and a branch there; rather I want the whole tree out! Hand it over to me, the whole 
outfit, all of your desires, all of your wants and wishes and dreams. Turn them ALL over to me, 
give yourself to me and I will make of you a new self---in my image. Give me yourself and in 
exchange I will give you Myself. My will, shall become your will. My heart, shall become your 
heart.”  
― C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

Acts 20:22-25 
ESV (English Standard Version) 
22 And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will 
happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment 
and afflictions await me. 24 But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, 
if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to 
the gospel of the grace of God. 
 

• (Gk. deō, “to bind, tie, constrain”) indicates that the Holy Spirit was giving Paul an 
exceptionally strong sense of compulsion that he had to go quickly and directly to 
Jerusalem, even though he knew that imprisonment and afflictions awaited him there. 
-Crossway Study Notes 
  

• I have kept back nothing. He commendeth his faithfulness and diligence in teaching in 
three respects, that he instructed his scholars thoroughly and perfectly, so that he 
omitted nothing which might make for their salvation; that being not content with 
general preaching, he did also endeavour to do every man good. 
-John Calvin 

 



• This is nearing the end of Paul's journey.  He is not a lost young Christian, this is the 
picture of a most mature Paul.  

o It is okay to miss Eden and long for Heaven.  
o This life is not the place in which we are to find true happiness.  
o Humility is maturity.  
o Trusting rightly is maturity.  
o Christian peace is bound deeply with trust in God.   
o Christian courage is bound tightly with trust in God.  

 

Final Thoughts: 

It’s been about 500 years since the Protestant Reformation.  Martin Luther, the famous 
reformer, left us with a lot of literature and even some hymns.  It’s crazy to think that he wrote 
a song that has lasted 500 years and is still being played in churches.   
A Mighty Fortress is our God. You probably know the opening line.   
“A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing.”  
There is a part of his song that has baffled many people.  It goes like this.  

And though this world, with devils filled, 
should threaten to undo us, 
we will not fear, for God has willed 
his truth to triumph through us. 
The prince of darkness grim, 
we tremble not for him; 
his rage we can endure, 
for lo! his doom is sure; 
one little word shall fell him. 

 
What is that “word” that removes all power from Satan?  I have always thought it was “Christ.” 
My dad in his research pointed to some of Luther’s other works where he references a “word 
that fell’s the enemy.”  The word is how God defines Satan.   
Liar.  
 
I think there are two lies we believe.  

• I know what I need. 

• My perspective of what the world needs is most accurate.  

Next Steps: 
What do you need to trust God with?  
Write out, “God I submit the outcome of ______ to you.” 
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