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Mike’s Moments: 
 
Opening Illustration:  
 
Let me open with an idea: 
Real love is about rightly placed affection and attention. (Media Notes: You can leave this up 
through the whole following illustration.)  
 

Imagine a beautiful young lady wanted to begin counseling with me. Over a few months 
we grew in attachment. She would share her heart, I would share mine. Pretend I would find 
myself spending a little extra time getting ready if I knew she would be somewhere. Imagine we 
begin to text back and forth, nothing inappropriate mind you, just little jokes and words of 
encouragement back and forth. If anyone would inquire of our relationship we were quick to 
say we were just friends. Over time I would find myself increasingly annoyed with my wife and 
more and more gracious, positive and encouraging with this new lady.  

Let’s pretend that my wife begins to become jealous. She starts to question the 
relationship. One night after I am short with her and deep in a back and forth text thread with 
this new woman she loses it. Imagine that she bursts out, “What is going on? Are you having an 
affair?” Annoyed at the implication I lower my phone and say… “I have done nothing wrong.”  
 
Am I right?  
 
Have I done anything wrong?  
Technically, no. I have had no actual affair and I have honored the “rules” of marriage.  
Yet, we all know something is off in this scenario.  
There is a heart problem.  
 
This picture is a central theme in the Bible.  
 
Even the ancient prophets talk about it.  
The Lord says: “These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, 
but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is based on merely human rules they have 
been taught.” 
Isaiah 29:13 NIV 
https://isaiah.bible/isaiah-29-13 
 
See, Most people intuitively know love is central to a good life. To Christians, Scripture teaches 
that love is the very nature of God himself. Yet, the enemy is always working to poison what 
love actually looks like. 
 



Today we work to make clear what Godly love is. 
Let me say it like this: 
Today we clarify the culture of our forever family. 
 
To the Text: 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8 (We only memorize through 7) 
“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not 
insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but 
rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; 
as for knowledge, it will pass away.” 
 
 

• A little context: Just like today the early Christians were fighting over what is the prime 
good in worship.  

o Some thought it was speaking in tongues.  
o Some thought it was giving to the poor.  
o Some thought it was prophecy. 
o Some thought it was self sacrifice. 
o Some thought it was being the smartest about theology and philosophy.  

 

• Just like today, those that were uniquely gifted had a tendency to think their gift made 
them superior and were always working to prove its importance to others.  
 

• Along comes Paul putting them all in their place. Love is the prime good and the only gift 
that has the ability to last forever.  
 

• Love is the superior spiritual gift and all believers have the capacity to practice it.  
 

• What exactly does this spiritual gift of love look like?  
 

• This is where culture says, “no problem”, but they define love on their own terms.  
o Culture says what is most loving is most permissive.  
o Culture says love is the feeling of pleasure.  
o Culture says you must love yourself first.  
o Culture says love protects itself first.  
o Culture says love trusts in its own desires.  
o Culture says loving yourself is to be proud, pursue fame and rejoice when you 

beat out other people.  
o Culture says let how you feel define what is right for you. That this is self love.  

 

• God says love is: 
o patient 



o kind 
o does not envy or boast 
o is not arrogant or rude.  
o does not insist on its own way 
o is not irritable or resentful 
o does not rejoice at wrongdoing 
o rejoices with the truth 
o bears all things  
o believes all things 
o hopes all things 
o endures all things 
o Love never ends. 

 

• The battle over who gets to define love is a big deal. The consequences of who gets to 
define love to you will have eternal impact on your soul.  
 

• Is love defined by temporary culture or the eternal God to you? 
 

• This verse is a counter cultural compass that impacts the destination of our soul.  
   
Final Thoughts: 
Jesus is the embodiment of perfect love. (Media notes: Leave this up all the way to the end.) 

• As he weeps over a rebellious Jerusalem.  

• As he loves the women at the well who was in sexual sin.  

• As he brings into his company a religious zealot. 

• As he brings into his company a Roman sympathizer.  

• As he heals and loves countless people who don’t deserve it.  

• As he reinstates a fallen Peter.  

• As he would often break away just to be with God.  

• As he stood at the right hand of God and accepted the mission to come, suffer and die 
for us while we were still in rebellion to him.  

 
Next Steps Cards:  
In what area of Love do you need to grow?  
Let me read the verse slowly again and write out what the Holy Spirt is putting on your heart.  
“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not 
insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but 
rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; 
as for knowledge, it will pass away.” 
 


