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Production Notes: 

1. Thank you.  
2. Text highlighted in green goes on the screen.  
3. A picture of the deacons praying over me at God’s Grace will be with the final 

illustration.  
 
Opening: 

• Thank you.  
 
We have been studying the names of Jesus.  
The Bible was written by approximately 40 authors over thousands of years from multiple 
continents and they really wanted their readers to know the Messiah. He has almost 200 names 
and titles, each one prayerfully crafted so that you can know who the true king of the world is 
and what he is like.  
 
I want to introduce you to one of those names. Jesus is The Man of Sorrows.  (refer to last week 
so people aren’t confused and think you didn’t hear what Bishop T preached on.) 
 
Let’s jump in this week.  
 
When I was in 5th grade, I attended a school system that was very diverse. (Parents are 
unnecessary to your point? My parents are great, I think they wanted it that way.) I literally had 
classes where I was a minority. I was also a nerd. It’s true. I had big glasses and huge teeth. 
Rough days. I honestly don’t remember much of those days but one of them is still very clear. I 
was walking through the halls with my large frame glasses and big backpack carrying books for 
a bunch of my classes. This zit-covered, junior high kid was walking down the stairs and a group 
of older black kids kicked me over and beat me up. I took it as best as I knew how for a child. I 
was surprised more than anything else. After it was over I picked myself up, tried not to cry, put 
things back in my backpack and made my way to class, late.  
The halls were quiet after the bell.  
I remember thinking, “I have no idea why they did that. They didn’t steal anything. I don’t think 
I said anything mean that would have made them mad.” 
Then a thought bounced around in my head.  
“They just hate me and there is nothing I can do about it.”  
As I got older, I learned about the complexities of U.S. history and that thought got a little 
bigger.  
“They hate me and there is nothing I can do about it. They probably think I hate them and 
there is nothing they can do about it.” 



Then you grow up and you start watching the news and you realize people aren’t hungry for 
good stories, so every story that gets real traction is about more hate. It seems to be what all 
the powerful people want.  
So we all walk through life afraid and careful.  
Hate and fear win.  
With this in mind, let me introduce you to another name of Jesus. 
 
Jesus is the Lamb of God 
 
To the Text: 
John 1:29-30 
29 The next day he (John the Baptist) saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb 
of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a 
man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’” 1 
 
When you read a word, even a transliterated word, that was used nearly 3,000 years ago (Isaiah 
was penned about 750 BC) it's hard to really understand what they meant.  
 
What is the “lamb”? It was the doomed innocent creature that would have revenge, hate, 
jealousy, lust and prejudice poured out onto it. It was to absorb the sins of humanity. We have 
lived such benign lives in suburban America we may not get this. Most of the world through 
most of history would have. If you comforted your sister after a Roman raped her, watched 
your little brother starve to death, or stood powerless as your uncle was burned alive for 
stealing tax money to feed his family you would understand the grip of revenge or anger. God 
gave sinful humanity a way to discharge this. It was through sacrifice. We don’t give our sins to 
God because He needs it, we do it because we enter a living hell itself if we don’t. The Old 
Testament sacrificial system isn’t about God being mean or blood hungry, it’s about His grace 
that alleviates the poison that’s in us. The wrath of God is against the poison of sin, not 
humans. (Ephesians 6:12; Ezekiel 33:11)  
 
Let’s make this even more clear. 
 
Think of the Roman tension that Jesus was born into.  

• Powerful rich people were taking advantage of the poor and suffering at levels vastly 
beyond what we know. Romans would pillage, rape and steal whatever they wanted. 
Many of the people Rome conquered were literally starving all around them.  

• Racism that continually resulted in murder and oppression was everywhere.  

• Hearts full of revenge and blame were on every front.   

• Humanity was on the verge of consuming itself.  
 
And the very few who took up arms merely justified the swift and violent response by soldiers. 
The “You hurt my people; I’ll kill you!” mentality was everywhere.  

 
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Jn 1:29–30. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Jn1.29&off=24&ctx=ld%2c+the+Lamb+of+God%0a~29%C2%A0The+next+day+he+s


 
Remember: One group’s “altruistic” mission is the next group’s terrorist attack that will demand 
another “altruistic” mission in response.  
 
Think of it like Newton’s cradle. (This needs a photo or short video – for some people it will be 
hard to imagine this) Five steel balls separately attached by strings to a single rod at the top. 
When you lift the first ball and let it go the energy doesn’t disappear it just moves to the next 
ball until it goes through all the balls and comes back through them all on itself. This is the idea 
found in the first murder with Cain and Abel. There will be an act that will bring something into 
this world that will continually pass along something sinister until it explodes and appears to 
come from nowhere. That is one way sin works. 
 
What do we do with all this brokenness?  
 
Jesus is the perfect lamb (sacrifice) of God. The person who can take on all the weight of our 
fears, desire for revenge, hate, and jealousy without it destroying humanity. 
 
 “The world needed a suffering Sovereign. Mere suffering would not do. Mere sovereignty 
would not do. The one is not strong enough to save; the other is not weak enough to 
sympathize. So, he came as who he was: the compassionate King. The crushed Conqueror. The 
lamb-like Lion. The suffering Sovereign.”2- John Piper 
 
Jesus says, “Put it on me. I’ll take it.”  
Every nail, every whip, every ounce of your hate, fear, and anger. Give it to him. We release it 
from our hearts and pour it out on Christ for our salvation.   
 
Even while being abused to death He still says, “Father, forgive them! They don’t know what 
they are doing.” (Lk. 23:34) 
- 
 
There I was. Beaten up, laying at the bottom of a stairwell. I had no idea why. In those 
moments you can feel fear, mistrust and even a little hatred begin to grow in you. No matter 
how hard you try to fight it off.  
 
30 years later…  
 
A black man named Bishop Stephen Thompson gets my attention at a meeting. He relentlessly 
wants to connect. It doesn’t take but a few meetings and I think…he might actually care.  
As a kid I was hurt by black men and I didn’t know why.  
Today I am loved by a black man, and I know why.  
 
Jesus wants everything that could separate us nailed to the cross.  

 
2 Piper, John https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/how-does-jesus-come-to-newtown 



 
“Forgiveness does not mean ignoring what has been done or putting a false label on an evil act. 
It means, rather, that the evil act no longer remains as a barrier to the relationship…forgiveness 
is a catalyst creating the atmosphere necessary for a fresh start and a new beginning, and we 
are free from the mental block that impedes new relationships. Forgiveness means 
reconciliation, a coming together again. Without this, no man can love his enemies.”3 - Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.  
 
“We are not called to waste our sorrows but grow through them in grace and glory”4 -Dr. 
Timothy Keller 
 
Let me end with this.  
Last week I shared a version of this message at God’s Grace Community church. A black inner 
city congregation. At the end of my sermon one of the deacons called me up to the stage and 
said; “In your youth a bunch of black men laid hands on you in a wrong way. Today let a bunch 
of black men lay hands on you in a right way.” They placed their hands on me and prayed.  
 
The only thing in the universe that can absorb all the destruction of sin without destroying us 
all is the Messiah’s love. Every whip across his back, every nail through his skin, every hateful 
comment thrown at Him…the truly innocent man says, “I’ll take it all.” For you.  
 
My greatest desire is to help make your best day the day you meet Jesus face to face.  
  
Next steps: 
Write down a fear, jealousy, revenge, or any other sin that you know you need to give to Jesus.  

• Envision the crucifixion.  

• Do a confessional with a public confession. “We have sinned…” 
 
End standing in prayer.  
Open the altars for prayer.  
What do you need God to take? 
 

 
3 Excerpted from “A Gift of Love: Sermons from Strength to Love and Other Preachings’” by The 
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.http://interfaithtexas.org/loving-your-enemies/ 
4 https://www.facebook.com/100044151443617/posts/425425522272492/ 


