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Mike’s Moments: 
 
Opening Illustration:  
A secular humanist and author Tom Holland wrote an interesting book called Dominion.1  
As a non-believer he unequivocally defends Christianity as the dominant force for the 
betterment of humanity. The world knew nothing of the charities that we know today before 
the church.  
Even in our “secular” world almost everything that we see as good is based on our Christian 
heritage. 
Tom Holland makes the case that the world knew nothing of the charities that we know today 
before the church.  

• Why do we care for those who suffer in a society? 

• Why do we set up programs to help those who don’t produce in society?  

• Why do we see slavery as evil?  

• Even the sciences we know and use today are connected to Christianity.  

• Even the space for atheism to exist in our culture is at the hands of charitable Christians.   
 
I can hear the rebuttal now. 
“But Pastor Mike what about the awful things that ‘Christians’ did in history like the inquisition 
or parts of the Crusades?”  
 
Holland, the non-believing secular humanist, substantiates that these were people who had 
functionally rejected the teachings of Jesus. They were Christian in name only. In actuality these 
leaders were not like Christ at all. Like a drug dealer wearing a cross necklace doesn’t make him 
an actual follower of Christ, so have these men rejected Jesus all while wearing his emblems.  
 
The good that we know was always a realignment with the teachings of Jesus.  
 
As he skims through human history, we also learn this. 
 
Government leaders always promise peace by convincing their people to accept bigger, more 
powerful governments. They teach their people to welcome more restrictions, taxation, and 
relinquish rights, which ultimately produces more suffering, not less.  
 
A heart filled with hope and love has the ability to hold even a weapon safely.  
A vengeful bitter heart can’t even hold a fist without causing harm.  

 
1 Holland, Tom; Dominion: https://www.amazon.com/Dominion-Christian-Revolution-Remade-
World/dp/0465093507/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1654795783&sr=8-1 



For a society to be free, fair, and enjoyable, it doesn’t need bigger governments and stricter 
regulations; it needs a new heart.  
History is clear: ever-growing governments that continually strip freedoms will lead to more 
suffering, not less. From Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, and Persia. Even Rome to the modern West. 
Human flourishing is made or lost in the heart alone.  
 
Can you see it? 
 
God’s mechanism of social reformation is teaching the individuals in a society what love is.  
  
The heart of prophesies of Isaiah are all about God’s people refusing to play this evangelistic 
role in the world.  
 
Isaiah was a prophet, someone that spoke to the people on behalf of God. Isaiah prophesied 
both hope and judgement on God’s people. They were guilty of quite a few things; I’ll focus on 
two today.  

 

• Instead of being the light of God to the world (Genesis 12) they were letting the worlds 
darkness into their hearts (ch. 1-12 of Isaiah).  

 

• They were supposed to show the world that trust and hope were to be placed in the 
ways and promises of God. Out of their fear and lust they were justifying and making 
political deals and alliances with the very people (Assyria and Babylon) they were called 
to model the ways of God to. Ironically, the very countries and people they are trying to 
impress will destroy them. 2 

 
To the Text: 
 
Scripture:  
Isaiah 40:31 ESV 
“but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like 
eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.”3 
 

• In all this geopolitical chaos and sin Isaiah tells the people to wait on the Lord. What 
does it mean to wait?  

o Wait while powerful nations go to war with each other. Assyria, Babylon and 
Persia.  

o Wait while their leaders are allowing very sinful things to happen in their 
country.  

o Wait while they are suffering because of the actions of others.  
 

 
2 The Bible Project: Isaiah 
3 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016) 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Pr3.5&off=3&ctx=of+God+and+man.+%0a+5%C2%A0~+i%EF%BB%BFTrust+in+the+Lord


• We need to be aware of our action and God's action in waiting. Words like “wait”, 
“abide”, and “hope” are not void of actionable responsibility in scripture.  
 

• God's work in waiting:  
o Isaiah talks a lot about Jesus. He says their ultimate freedom and flourishing will 

come from a future king named Immanuel (ch.7). He will set them free from 
oppression not by living like and making deals with sinful powerful people but by 
modeling real love, being honest about their sin, and taking the effects of it on 
himself (ch. 9). There are whole chapters in Isaiah dedicated to God’s work that 
we must wait on. We have no option but to trust in what we can’t see and don’t 
understand.  

o Here is how I would say it. God is at work even if you can’t see it.  
 

• Our work in waiting:  
o Be faithful with what you do have influence over and trust God in the areas you 

don’t have influence.  
o Sometimes God keeps you out of places of influence or fame to protect you.  
o We must be hope for each other on hard days. You individually do not have to 

carry all hope all the time for all people. You participate in a community that 
carries it together.  
Illustration: I am so critical of myself. I feel like I am not making a difference. My 
wife sends me a steady stream of God's effectiveness. I would not be here 
without her encouragement. We are so worried that we will make someone 
proud we end up letting them live in discouragement.  

 
Next Steps Cards: 
My friend and pastor Dr. Stephen Thompson says that this verse would have been understood 
in a way we don’t think about. When eagles are molting, they lose the ability to fly and hunt 
well. They can even die if not for the help of their brothers and sisters. Other eagles will hunt 
for them, provide for them, and even cry out over them until they finish the molting process 
and can take flight again.4 
Isaiah knew this when he penned these words. There are times we are powerless, and our 
future must rely on God’s process and God’s people.  
Think of an area where you are waiting on God.  

• Think about what you don’t have control over. Give it to God.  

• Think about who you might need to encourage.  

• Remember God’s unseen work.  

• How can you honor God while you wait? 

• Think about your Christian community. Sometimes you go to church for you, sometimes 
you go for others.  

• On the next steps card. What is God doing in your heart?     

 
4 Eagles Molting: https://birdeden.com/molting-in-birds-explained 


