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Opening: 
We are in a series about the Names of Jesus.  
Historically, most names were given for three primary reasons.  

1. They serve to tell people what family you are from. Colaw 
2. What you do. Blacksmith, Shoemaker 
3. What you have accomplished. Alexander the Great 

Jesus is given 198 titles and names in the Bible1 and in those names are his identity. This is 
incredible. It shows how deeply the original authors desired for their readers to understand 
who Christ was.  
The Bible was written by approximately 40 authors over 4,000 years from multiple continents 
and they really wanted their readers to know the Messiah.  
 
Let’s talk about some of the cultural difficulties.  
 
There is a difference between Christianity accepting the culture’s ethic and Christians engaging 
ethically in a culture. 
 
We as Christians value all human life, even non-believers. Think of water wells in Africa. Think 
of Mother Teresa in Calcutta. Think of Destiny Rescue working to end human trafficking. Think 
of Jesus flipping the tables in the outer court. That part of the temple was the place where non-
believers were meant to come and learn about God. While we were still yet sinners Jesus died 
for us. (Romans 5:8) 
Jesus’ most intense moment (flipping the tables Matt. 21:12-13) was in defense of the rights of 
non-believers.  
 
We all know that bullying, mistreating or harassing people of a different sexual ethic is immoral. 
We also know that homosexuality isn’t a practice that was accepted in the Bible.  
What do we do with this? 
 
(Read this slowly.) 
Orthodox Christians are afraid if we are too kind we won’t dignify our ethic.  
Progressive Christians are afraid if we reveal Biblical ethic we won’t dignify the person.  
 

 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Names_and_titles_of_Jesus_in_the_New_Testament 
 



There is a difference between Christianity accepting the culture’s ethic and Christians engaging 
ethically in a culture. 
 
Let me say it a different way.  
 
We don’t know how to engage ethically in a culture without feeling like we are adopting the 
culture’s ethic. 
 
How do we do truth in love?! 
Let me say it once more from yet another angle.  
 
There is a dissonance between our espoused theology and our theology-in-practice. We don’t 
know how to embody our Christian ethic. 
 
How do we do truth in love?! 
 
Let me offer two more examples.  
 
We both know that all the poor should be cared for. Yet we know that most people don’t give 
of any significance.  
What do we do with this? 
 
We know that God wants us to value all human life. The unborn baby (be pastoral) matters, the 
pregnant mom matters, the elderly matter, the poor matter and civil rights matter. We know 
not all of these fall into our pluralistic politics.  
What do we do with this?  
 
This isn’t new. The Pharisees, the Zealots and the Sadducees were all struggling with the same 
problems.  How do you embody truth rightly? 
 
With this in mind let me offer you this name of Jesus: 
 
Jesus is The Son of Man 
 
To the Text: 
Luke 19:9–10 (ESV):  
And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of 
Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

• Jesus is speaking to a sinner, tax collector, with a bunch of religious people watching.  

• The Son of Man is what Jesus often called himself.  

• Let me introduce you to a theological term: Hypostatic Union. This is the divine and 
totally unique entanglement of God and flesh. There is a mountain of literature working 
to understand this. Jesus is the perfect embodiment of God.  



• Jesus is not only the perfect embodiment of God, he has come to seek and save us. The 
name “Son of Man” also shows the heart of God. He is God come to save humanity.  

• There are times in history when God allows enough tension in then church that we are 
forced to re-examine Christ.  

 
Illustration: 
In a world that is becoming ever more pluralistic and confrontational we need an example of 
what embodied Christianity looks like. 
 
A few years back I had a wonderful young lady come up and ask me what I thought about a 
complex sexual ethic. After engaging for a few minutes I realized she knows what the Bible says 
and what she is actually asking is how people should be treated, how Christians should treat 
her. With dignity.  
 
Here is what I say; 
Jesus wants to treat you with dignity. Jesus says you are a glorious eternal being and have 
immeasurable worth. Jesus will take everyone in this church and move them more and more 
into his likeness. You are most welcome to join us in that journey. None of us will be left the 
same. 
 
Honestly, I often have people ask me questions like this.  
What do you think of sexual ethics? 
What do you think of racism?  
What do you think about immigration? 
What do you think about our president or politics? (Either side.)  
 
With dignity. I don’t abandon my ethic in principal or in practice.  
 
I am beginning to realize that people most often are not asking me what I think about these 
complex social issues, but how do I think these people should be treated.  
 
Yes, there are people who want to remake Christianity by removing its clear ethic. In that 
situation the religion that remains is no longer Orthodox Christianity. 
 
Often what people are asking is how do I think Christians should treat minorities, immigrants, 
people of other religions, even people who are fully secular.  
 
The Bible has a lot to say about many of these issues. It also has a lot to say about how we treat 
these people. The perfect embodiment of this is Jesus.  
 
Let me say it like this.  
 



The Bible speaks to both the ethics on issues and how people should be treated. Jesus is the 
perfect embodiment of truth and love. Jesus is “the author and perfecter of our faith.” 
(Hebrews 12:2) It’s in his name. He is the Son of Man.  
 
Look to Jesus!  


