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Mike Colaw 
 
Production Notes: 

1. Text highlighted in green goes on the screen.  
2. Picture of Aragorn running at the gates of Mordor for the final Illustration.  

 
Opening: 

• If you are new we want to connect with you.  
o Next Step card in one of the black boxes at back of room 

• Introduce Andy and give an update on our plant.  
 
We are in a series about the Names of Jesus.  
Historically, most names were given for three primary reasons.  

1. They serve to tell people what family you are from. Colaw 
2. What you do. Blacksmith, Shoemaker 
3. What you have accomplished. Alexander the Great 

Jesus is given 198 titles and names in the Bible1 and in those names are his identity. This is 
incredible. It shows how deeply the original authors desired for their readers to understand 
who Christ was.  
The Bible was written by approximately 40 authors over thousands of years from multiple 
continents and they really wanted their readers to know the Messiah.  
 
Let’s jump in this week.  
 
I need to confess something. I like action movies.  
A few days ago I was watching one of the old Mission Impossible movies with Tom Cruise. I love 
it. The time sensitive complex problem solving. Everything is on the line. If they don’t execute 
the plan perfectly everything could be lost. Have you noticed they almost always insert some 
form of sensual excitement to? From James Bond to Lord of the Rings the creators of these 
stories know that we as humans are geared for moments of high risk and excitement. I 
personally have wondered if I would have been a better fit in King David’s army, giving my all on 
the battle field and if death met me it would be an honorable end in metal and blood. A hero’s 
death.  
People always talk about finding balance. If by balance they mean merely lazily walking through 
life, I don’t want that. If they mean moments of glorious rush and moments of restful 
satisfaction than I am in.  
 
I think God made us for big, high risk, heroic, glorious moments in life. We seek these out.  

 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Names_and_titles_of_Jesus_in_the_New_Testament 

 



 
The problem is we waste this passion and desire for high risk moments on stupid things like 
affairs, pornography, gambling and even big homes and cars we really can’t afford.  
 
I want you to risk to the level that you feel it. I just want you to aim rightly, like a hero. 
 
Let me introduce you to another title of Jesus  
 
Jesus is The Light of the World 
 
To the Text: 
“Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’” 
John 8:12 ESV 
 
The book of John is a poetic letter written by the “the disciple whom Jesus loved” (Jn 21:20-24). 
It’s goal is to help people connect to Christ. The sections of scripture leading up to this verse in 
John are a series of miracles all drawing people to a place where they get an opportunity to 
declare or decide who Jesus is. If you look at the scriptural context these miracles were almost 
always high risk situations. Even when Lazarus was brought back to life (John 11:1-44) he was to 
be a witness to Jesus and the religious leaders wanted to kill him. (John 12:9-11) He was 
brought to life for a very dangerous mission.  
 
Jesus didn’t come into this world to shut us down but to show us how to be human to the full 
(John 10:10).  
 
Jesus as the light of the world is not only a statement showing us who we are but also what our 
mission is. We far too often think of the metaphor “light” as an idea to understand rather than 
a mission to be accepted or a way to live.  
 
We have made Christianity so benign and as of late over emphasized safety and comfort. We 
have belittled dangerous courage. You were made for risk! Christians, risk big and aim that risk 
well.  
 
John 3:19 (ESV): “And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved 
the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.” 
 
A spiritually effective life > long life.  
 
Life to the full needs to include well aimed courage, risk and bravery. 
 
Jim Elliot:  
"God, I pray Thee, light these idle sticks of my life and may I burn for Thee. Consume my life, my 
God, for it is Thine. I seek not a long life, but a full one, like you, Lord Jesus." 



 
Martin Luther King:  
“You died when you refused to stand up for right, you died when you refused to stand up for 
truth, you died when you refused to stand up for justice.” 
 
I want to call out the people who hunger for risk and adventure. Don’t waste it on pornography, 
affairs, gambling and steep loans on temporal toys you can’t afford. Don’t mute your passion 
for adventure and risk with alcohol and drugs. Go to the ends of the earth! Help us send as 
many missionaries as we possibly can. Give until you need to pray for God to provide more. 
Relocate or take a job in an area where you feel called to help with a ministry. Adopt or foster a 
child, tell your neighbor about Jesus, start a small group, for God’s sake, pray out loud over your 
family! Risk it. I dare you. I want to call you out. Let’s dream big, go big, risk big for eternally 
glorious purpose!  
 
Illustration: 
 
At the end of the Lord of the Rings series there is a scene that makes me tear up every time I 
see it. Aragorn, the rightful king of middle earth, stands with a worn out small group of solders 
facing the enemies gates and a heartless innumerable evil army. They are merely a strategic 
diversion and their chance of survival is zero. The camera zooms in on Aragorn’s face and he 
says to his remaining troops, “For Frodo.” He turns and runs full force into the mountain of 
goblins, orcs and dragons. I have a picture of it. Check it out.  
 
Where are these people? I want them. I want them aiming their courage towards Christ.  
 
My greatest desire is to help make your best day the day you meet Jesus face to face.  
 
My life’s purpose is to help as many people as possible have the greatest day a human can 
possibly have. 
 
End with Prayer. 

• Invite people to stand. 

• Pray for what is about to happen.  

• We want to pray glorious spiritual purpose and courage into your life by name.  

• We will have staff at each side of the sanctuary. 
 
 
 


