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Week Two: Jeremiah 29:11 
 
Mike’s Moments: 
 

• Emphasize Next Step cards, they are prayed over. I want you to know I love you. I deeply 
want you to find purpose and meaning in life. Make sure to grab the next steps card in 
the row in front of you. As God speaks to you and works in your heart, please let us 
know! We have been praying for you and we love you deeply.  

• Just a reminder we are studying the scripture out of the ESV and memorizing out of the 
NIV. At the beginning of this series I went into the details of why we are doing this. You 
can look up that sermon to be reminded.  

 
Opening Illustration:  
I woke up at 3am Tuesday morning with this sermon on my mind. I feel a lot of weight around 
it. Not primarily because it’s confusing or controversial but because so many of you probably 
have it as an anchor verse. This scripture is probably the most misused. I know this is a core 
verse for many of you. My goal is not to cause harm as I unravel the misuse of this text. My 
hope is that this sermon will bring even deeper love of it. 
So, if you have it tattooed on your arm as an anchor verse you don’t have to go get a dancing 
lady tattooed over the top of it. Keep it. I want to help you find a stronger understanding of 
what it means.  
 
Jeremiah 29:11 is often misrepresented in two ways. 
 
People have taken this verse out of context and used it as a promise that God would bless 
whatever they put their heart and mind to. This is often referred to as the “prosperity gospel.” 
The idea is that if you really love God, everything you do and work on is going to bring health 
and wealth.  
 
The response to this misuse created recontextualization zealots. These people so hang on 
original context, they can overlook the revealed nature of God that does apply to us. With great 
love of the Bible, they accidentally used the tool of contextualization as a weapon that has 
separated us from much of the Old Testament.  
 
I want to offer a road of balance. Not all scripture was written directly to us, but all scripture 
was written for our benefit.  
 
Context does matter: 
What if we were to use other random verses out of context and make them our life verse? 

• Imagine a worn-out mom of a teenager comes to me and says, “I feel like God is calling 
me like Abraham and Isaac to sacrifice this kid.” Nope, that’s not what this verse is for.  



• Imagine another lady who ridiculously elevates their “perfect” little child and says, “I 
think my life verse is the one where Mary hears her son is the Savior of the world.” Uh, 
no.  

• Or what if an old guy comes up to me and says, “You know that prophet in the Bible 
who called out bears to maul the annoying teenagers?” Let me stop you there, you can’t 
claim that verse as a reason to take on the annoying student.  

 
Remember: Not all scripture was written to us, but all scripture was written for our benefit. 
 
 
Jeremiah 29:11 (ESV) 
11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to 
give you a future and a hope.1 
 

• The grand story of Jeremiah begins with the people of God using the gifts God has given 
them selfishly. They were causing more of the very suffering they were supposed to be 
relieving.  

 

• Along comes the prophet Jeremiah proclaiming the fall of God’s people because of their 
unfaithfulness. God is going to remove his hand of favor. There is nothing scarier.  
 

• God uses the sinful nation of Babylon as a tool to stop the Israelites from representing 
God so poorly to the world. Israel is destroyed and her people captured, exiled. 2 Kings 
24-25 
 

• An important reflection question: When God blesses you, what happens to God’s 
reputation and the most vulnerable in society?  

o Think about the poor, the orphan, the immigrant, the disabled. Do their lives 
improve when God blesses you?  

o The gift of wealth and power often produce more pride and self-justification. We 
use the gifts God has given us as tools to justify our own selfishness.   

o History teaches that ultimate power doesn’t ultimately corrupt. Ultimate power 
ultimately reveals and magnifies what’s already in us.  
 

• Let’s look at the memory verse in historical and literary context now.  
 

• Jeremiah 29:4-14 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I 
have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in them; plant 
gardens and eat their produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for 
your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; 
multiply there, and do not decrease. 7 But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent 

 
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Je 29:11. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Je29.11&off=0&ctx=ck+to+%E2%80%A2this+%E2%80%A2place.+~11%C2%A0w%EF%BB%BFFor+I+know+%E2%80%A2the


you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your 
welfare. 8 For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your prophets and 
your diviners who are among you deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams that they 
dream, 9 for it is a lie that they are prophesying to you in my name; I did not send them, 
declares the LORD.  
10 “For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit you, 
and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans 
I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future 
and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. 
13 You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found 
by you, declares the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the 
nations and all the places where I have driven you, declares the LORD, and I will bring you 
back to the place from which I sent you into exile. 2 
 

• They are told to accept the exile, to begin living in their current state.  
 

• They are told that God will bless them while they are there.  
 

• They are told to be a witness and work to the welfare of these people for 70 years. 
 

• They are told false prophets will keep continually telling them God is going to take them 
out now.  
 

• Can you see it? They are forced into their original calling, to be transformational 
witnesses to the nations. Isaiah 43 

 
What does this mean for me?  

• God not only loves his sinful people, but he also loves the lost people they are around.   
 

• God is present and active with his people even when they are in seasons of exile.  
 

• God can work with you and in you no matter how big your mistakes have been.  
 

• God wants you to lean into His mission even after massive failures.  
 

• In exile they still have a glorious purpose and the love of God.  
 

• The best is yet to come, even for us today.  
 

Final Thoughts:  

 
2 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Je 29:4–14. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Je29.4&off=3&ctx=abylon.+It+said:+4%C2%A0%E2%80%9C~Thus+says+the+Lord+o


• Flourish where you are planted and believe in the promise of a glorious, final family 
reunion – heaven. Don’t get the provisions given by God today mixed up with the 
promises that are still to come. Remember, there is a much greater promise to come!  

• This is a great life verse and if it’s yours you should keep it. In it is a very involved 
compassionate God who gives purpose for today and is preparing a glorious family 
reunion in the end. 
 

Next Steps: 
 
Where do you feel God calling you to flourish where he has planted you?  


