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Production Notes: 

1. Text highlighted in green goes on the screen.  
2. Don’t miss next week! I am pulpit swapping with Bishop Thompson and God’s Grace 

Community Church.  
 
Opening: 

• If you are new we want to connect with you.  
o Next Step card in one of the black boxes at back of room 

• Thank them for being a part of this family.  
 
The Bible was written by approximately 40 authors over thousands of years from multiple 
continents and they really wanted their readers to know the Messiah.  
 
Let’s jump in this week.  
 
A number of years ago I had the opportunity to drive a Lamborghini. It was interesting jumping 
out of my 4-cylinder midsize sedan and into a two-door rocket on wheels. The first thing I 
noticed was that everything was in Italian and nearly every control was on the steering wheel. 
As I was quickly going to learn the people who designed this must have thought it’s a big deal 
for the drivers to keep their hands on the wheel the whole time.  
I applied the same amount of pressure to the gas pedal I usually do but produced so much 
more life. Honestly, it pinned me back in my seat, and I almost lost control of the car. Can you 
imagine the police report? “Mike Colaw, local pastor, wrecks a $400,000 car into a light pole.” 
After course correcting the owner jokingly reminded me this car isn't made to off-road. It hugs 
the road so tight even a railroad crossing at the wrong speed could cause a wreck. We decided 
to slowly make our way to a well paved straight road outside of town. “This is the kind of road 
the Lambo was made for,” the owner said. “Clear boundaries, well paved, wide-open 
highways.” 
He wasn’t kidding…I was set free.  
It was like gliding across a frozen lake at speeds I won’t admit publicly. Everything worked so 
perfectly. The sound of the engine, the response of the gears, to the shifting paddles. It was 
unbelievable. I could hit the gas at 60 mph and still lay down rubber. So much power set free.  
Oh, you could take it off-roading. I guess it could be your next hunting vehicle. Can you imagine 
a country boy strapping a deer to the roof of Lambo?  
I learned something important about super cars.  
The real potential of a super car is when the driver’s use of the vehicle align with the engineer’s 
intent. The better the alignment, the better the performance.   
 
Let me introduce you to another name of Jesus. 



 
Jesus is the Wonderful Counselor  
I’m going to let you in on the end idea right up front.  
Jesus is the perfect aligner of God’s intent for humanity and our actions. He is the way we find 
life to the full.  
 
To the Text: 
Isaiah 9:6 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and 
his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 1 
 
When you read a word, even a transliterated word, that was used nearly 3,000 years ago (Isaiah 
was penned about 750 BC) it's hard to really understand what they meant.  
 
Advice; adviser, especially on legal matters (such as a lawyer). In Bible times a counselor in a 
king’s court was like a U.S. cabinet member today. A counselor might at times have been in line 
to succeed the king.2 
 
In this text, counselors were political cabinet members helping aim the actions of a king.  

• They gave advice and helped shape the laws of the land.  

• They reminded the king of his identity in times of hardship.  

• They prepared the way when he was traveling.  

• They had powerful influence, they represented the king to others and the others to the 
king. 

• They would even make decisions for the king when he was unable to make wise 
decisions himself.  

 
Let's talk about counselors.  
  
Counselors today give advice on personal, emotional, and social issues.  
  
Biblically, counselors remind you of who you are, help you see clearly, prepare the way for you, 
tell you what you should be doing, represent the world to you and you to the world. They help 
you create boundaries and hold you accountable to them. Your life is in their hands.  
 
If a car is a human, the counsel (advice) the person allows in their life is the driver of the car. 
You will have people who want to steer your life in ways your designer never intended.  
 
What does this mean?  

 
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Is 9:6. 
2 Walter A. Elwell and Barry J. Beitzel, “Counsel, Counselor,”Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible 

(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1988), 527. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Is9.6&off=3&ctx=l+for+the+fire.+%0a+6%C2%A0~+u%EF%BB%BFFor+to+us+a+child
https://ref.ly/logosres/bkrencbib?ref=Page.p+527&off=1303&ctx=Counsel%2c+Counselor.+~Advice%3b+adviser%2c+esp


• We don't have a map for life, we have a guide, a perfect driver, Jesus.  Jesus is 
“paraclete.” The one who comes alongside.  

• Jesus teaches us about the world and us.  
• Jesus doesn’t only sit in your hardship. He shows the way out.  
• Jesus reminds you of who you are. (John 14:26) 
• Jesus shows you what you should be doing.  
• Jesus prepares the way for you.  
• The Holy Spirit is the continuation of this work (John 16:13); not the replacement, the 

continuation.  
 
This leads us to a few interesting questions.  
  
What about false counselors? 
Jude says false teachers are wandering stars, hidden reefs and waterless clouds, they promise 
much but lead you nowhere and leave you empty (Jude 1:3-16). The Greek word for planet is 
wanderer because planets move all around the sky.  
  
How do we listen to Christ and the Holy Spirit as the counselor? 

• Spend time in The Bible. Know Jesus well (Hebrews 4). 
• Spend time in transparent prayer (Psalm 139:23-24). (Talk about my time in prayer and 

how God is undoing knots in my spirit as I practice transparency and the prayer of 
release.) 

• Get in Christian community and work out what you believe (Proverbs 27:17; Proverbs 
15:22). 

  
Should I give counsel?  
Yes, you are called to help counsel others (Prov. 15:22). Just remember: some of you are so 
empathetic you never speak truth. Some of you are so loud and bold you refuse to listen.  
  
So, there I am driving the Lambo. When it is where it is supposed to be, within it's boundaries, 
being "counseled" by a driver that knows the way and is in control, it comes to life. 
Unbelievable life.  
  
My greatest desire is to help make your best day the day you meet Jesus face to face.  
  
End standing in prayer.  
Open the altars for prayer.  
 


