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Opening: 
We begin a new series today, “He Shall be Called.” It’s a series that will focus on the names of 
Jesus.  
In these modern days most of us pick names that sound “cool” for our children and many of us 
don’t think much of our last names. Even in my home I wanted to name our kids based 
primarily on historical significance. Leslie quickly denied a few of them. I wanted to name Nate 
Titus, the early church leader and missionary. I wanted to name Emma Dorcas, who was known 
for her good works and charity in the early church. I see her as one of the first that understood 
the love of Jesus. Leslie shut down Titus and Dorcas. All good, she is probably right. Middle 
school could have been rough with those names.  
Historically, most names were given for three primary reasons. They serve to tell people where 
you are from, what you do and what you have accomplished.  
Names identified your lineage like “Jefferson”.  
Names would let people know what you do like “shoemaker”.  
Names would let people know of your accomplishments like “Alexander the Great”.  
With this rubric in mind let’s turn to the names of Jesus.  
Jesus is given 198 titles and names in the Bible1 and in those names are his identity. This is 
incredible. It shows how deeply the original authors desired for their readers to understand 
who Christ was.  
The Bible was written by approximately 40 authors over 4,000 years from multiple continents 
and they really wanted their readers to know the Messiah.  
In this series we will cover 11 of them. Leslie and I are also working on an advent devotional 
that will cover 25 of the most prominent names.   
 
Jesus is The Word 
 
To the Text: 
John 1:1–5 (ESV): In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God.  3 All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made.  4 In him was life, and the life was the light 
of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 

• The prologue is about Jesus (Vs.14) and introduces him as the eternal, preexistent, now 
incarnate “word”. What is the “word”?  

 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Names_and_titles_of_Jesus_in_the_New_Testament 
 



• The Greek for “word” here is “logos”. It simply means an utterance, or something 
spoken. In the New Testament this “utterance” or “speaking” is divine status and 
attributed to Jesus.  

 

• This means Jesus is God and God is intentional, aware, powerful, and engaged with His 
creation. Aristotle just might be correct. The first mover of all things is intentional love 
and wisdom. “Let there be light” (Genesis 1:3). This voice into the nothing shows 
presence, care, and intentionality.  Jesus was in chorus with this voice in the beginning. 
He participated in our creation.  

 

• This also means that Jesus is the power of God. His words can create the universe (Gen. 
1:3), raise the dead (John 11:43), and forgive sins (Luke 7:48). His very words will even 
illuminate and restore the world (Revelation 21:5).  

 
Illustration: 
I stumbled across a piece of art the other day. I couldn’t find the original artist, but I loved it. I 
would love to show it to you. (Show the artwork, the hand of God. Leave it up for the rest of the 
sermon.) 
From the perspective of us sinking in the water we see Jesus standing on it and reaching into it 
with a smile to pull us out. We know this is from Matthew 14:22-33 when Jesus walks on the 
water. When Peter realizes it’s Christ he jumps out of the boat into the ocean and begins to 
sink. Jesus reaches down and pulls him out.  
This image so encapsulates the creation narrative. Loving care and charity reaches into void and 
pulls out life.  
 
With this image on the screen, the image of Jesus pulling Peter out of the depths, let me read 
our scripture again. 
 
John 1:1–5 (ESV): In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God.  3 All things were made through him, and 
without him was not anything made that was made.  4 In him was life, and the life was the light 
of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
Think of the places where it feels like culture is sinking in the void. Let me read the scripture 
again.  
 
Think of the places where you feel like you are sinking. Let me read the scripture again.  
 
Think of the places where you need the omnipotent power and love of God to reach into. Let 
me read it again.  
 
He is this good! It is in His name.  


