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Mike’s Moments: 
 
Opening Illustration:  
 
I went to high school right on the cusp of the internet revolution.  

• We were told relationships were going to be better than ever because of dating app 
algorithms.  

• We were told many diseases would be eradicated because we decoded the human 
genome.  

• We were told nuclear power would make power cheap and nearly limitless.  

• We were told technology would make work easier and create shorter work weeks.  

• Well, none of it came true. In fact, in most cases things have gotten worse.  
 
What we have learned is what billions and billions of people who have lived before us also have 
learned.  
 
We are still lonely, let down, disappointed and disenfranchised. Our tools just help us get there 
faster and see it clearer. 
 
The state of this world shows how discouraged the postmodern person is. In us is a desire for 
life to be “fairer, freer, and less cruel,” 1 yet every time the postmodern person does this for 
one group another suffers. Postmodernity isn’t a forward step from modernity but heart-
breaking realization that man only makes messes. The problem is in us. We need saved from an 
indwelling issue.2 
 
Let me make this more personal:  
 
If you find yourself continually trying to make a politician or technological advancement the 
hero to rescue or the scapegoat to blame, you are going to continually find yourself let down.  
Our leaders and technological advancements aren’t the cause of our social problems, they are 
merely products that display what’s broken in us.  
 
They are the sum of the human condition not the cause.  
 
I wrote a paper on this. It’s heady but walks slowly through the shift from modern to 
postmodern. How disappointment is destroying us. Visit: 

 
1 Pluckrose, Helen; Lindsay, James A.. Cynical Theories . Pitchstone Publishing. Kindle Edition. 
2 https://mcolaw.wordpress.com/2021/10/12/a-christian-response-to-the-deconstruction-of-the-west/ 



https://mcolaw.wordpress.com/2021/10/12/a-christian-response-to-the-deconstruction-of-
the-west/  
 
To the Text: 
 
We are going to read and memorize a scripture out of Psalms this week.  
Psalms is a collection of many Hebrew poems. Most of them fall into two categories: songs of 
lament and songs of praise. Many of them are from David but there are other authors too.  
Think of them as choir songs, or an old school Hymnal.  
  
If you were to read through all the songs you would see a prime desire. It’s for a Messianic 
Kingdom. The authors aren’t primarily wanting bigger houses, more money, sex, or power. They 
are are wanting a right world.  
 
The Psalms are honest about humanity’s struggles.   
 

1. There is real suffering and it is because something is off in our hearts. 
2. The world truly doesn’t work with us. Every step forward is hard.  
3. We as humans do want more than what this world can offer.  
4. We long for a right and true king and a right and true kingdom.  

 
 
Scripture:  
Psalm 37:4 ESV 
Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.3 
 

• If you read this and focus on the second part first, you can miss the prime idea 
completely. If you read the phrase “he will give you the desires of your heart” and 
ponder this unattached from “delight yourself in the Lord,” you can miss the main idea 
completely.  
 

• Delighting in the Lord isn’t a tool for getting what you want. Placing your delight in the 
Kingdom of God is the prime desire that will rightly shape the other desires in your 
heart.  
 

• This is not a scripture exemplifying someone who finally gets a little more of what they 
want from this broken world. It’s the person who now truly wants a better world. 
 

• Right now someone is thinking, “Pastor Mike, are you are saying you want me to 
pretend that I want Godly things when I don’t yet?” Yes, every great growth begins with 
some pretending. Parents pretend their kids understand them long before the child can 
actually talk and comprehend the words. Every great sports play pretends they know 

 
3 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016) 
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how to play long before they are proficient. There is always pretending and practicing 
before embodying.  
 

o Yesterday I practiced with Julia jumping and Cara swimming. Neither can do it 
yet. They will! They will pretend and practice until they do.  

 

• What is God doing? Biblical context.  
o In just a little while, the wicked will be no more. He sees you and holds your 

heritage for forever (vs. 18). 
 

• What can we do? Biblical context.  
o Be still, stop grasping and clinging for things that are passing away. Vs. 7 
o Be faithful with what you can do and wait faithfully on what only God can do. Vs. 

7 
o Refrain from anger. Vs. 8 
o Forsake wrath. Vs. 8 
o Delight yourselves in peace. Vs. 11 

 
Final Thoughts: 
Righteousness and the Law of God are not made by man and they are a force like gravity.  
We need to stop seeing the universe as neutral. It was created with a purpose and it is going 
somewhere. Righteousness and the law of love are objectively real. Like gravity, they are a 
force that pre existed humanity and everything is affected by them. When you let the desires of 
your heart align with God you align with an eternal glorious love that will last forever. 
 
Imagine a world with no more suffering, pain or fighting to stay alive. Imagine a world with no 
more loneliness. Imagine true peace and fulfilling purpose.  
 
Next Steps Card: 
Pray that God would shape the desires of your heart. 
  
What work in your life can only God make right? 
How can you honor Him well while you wait on that work to be finished?  


