
It’s Complicated 
Week 2 - Ministry in Motion 
Acts 21:5-8 
Mike Colaw  
 

Mike's Moments: 
• This last week we kicked off our Burmese service with pastor Khamh. 

• Veteran’s Day was Saturday 

Series Overview: 
1. When God calls you into really hard situations.  
2. When God calls you to be faithful in the small and normal things.   
3. When God calls you to minister to people who don’t want your help.  
4. When you think you have failed.  

Scripture Memory Verse: 
Acts 20:24 New International Version (NIV) 
However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete 
the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace. 

Opening Illustration: 
We have spent about a year in the book of Acts.  As we come near the end we want to focus on 
Paul’s last days.  The church movement is in full swing.  Paul is a mature believer nearing the 
end of his time on this planet.   
Acts offers an incredible juxtaposition that is still true today.  Persecution often rides alongside 
rapid church expansion.  In other words, you can’t stomp out Jesus.  
 
This last week many of our staff went to a conference and were able to hear the cofounder of 
India Christian Mission Ajai Lall.  The church in India is literally exploding.  They are planning on 
planting 300 more churches this next year.  In his sermon he shared a story of how the Gospel 
of Jesus penetrated another city.   
Before Ajai was scheduled to speak the local head of police told him people were threatening 
to riot at his lecture.  He said if they did he would have his officers kill him.  He recalled calling 
his wife and asking her about this risky opportunity to share the gospel.  She told him to go for 
it.  In detail he shared what it was like to take the stage in front of thousands of people who 
detest Christianity and a sniper with a gun pointing at him.  
As he shared, the gospel of Jesus penetrated hearts in profound ways.   
It is deadly dangerous to be a Christian in India yet under all this persecution the Church is 
exploding.   
As it is in China. 
As it is in Burma… where our very own pastor Khamh comes from.   



Persecution seems to do four things: 
1. It kills the public church show.   
2. It calls real believers to actually walk in Christ.  
3. It removes those that don’t take their faith seriously.  
4. It perpetuates the priesthood of all believers.  (Martin Luther)  

 
JD Greer, a front running American pastor and author of the book Gaining by Losing talks about 
the progress of Christianity in America.  
 
No matter how flashy our lights are or how perfect our music is, statistics show that in the near 
future non Christians won’t even come to see them without a personal invite. The future of the 
church is in the average Christian's hands. Your normal relationships on mission are the future 
of the church. -JD Greer  
 
Aware of this shifting culture I can’t help but ask this question.  
What does a wildly successful church look like?  
Is it a massive stage?  
Is it a multimillion dollar sanctuary?  
 
A wildly successful ministry to me is simply this:  Disciples making disciples.  

Acts 20:22-25 
ESV (English Standard Version) 
When our days there were ended, we departed and went on our journey, and they all, with 
wives and children, accompanied us until we were outside the city. And kneeling down on the 
beach, we prayed 6 and said farewell to one another. Then we went on board the ship, and they 
returned home.  
7 When we had finished the voyage from Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais, and we greeted the 
brothers and stayed with them for one day. 8 On the next day we departed and came to 
Caesarea, and we entered the house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the seven, and 
stayed with him. 
 
 

• Here we take a quick peek into a very normal part of Paul’s life.  It isn’t the big flashy 
stage, it’s the journey in-between.  It’s the middle part of his life. 
 

• What is normal for you?  
o It’s the mom who feels called to ministry and wonders how it’s going to happen 

when she is overwhelmed every day with her kids.   
o It’s the business man who day in and day out goes to work feeling like he isn’t 

contributing much to the work of God.  



o It’s the young adult with three roommates sitting alone in her room looking for 
adventure online while normal everyday conversations are happening right on 
the other side of her bedroom door.  

o It’s the school age kid who goes to school every day with thousands of people 
who need Jesus and still feels like he has no opportunity to be Jesus.  

 
Illustration:  
Alan Hirsch the researcher wrote a paper not long ago titled It Slayed the Momentum of the 
Methodists.  In it he identifies two things that brought the Methodist Christian movement to a 
stall.  You ready for them?  
 
Two things that brought the Methodist Christian movement to a stall.  
 

1. Heightened educational requirements. In 1850 the leaders of Methodism had tired of 
the Episcopalians and the Presbyterians deriding them as “uncouth and unlearned” 
ministers, so they decided that all their circuit riders and local ministers had to complete 
four years of ordination studies in order to qualify. Growth ceased straightaway! 
 

2. Lowered discipleship focus. Ten years later (1860) they no longer required classes and 
bands—discipleship had become an optional extra. Methodism has been in decline in 
relation to percentage of the population ever since!   
 

Let me say it clearly, you are called and qualified by God to represent Him in the beautiful 
normal. The future of the church depends on it.   
 

Final Thoughts: 

Before we go, I want to address the main thing that probably keeps you from speaking about 
Jesus.  You feel unqualified.   
 
I have been reading the historian Dr. Phyllis Tickle.   
In her book The Great Emergence she talks about the most powerful modern evangelistic tool 
we have based on historical evidence.   
She states that: 
Alcoholics Anonymous teaches us that the greatest tool in changing lives is simply a changed 
life and a relationship.   
– Dr. Phyllis Tickle  
 
Josh and I were talking the other day about how much of an impact our moms made on us.  
Both ladies without graduate school theology degrees.  Here is the truth: I learned more from 
my mom about Christ than I did from any of the theologians I studied under in any of my 
degrees.   
 



You are called and qualified by God to represent Him in the beautiful normal. The future of the 
church depends on it.  

Next Steps Card: 
Two things need to happen.  

• You need a heart set on fire.  
o Write out: God set my heart on fire. I am spiritually dry.  

• You need to see your normal life as the missional life.  
o Write out: Help me to see I am a missionary to _______________.  

 

Resources: 

• The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ac 21:5–8). Wheaton: Standard Bible 
Society. 

• https://www.100movements.com/articles/it-slayed-the-momentum-of-the-methodists 

• Exponential Conference 2017 Ajai Lall 
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