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All Church Email 

As you gather this week to give thanks, the Trinity Staff Team will be thanking God for you 
because you are among our greatest blessings! We hope you sense his blessing and will be 
thanking him for all he has done this past year. 

This Sunday, between Thanksgiving and Advent, we will be wrapping up our time in the Book of 
Acts by asking-- what do we do with regret and failure? Paul was a successful Jewish Pharisee 
who gave his all to follow Christ's will for his life, but he ends up beaten, arrested, and in jail in 
Acts 23. By the world's scorecard he failed in every way. Yet he wrote from jail that he had 
learned to be content in every situation. As we head into the hectic holiday season full of 
unrealistic expectations, come hear how regret and failure can give way to peace and 
contentment! 

Memory verse – Acts 20:24 
 
Cathy’s Moments 
 
Thankful for you! 
Garfield Park 

Campus pastor 
Pressing pause on Sunday 
Thursday outreach going well 
THANKS for serving!   
 Favor – get on Sign-up Genius so we know you are coming (relieve stress) 

 
There are several other things in the works – can’t share right now 
 
But want you to know that the entire Trinity staff team  

loves Jesus without reservation and follows 
loves you and are honored to serve Jesus alongside you to 
love the people of Indianapolis 
 
This is not just our vision statement – the words describe what is in our heart 

  



INTRODUCTION – Photos?  
 
When I was in college, I was part of a group of friends who hung out regularly. 
We ate together, some lived together, went to games and concerts together, and did  

life with each other while also trying to study and graduate. 
We met at a Christian group, so we also studied the Bible and prayer together. 
 
An inner group was a little more holy than the rest of us. 
 They prayed REALLY long prayers, talking to God like a friend 
 They went to church on Sunday, not because of who would be there, but  

because they really wanted to worship God. 
  
 Freshman summer 

A couple of guys in this inner group lived on the second floor of a house that had been  
made into apartments.  

 I lived on the main floor with a group of girls, and I was the only Christian.  
It was tough and not a good influence on my faith. 

 
 I was sure I believed in God, and I wasn’t doing anything overtly sinful. 
 However, a couple of the guys upstairs knew I wasn’t completely sold out for Jesus. 
 They thought my theology, heretical beliefs, were the issue. 
 So at a beach bonfire, they shared a magazine with me that exposed my heresy. 
 That made me angry. So I distances myself from them. 

 
I’m sure my friends thought they failed: 

I clung to heresy, made no move toward Christ 
And wasn’t interested in hanging out with them anymore 

 
 It was messy, and complicated – between friends, and within my heart and mind. 
 If what I believed really was heresy, things I had believed all my life… 

      What was really true? What could I trust?  
  

They graduated and moved on with their lives thinking they had failed. 
We lost touch. (Today I can’t even remember their names.) 

 
 But I continued to think about what they said for several years. 

I couldn’t help it, because my identity was wrapped up in it all. 
 Gradually, I realized they were right, what I believed was not biblical. 
 
 So if anyone from our group during the summer of ’79 at NMU is watching— 
  Your efforts were not wasted, you didn’t fail. 
  I am SO glad you reached out to me. 
  You have a lot in common with Paul. 
  



TEXT - Acts 23:1-11  
(Just reference on screens) 
Please stand for the reading of God’s Word –  
as people would have been standing during this account, and imagine you were there… 

 
Looking intently at the council, Paul said, “Brothers, I have lived my life before God in all 
good conscience up to this day.”    
 
2 And the high priest Ananias commanded those who stood by him to strike him on the 
mouth.  
 
3 Then Paul said to him, “God is going to strike you, you whitewashed wall! Are you 
sitting to judge me according to the law, and yet contrary to the law you order me to be 
struck?”  
 
4 Those who stood by said, “Would you revile God's high priest?”  
 
5 And Paul said, “I did not know, brothers, that he was the high priest, for it is written, 
‘You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your people.’” 
 
6 Now when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he 
cried out in the council, “Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. It is with respect 
to the hope and the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial.”  
 
7 And when he had said this, a dissension arose between the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. 8 For the Sadducees say that there is no 
resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all. 9 Then a 
great clamor arose, and some of the scribes of the Pharisees' party stood up and 
contended sharply, “We find nothing wrong in this man. What if a spirit or an angel 
spoke to him?” 10 And when the dissension became violent, the tribune, afraid that Paul 
would be torn to pieces by them, commanded the soldiers to go down and take him 
away from among them by force and bring him into the barracks. 
 
11 The following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as you have 
testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome.” 

 
 This is the Word of the Lord. You may be seated 
 

We have been in the book of Acts since January, this is the last week 
 To understand what is happening here in Acts 23 at the end of Paul’s life 
 We need to review the four major phases of Paul’s life 
 (Paul was Saul) 
 
  



CONTEXT  
 
     Paul’s life phases (leave on screen through next section) 

1. Jewish Pharisee – Phil. 3:4-6 
2. New life in Christ – Acts 9, 22, 26; Gal. 1 

Damascus Road conversion 
3 years learns from the Spirit in Arabia/Damascus (Gal 1) 

3. Missionary to the world – Acts 13-20  
4. Prisoner in Jerusalem & Rome – Acts 20-28 

 
      Background – Remember who Paul was to understand who he is now  

1. Paul the Jewish Pharisee  
Hebrew of Hebrews 
Kept all the Law- blameless (Phil 3:6), a really “good” Pharisee 
Killing Christians out of zeal for righteousness (not Love for God) 

He watched the stoning of Stephen – public, brutal 
 
Acts 9:1-2 “Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the 
Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 
Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he 
might bring them bound to Jerusalem.” 
 
Saul, who had keeping the Law all figured out, had a new evil hobby – hunting 
down Christians, arresting them, and watching their public humiliation as they 
were stoned to death, one bone-crushing rock at a time. 
 
Paul is on his way to Damascus (plotting how he would capture Christians) 

 
2. New Life in Christ –  

Paul on Damascus Road  
 Jesus says, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 

   Fell down, blinded – physical trauma/reaction at spiritual reality 
    Too awful and horrible to imagine! 
  Regret, failure, shame, total mortification – caught in his hypocrisy 
   1 Tim. 1:15 – “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,  

of whom I am the foremost.” 
   He was not just sorry he got caught 
   Paul was totally, unequivocally, repentant (metanoia – turning) 

     180-degree turn around to total surrender that he preaches in Acts 
   

Acts 9:20 – immediately he preaches Christ 
“And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, 
“He is the Son of God.” 21 And all who heard him were amazed 
and said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of 



those who called upon this name? And has he not come here for 
this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?” 22 But 
Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews 
who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ.” 

 
Fast Forward--- 

 
3. In this passage: Paul at the end of his life (about 4 years before his death) 

Mature Paul, knows he is at the end of his journey 
“It’s Complicated” 
There is a LOT going on! (Read Acts 20-28 in one sitting – great drama!) 

 
Arrives in Jerusalem  

He is back in the Holy City, his treasured Jerusalem  
Not as a venerated Pharisee, enjoying the powerful brotherhood 

 But as an apostate blasphemer, deserving of death 
Eventually headed for execution in Rome 

 
By the world’s standards, Paul comes into town as a failure 

 No power, prestige, or possessions 
 He has nothing to show for his life 
 
The Tribune gathers the Jewish leaders together to hear Paul’s defense 
For Paul to explain himself; Paul ends with: 

Acts 23:6-- “Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. It is with 
respect to the hope and the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial.” 
 

     Partly brilliant move to get the Pharisees and Sadducees in-fighting 
      

    Partly, I believe, that Paul is trying one last time to reach “his people” 
He shares the greatest truth with his fellow Pharisees one more 
time. He knew they hated him – but he loved them. He knew 
what it was to be bound and blinded by man-made religion, and 
he sought to preach freedom to his brothers.  

 
The Tribune extracts him, Paul is put in protective custody 

 
  



VERSE – Acts 23:11 
Jesus comes to him in the night:  
Acts 23:11 The following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as you 
have testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome.”  

 
    WORD STUDY – Testify/Witness 

Acts 23:11 The following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as you 
have testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome.” 

 
1. Jesus encourages Paul 
2. Jesus commends Paul – he has fully testified about him, then 

[Newberry Interlinear – “fully testified” (#1263 – diamarturomai)] 
3. Jesus instructs Paul – in Rome - “you must also… bear witness”  
 [Newberry Interlinear – “bear witness”; (#3140 – martureo)] 

 
These have the same Greek root – martus [MAR-toos], meaning testify or witness 
This is a key concept in Acts; the root word is used at least 29 times (once/chapter) 

 

• The mártys would thus be one who remembers and can tell about something, 
i.e., a witness.” “Legal witness”  

• The form of the word used of Stephen is mártys “for the one who is a witness by 
blood, the martyr.” (Kittel, 1985, p. 564, 567) 

 
“A special use [for martus] develops when the facts to which witness is given are 
divinely established facts, and the witness is thus also witness to revealed truth. Acts 
23:11 is a good example.” (Strathmann, in Kittel, 1985, IV, 474–514) 

 
 At the beginning of the verse, Jesus provides the HOW to be a witness— 
 
    WORD STUDY – Courage 

To take courage has the basic sense of “to dare,” “to be bold,” … “to be of good 
courage,” “to be cheerful,” “to be confident…. This gives us the further main 
senses of … “to trust in something or someone. (Kittle, TDNT, Vol III, p. 25-27) 
 
“In the NT Jesus issues the summons to be of good courage [to the paralytic (Mt. 
9:2) the hemorrhaging woman (Mt. 9:22)]; and to the disciples when he comes 
to them, walking on the water (Mt. 14:27)]. What he gives or is backs the 
summons. His own claim lies behind it; … The risen Lord issues the same 
summons to Paul in prison (Acts 23:11). (Grundmann, in Kittle TDNTA, 1985, p. 
316) 
 
Dan Rather – Sep 1986, closed his newscast with, “Courage,” for about a week. 
People laughed at him, because he had nothing to back up his exhortation 
Unlike Churchill who would have inspired us; Rather seemed silly. 



NOTE – I may cut this entire page out 
 
Paul lived in the courage and power of the risen Jesus 
Because he had settled that Jesus had total claim to his life (on the road to Damascus) 

 
Paul wrote letters from the Roman prison (Eph., Phil., Col., Philemon, 2 Tim.) 
 Listen to Paul, living the same as he did immediately after his conversion 

  Imagine the prison conditions 
Listen to the total surrender of his will  

 
List only references only on screen, (post on FB Monday) 

 
2 Tim. 1:11-12 “I was appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher, 12 which is why I 
suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am 
convinced that he is able to guard until that day what has been entrusted to me.” 

 
Phil. 4:4-7 “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. … The Lord is at hand; 
6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Phil. 4:12-13 “In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of [being 
content, of] facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all things 
through him who strengthens me. 
 
Phil. 3:8-11 “I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness 
of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the power 
of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that 
by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.” 
 
Phil. 3:12-14 “Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on 
to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. … But one thing I do: 
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on 
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.  

 
Phil. 1:20-24 “Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to 
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 
labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed between the 
two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to remain in 
the flesh is more necessary on your account.” 

 



Paul changed … 
From the beginning of his life to the end 
 

 From fanatical Pharisee, the chief of sinners  
    To forgiven saint 
 
 From persecuting Christ every day, again and again 
    To submitting to Christ in all things 
 
 From trying really hard in his own strength to do what he thought was right  
    To loving God with his whole heart, from which his words and actions flowed 

(Remember – Paul is the one who wrote 1 Cor 13 – without love I am a 
clanging gong or a crashing cymbal.) 

 
Jack Bauer (in a weird king of way) reminds me of Paul  ---    JOSH COME UP 

“24” – Since 2001 
Total resolve to save the US, the president… all in 24 hours! 

      Continuing to go on no matter what confronts him 
 When his friends give up on him 

And even though, to everyone around him, it looks as if he has failed 
  
Maybe a better comparison is John Wesley  
who wrote a sermon entitled “The Almost Christian” 
 

“Ever since the Christian religion was in the world, there have been many in 
every age … who were almost persuaded to be Christians. But … it avails nothing 
before God to go only thus far. … I did go thus far for many years, as many of this 
place can testify.  (John Wesley, The Almost Christian) 

 
Wesley’s answer, his first exhortation in going farther, is to love Jesus.  
 
Here is a short list of who Christ is for us to remember why we love him: 

 
 
  



The Word who spoke us into being 
The Bread of Life who give us everything we need 
God’s indescribable gift who never stops giving 
 

The Light of the World who illumines our path 
Prince of Peace who gives us rest 
Our Redeemer who makes everything new 
 

Our Advocate who sits at the right hand of the Father interceding for us 
The Chief Cornerstone and foundation of our faith 
 

-The Way who leads us in paths of righteousness 
-The Truth in whom is nothing false and on whom we can depend 
-The Life who breathed life into us an in whom we have our being 
 

The Author and Perfecter of our faith who knew all of our days before one came to be 
The Deliverer who translated us from darkness into the Kingdom of Light 
The Good Shepherd who leads us to green pastures and quiet waters 
 
The Great High Priest who sat down because the sacrifice for sin is finished 
The King of Kings who rules with justice and with mercy 
The Great I Am who became a baby and is God with us 
The Lamb of God who took away our sin, once and for all 
Our Mediator who restored us to the Father as sons and daughters 
The true Vine, source of all goodness and fruit 
Son of the Most High God who made us coheirs with him  
 
Lover of my soul who knows me completely 
Beloved Son of God who loved me before I loved him 

 
 

Following Jesus is hard-- but not nearly as hard as living without him! 
Following Jesus is hard-- but, oh, so blessed! 
 
 

The world says Paul’s rejection by the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem makes his life a failure 
 (Gets even worse in the rest of the chapter—there are 40 Jews committed to killing him) 
 
Paul turned his failure over to Jesus on the Damascus Road and never looked back 

He no longer trusted in his own self-effort 
He trusted Jesus completely, in everything, the rest of his life 
When he appeared before councils, leaders, governors, the verdict was already given 

 Paul’s trust in Christ translated him out of sin and into Christ 
 No longer guilty, no longer a failure  



RESPONSE 
 
Three responses for us today 

1. For some of us, it’s hard to believe we are not failures 
We had a plan for our lives that has not worked out 
In comparison to what we see around us, we don’t measure up 
And yet, we are abandoned to Christ, following him 
 
You are NOT a failure— 
YOU ARE LOVED, YOU ARE VALUED BY THE KING OF HEAVEN AND EARTH 

 
2. Some of us are still trusting in our own efforts 

Maybe we thought we had settled everything with Jesus 
But things keep popping up 
 
You are NOT a failure— 
Jesus’ sacrifice was once for all 
Return to Christ, turn over the claim you have on your life, and redemption is immediate 

 
3. There are people in our lives who we know feel like failures 

Perhaps God has put you in their lives to be the hand out of a sinful prison 
Friends (mine in college), people you are praying for in your Discipleship Groups, family 

 
 
RESPONSE 
 Everyone write on a card (even if you take it home with you) 
 There is power in speaking/writing – naming what has a hold on us 
 
 In quiet – ask which of the three the Spirit is asking you to act on (review them) 
  

(Josh playing – allow Spirit to speak) 
 
You are invited, if you wish,  

Bring your card to the front and pray with those ready to pray with you 
 Paul had Cornelius and others who prayed with/for him – Body of Christ 
If you are seeking prayer, Scriptural practice to be anointed 
 Symbol of the Spirit and our surrender to him 
If you are praying on behalf of someone, the prayer counselor with pray for 

 
Settle these things today – people will pray over you, for you, with you 
Do you trust God enough to surrender fully 

 When we pray, God listens and intervenes in ways he wouldn’t have if we hadn’t asked 
 
 


