
Into Your Heart 
Mike Colaw 
Week Four: Romans 12:2 
 
Mike’s Moments: 
 

• Emphasize Next Step cards, they are prayed over. I want you to know I love you. I deeply 
want you to find purpose and meaning in life. Make sure to grab the next steps card in 
the row in front of you. As God speaks to you and works in your heart, please let us 
know! We have been praying for you and we love you deeply.  

• Just a reminder we are studying the scripture out of the ESV and memorizing out of the 
NIV. At the beginning of this series I went into the details of why we are doing this. You 
can look up that sermon to be reminded.  

• Push the Sent Service – today, East Fishers, 4:00 
 
Opening Illustration:  

Steve Jobs was once asked what was the biggest thing he learned at Apple. His response 
was really interesting. After a long pause he responded with something like this.   
When you see something that isn’t being done right, don’t let your first reaction be to go fix it. 
If you are going to build a team that will do great things for the next decade and beyond, look 
at what people thought and did that led to creating problems. In a sense he said, “To make 
lasting change don’t focus on the problem without first looking at the systems and thought 
processes that led to making these problems.” 1 
 
As a leader, I agree. You do need to implement quick fixes at times, but without really 
examining how people come to think and do things, you will find people continually making bad 
decisions.  
 
You don’t create lasting change by obsessing on the brokenness but by paying attention to 
what is forming the way you think and how you view the world.  
 
With this in mind, let’s go to the text.  
 
Romans 12 1-2(ESV) (Verse 2 is our memory verse.)  
“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern 
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”  
 

• Let’s look at the historical context. Rome was very complex. It was so diverse and 
polytheistic it was functionally pagan. Meaning if you believe anything can be true, you 

 
1 Jobs, Steve; Interview at MIT 1992: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1lEnMmH9qh4, last accessed May 11, 
2022.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1lEnMmH9qh4


functionally believe in no external compass. They followed their own heart and the 
more powerful and rich they were the more they could do this.  

• They hated Christians because Christians claimed a grand truth and truth giver that was 
above all. You can’t make space for truth when the truth you believe in is subjectivity for 
all.  

o The polytheist says things like:  
▪ Who are you to tell me what I should do with my body?  
▪ Who are you to tell me what to do with my appetites?  
▪ Who are you to tell me what to do with my time? 
▪ Who are you to tell me what to do with my money?  
 

• What we find in Rome is what we find today. To be free from all constraint is to be lost. 
The polytheism, paganism and “freedom” of Rome ended up creating the epicenter of 
social displacement. If you want more on this, consider reading St. Augustine’s The City 
of God.  

 

• Christianity began growing rapidly as people discovered this, but this was not without its 
complications. All these new believers carried immense issues of depth and breadth into 
their faith.  
 

o Where do you go with the new believer who is still a violent contracted Roman 
soldier? 

o Where do you go with the new believer who has 3 wives?  
o Where do you go with the new believer who fully believes their race is superior?   
o Where do you go with the new believer who has 5 slaves?  
o What do you do when all of these and many more walk into your church still 

hating each other?  
 

• Let’s do a little literary context. The book of Romans was written by Paul to the church 
in Rome and could be divided in many ways. I want to look at the book of Romans 
through the lens of three prime themes. These themes are woven through the whole 
book.  

o What’s wrong with us? We are hopelessly lost (1:18-32; 2:1-3:8). 
o What is the solution? God gives us Jesus. Literally, the new way to be human 

(Ch.5).  
o What do we do now? We silence (or put down/sacrifice) all other compasses and 

turn our attention to Jesus (Ch. 12-16).   
 

• Instead of hyper focusing on every potential problem, we should focus on the objective 
good and what that looks like, talks like, sounds like, and acts like. We look at Jesus.    

• If I could sum it up in two sentences, I would say it like this. Blessed are those who 
understand holiness is more a rightly aimed love than a perfectly followed law. For it is 



not proper law but proper love that will lead one ever further into holy living, into the 
likeness of Christ.  
 

• Let’s run through some tactical steps.  
 

• First, pray for it. Pray that God would awaken you. 

• Turn up the volume and frequency of hearing Biblical truth.  

• Turn down the volume and frequency of what is antithetical to Christ.   

• Make Christian community the top priority.  
o Do not merely have Christian friends but be in groups that talk about Christ and 

what loving him looks like.  

• Consider Christian counseling if you are stuck.  

• Apply the love of Jesus in all aspects of your life. Jesus isn’t just for Sunday.  

• Notice the lusts and lies that you are prone to give into.  
o Remember the enemy brought destruction into the whole human race not by 

force but by shaping what people want.  
o Talk about what Jesus would say and do on these things. 
o Pray over these things with people who love you and love Jesus.  

 
Final Thoughts:  
So, there is Steve Jobs, standing in front of a class at MIT. A young voice from the back asks, 
“What’s the most important thing you have learned?” He basically replies with, ““To make 
lasting change don’t focus on the problem without first looking at the systems and thought 
processes that led to making these problems.” Think process, think what is influencing 
outcome.  
 
So, there is Paul. He is addressing the mountain of problems facing one of the most diverse and 
complicated churches in history. There is so much that is wrong and what is wrong is so deeply 
in it’s people. What do they do? Paul basically says, To make lasting change love Jesus wholly 
and work to make Him center in all you do. When you do, all other things will begin to unravel. 
Your mind will become clear.  
 
Romans 12:1-2 (NIV) “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to 
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper 
worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and 
perfect will.” 
 
Let me say it one last way: (Spoken Word)  
You think living holy is found in more rules, more laws, more control.  
You think fixing your heart is found in more discipline, more denial and more restraint of your 
soul.  
We believe our best is something we can make. 



We believe our best is something we can shape.  
We act as if God's compassion is something we can lose.  
We act as if God's love is something we can choose.  
In the end the Truth is clear, it drives out every fear and we can't make it disappear.  
The cross is stronger than our failure, He even chose us while we were still sinners.  
From His cross to your current…  
Falling in love with Jesus is the only way… 
 
Next Steps: 
In what area is God asking you to trust his ways and wisdom?  


