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Production Notes: 

1. Text highlighted in green goes on the screen.  
 
Opening: 
 
Response cards and responding online.  
 
We are in a series about the Names of Jesus.  
Historically, most names were given for three primary reasons.  

1. They serve to tell people what family you are from. Colaw 
2. What you do. Blacksmith, Shoemaker 
3. What you have accomplished. Alexander the Great 

Jesus is given 198 titles and names in the Bible1 and in those names are his identity. This is 
incredible. It shows how deeply the original authors desired for their readers to understand 
who Christ was.  
The Bible was written by approximately 40 authors over thousands of years from multiple 
continents and they really wanted their readers to know the Messiah.  
 
Let’s jump in this week.  
 
Have you seen the “Just Be Kind” signs? (Show the sign.)  
I actually really like them. The story is really cool too. It started in central Indiana and has 
spread all over. The “just be kind” group started back in 2015 as an after-school club. They 
started making signs, t-shirts and keychains. They used the profits to support area 
organizations.2 
How cool is that? A middle school group started a movement and gives away the profits.  
It’s a sweet story. If you have the signs, keep them. I don’t at all have a problem with the heart 
behind this.  
The question remains, why doesn’t this work. How long has humanity existed and why can’t we 
actually, “Just Be Kind”?  
 
Why can’t humans “just be kind”? 
Simple platitudes aside… 
 

 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Names_and_titles_of_Jesus_in_the_New_Testament 
 
2 https://fox59.com/news/just-be-kind-movement-spreading-worldwide/  



• One group says it’s kind to let boys who feel like girls compete athletically with girls, 
others think it’s unfair for girls sports to let biological males compete with girls.  

• Another group says it’s kind to give people the freedom to choose to take a vaccination 
and another believes it’s kind to make everyone get it.  

• A husband would like to be able to cheat on his wife so he can “follow his heart” and his 
wife vehemently disagrees.  

• One group thinks its kind to the mother to kill an unwanted baby. Another thinks its kind 
to the baby (at the cost of the mother) to save the baby.  

• Some say it’s kind to take money from the wealthy, some say it’s stealing. 
• One group believes the government should take all that we own and distribute it. Trust 

the government. Another believes we have the right to keep it. Trust individual 
autonomy.  

 
Each group vehemently defends their beliefs and feels it necessary to make others submit to 
them. They are “religious” in their beliefs, imposing their ethics and proselytizing.  
 
Simple platitudes are one thing, but “just be kind” at a true societal level is nearly impossible.  
(Again, I love the signs and would even be willing to have one in my yard.)  
 
Listen to a broadly read pop culture magazine called The Atlantic. It offers an interesting article 
in which Shadi Hamid makes this problem clear.  
 

But if secularists hoped that declining religiosity would make for more rational politics, 
drained of faith’s inflaming passions, they are likely disappointed. As Christianity’s hold, 
in particular, has weakened, ideological intensity and fragmentation have risen. 
American faith, it turns out, is as fervent as ever; it’s just that what was once religious 
belief has now been channeled into political belief. Political debates over what America 
is supposed to mean have taken on the character of theological disputations. This is 
what religion without religion looks like. 

 - 
When we think of tribalism, we tend to focus on the primal pull of race, religion, or 
ethnicity. But partisan political loyalties can become tribal too. When they do, they can 
be as destructive as any other allegiance. The Founders understood this. In 1780, John 
Adams wrote that the “greatest political evil” to be feared under a democratic 
constitution was the emergence of “two great parties, each arranged under its leader, 
and concerting measures in opposition to each other.” George Washington, in his 
farewell address, described the “spirit of party” as democracy’s “worst enemy.” It 
“agitates the Community with ill-founded jealousies and false alarms, kindles the 
animosity of one part against another, foments occasionally riot and insurrection.” 3 

 
 

 
3 Hamid, Shadi. “America without God.” The Atlantic. Atlantic Media Company, March 11, 
2021. https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2021/04/america-politics-religion/618072/.  



Without an objective truth that humanity submits to, we find ever entrenching tribes at war 
with each other.  Humans are religious independent of whether they believe in a God or not.  
 
It's not just secular publications like the Atlantic that see this.  
 
The need for a true objective guide is becoming so clear we now have powerful apologists 
defending Christianity who aren’t Christian, like Bill Maher, Tom Holland, and Jordan Peterson.  
These people see the problem and defend Christianity as necessary for society to operate well.  
 
This was true in the time of Jesus. The Sadducees didn’t believe in the resurrection of the dead 
and Pilot defended Jesus while denying objective truth. Quid est veritas? (John 18:38)  
 
 
With this in mind let me offer you this name of Jesus: 
 
Jesus is Salvation 
 
To the Text: 
Acts 4:8-14 (ESV):  
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we are 
being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this 
man has been healed, 10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by 
him this man is standing before you well. 11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the 
builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is 
no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”  
13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 
uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been 
with Jesus. 14 But seeing the man who was healed standing beside them, they had nothing to 
say in opposition.4 
 

• Context matters. We find the bed of this text in a decaying Roman Empire full of 
opinionated people groups searching for something that could bind them. Peter tells 
them there is a prime truth, Jesus. He is the savior not only of their individual lives but 
humanity.  
 

• Jesus isn’t merely a good teacher or guide that knows a better way. He came claiming to 
be The Truth (John 14:6). The prime compass, the unifier of humanity and way forward.  
 

• He is literally the “Last Adam”. The separation between the old way of being human and 
the new way of being human (1 Cor. 15:45; : ἔσχατος Ἀδάμ ). He is the first of a new 

 
4 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Ac 4:8–14. 



mold, the next evolution, the prototype of humanity that can live forever in harmony 
with God and each other. (1 Corinthians 15:45 Eschatos Adam) 
 

• Jesus doesn’t merely know the way to be saved. He is salvation.  
 
Illustration: Pour out my heart! 
My greatest desire is to help make your best day the day you meet Jesus face to face.  
 
My life’s purpose is to help as many people as possible have the greatest day a human can 
possibly have. 
 
I want you to experience kindness and goodness at glorious levels. I deeply want peace. I deeply 
desire unity. I want to put one of those signs in my yard. At least I am thinking about it. I wish I 
could add a caveat at the bottom, but I love the heart behind it. It takes the innocence and 
partial blindness of a child’s movement to help us see that our ways don’t work. See, Jesus is 
how we “just be kind.” It is his mold that has true eternal staying power. It’s his version of 
interrelating that will lead us to heaven and create the greatest family reunion anyone could 
imagine. Jesus is salvation. It is in his name alone.  
 
Jan’s Car illustration.  
 
We will play a song. It so well depicts what becomes of those of the new Adam. They live 
forever with God. A kindness so perfected it can last forever.  
 
Listen to the words of the song.  
If you want prayer. There will be people at the front.  
 


