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Introduction  
There are certain memories that remain with you as a child and one of my most 
cherished was celebrating Christmas Eve at my grandmother’s house with family 
and friends in Bushnell, IL, a small farming community of less than 2,000 
people. Each year, just prior to the opening of presents we would all gather 
together in grandma’s living room where I would sit on her pine-green velour 
couch and Uncle Fred would read the Christmas story.  Every year he read from 
the King James version, “And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid 10 And the 
angel said unto them, fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, which is Christ the Lord.12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find 
the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 13 And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and 
saying, 14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.”  And every time he would read it, I would hear the voice of Linus saying, 
“And that’s what Christmas is all about Charlie Brown.”  
 
Luke chapter 2 and Matthew chapters 1-2 are certainly the most popular 
Christmas passages to read this time of year and no doubt over the next day or 
two, they will be recited hundreds of thousands of times around the world.  But 
today on this eve of Christmas Eve, I want us to turn to the Gospel of John and 
chapter one. It’s not where we would traditionally go looking for the story of the 
birth of Christ but there it is, hidden in plain sight.  The beginning sets the stage 
for verse 14.  We read, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him 
all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.”  
and then in verse 14 we come to the incarnation, the God through whom the 
world was created, taking on flesh and blood, the babe lying in a manger in 
Bethlehem with shepherds and Mary and Joseph all gathered around…and the 
Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth” John 1:14.  Finally, we can see the face of God, the glory of God. “Glory to 
God in the highest and on earth peace, good will toward men” Luke 2:14. Glory 
and peace. Two words that often illicit very different emotions and reaction.  
Glory! …and peace.   And yet in the Christmas story they are fused together in 
Jesus.    
 
The Glory of God  
The glory of the Lord shone around them, glory to God in the highest, the glory of 
the one and only. What is glory?  In 2018 we use phrases like, “no guts, no glory”, 
when reminiscing we speak of “the glory days” and when someone wipes out or 
does something catastrophic, we say they went down in “a blaze of glory”.  I knew 



a woman that would just say the word over and over again in our worship services 
“glory…glory...glory…glory”.   
 
Webster’s dictionary defines glory as “magnificence or great beauty” but this 
definition could be applied to almost anything.  A peacock, a scenic mountain 
range, Michael Jordan.  But when the word glory is applied to God, it takes on a 
much different meaning. The Hebrew word for “glory” is kabod (kahvode), which 
at its root is the word “weight” and carries the idea of significance.  A matter of 
high importance is often called a “weighty matter”, there is gravity to it.  In the 
Hebrew Scriptures, Glory was not a word to throw around but rather something 
that is holy and set apart.  In the case of God, it could be described as the sum-
total of ALL his attributes. It’s everything about God and so how do you describe 
glory?  It would be like a two-year old child trying to explain nuclear physics or a 
finite creature describing infinity?  We are left grasping.  People have tried to 
describe glory.  Authors, preachers and song writers have all given their best shot 
but it always falls short. I always laugh to myself when we sing Gloria In Excelsis 
Deo because I picture the composer just deciding, rather than explain glory, let’s 
just hold out the word as long as possible to convey that it is significant 
“glooooooria”. Glory.   
 
The most famous attempt to see the glory of God was Moses. Moses was the hero 
of the Old Testament and had a level of intimacy with God that others did not. 
God’s favor was upon him, but Moses wanted to know God and to see the glory of 
God, face to face. When Moses asked God, “whom shall I say sent me”, God 
responded, “I AM who I AM”. God is unlike everything and everyone.  He can’t 
compare himself to anything so we have no synonyms or metaphors.  He is 
separate and he is glorious. “I AM who I AM”. And so, in Exodus 33:18, Moses 
utters words that I’m sure he has wanted to say for a long, long time, “God…show 
me your glory.”  Isaiah was given just a glimpse of the throne room of God, David 
longed to see the glory of God, and now Moses says, “God show me your glory”.  
 
When I was in college, a few friends and I were really wrestling and wanting to 
see God’s glory and so we decided in our exuberance, that we would stay up all 
night and plead for God to manifest his presence to us.  We wanted to see and 
experience God’s glory.  To put this in context, my family had built a home on a 
very hilly and wooded area called Hickory Hills and out behind our house was a 
large open field with rolling hills and trees all around and at night the sky was 
breathtaking.  The nearest city was 15 miles away and you could literally see every 
star in the sky.  And so, on this night we gathered a few camping chairs and 
blankets and made our trek up the hillside sometime before midnight.  We settled 
in and then began to pray.  And boy did we pray, we closed our eyes tightly and 
focused and sometimes we yelled, and others shouted to God, “Show us your 
glory…God” we begged him, we would not leave until we saw something, 
anything.  And soon after about an hour of this…we all got very quiet and we 
waited and watched.   And about every 20 minutes or so someone would get real 
wide-eyed and say, “I think the sky is turning red, or did you just feel the wind 
blow after I prayed, or hey that one star is starting to flicker. Or, hey I think that 



star just disappeared.”  We were desperate.  We wanted to connect with the glory 
of God.  But…nothing.  In answering the request of Moses God said, I tell you 
what, "I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim 
my name, the LORD, Yahweh, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I 
will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 
20 But," he said, "you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live." 
Exodus 33:20. You cannot see my face Moses. You can get a glimpse but the 
longing will remain.   
 
A few years after my experience in the woods, I found myself in a rather dark 
place after a difficult season in my life begging to see the glory of God and again, I 
was left disappointed.  As I got ready for bed, I decided to open my Bible and 
search the Scriptures and the Lord directed me to Isaiah 40:3-5, “A voice of one 
calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God  4Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain 
and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a 
plain.5And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it 
together.” 
 
And it dawned on me, this wasn’t something that would happen in the future.  
This was a prophecy that the glory I had been seeking would actually be revealed 
“And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. (pause) And we 
have seen his glory, (slow down) the glory of the One and Only Son.”  God has 
shown me his image, his character, and his power and he has revealed his name 
to me. It is the name that is above every other name.  It is the name where every 
knee will bow and every tongue confess. It is the name of Jesus.   
 
Can we just say his name?  Someone say Jesus.  Say it again.  And a third time.  
And a fourth time.  And a fifth time.  Jesus.  
 
Jesus, the Wonderful Counselor  
Jesus, the Almighty God 
Jesus, the Everlasting Father 
Jesus, the Prince of Peace    
 
And when we look at Jesus, the babe in the manger, we realize that God revealed 
his glory to us, in the best way possible. Hebrews 1:3 says, “The Son is the 
radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being”. Colossians 
1:15 tells us, “The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation.   
 
Glory and Peace  
Yes, glory to God in the highest but no longer is God out there somewhere, now 
God is with us.  Emmanuel.  Notice the shift in the passage I read at the 
beginning of the morning.  In Luke 2:9 we read “an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified.” It’s a natural reaction to the glory of God?  Sheer terror.  God said to 
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Moses, “you cannot see my face and live”.  But notice the movement of the 
passage as the angels continue…   
 
10“Do not be afraid! For behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people:11Today in the City of David a Savior has been born to you. He 
is Christ the Lord! 12And this will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”13And suddenly there 
appeared with the angel a great multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 
and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on 
whom his favor rests." 
 
The glory of God would be seen in Jesus and Jesus came not only to show us the 
glory of God but to also help us make peace with God. The glory of God was 
shining all around them and they were terrified until they realized that the glory 
of the one and only was lying a few hundred yards below in a manger and he 
would bring them peace. Jesus changes everything in how we relate to God.   
 
The longing of Moses to see the glory of God is fulfilled in Jesus.  The longings we 
have this Christmas are fulfilled in Jesus. A longing for harmony, a longing for 
something more, a longing that our family would be back together again, a 
longing that things would have been different, a longing to truly see God, a 
longing for healing, all our deepest longing find their fulfillment in Jesus, and the 
Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth.” 
 
Conclusion 
I have made peace with God because of Jesus.  Unlike Moses, I know God and 
have seen his face in Jesus.  Christmas has almost always been a very peaceful 
time of year for me spiritually.  It’s the time of year I often feel most connected to 
God but I vividly remember a time when that wasn’t the case.  I mentioned earlier 
that our family would make an annual pilgrimage to Bushnell, IL for Christmas 
and we always celebrated on Christmas Eve.  But on this night after unwrapping 
the gifts and as my family slowly drifted off to bed sometime around 10:30 or 
11:00 pm, I remember wandering into the guest room and lying down in bed. 
There was a thick blanket of snow on the ground and the moon was full and 
created a glow that seemed to illuminate the night sky.  I stared out the window 
and in my heart rather than fulfillment and joy, I had a deep sense of discontent.  
Something was bothering me.  Something seemed empty about this Christmas.  
The presents were opened, my relatives had come and gone and then it was just 
over.  All the anticipation was gone.  I tossed and turned and decided I needed to 
clear my head, go for a walk or something.  And so, unbeknownst to my parents,  
at about 11:15 at night, I opened the front door, bundled up, and headed out into 
the cold, moonlit night.  It was a surreal moment. I started walking down the 
street in no direction in particular and after about 5-10 minutes of walking these 
really large snowflakes began to float down and I saw a small Presbyterian 
Church in the distance, that was having their annual midnight Christmas Eve 
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service.  I opened the back door and shuffled in, finding my place in the back 
pew. I sat there unnoticed, almost as an observer.  A bell choir was on the 
platform and different children read passages of the Christmas story.  There were 
no more than 50 people there and they would stand and sing and then sit and 
listen and as the hour of midnight approached everyone began to sing a song.  
With candles in the air, we sang, “Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright, 
round yon’ virgin mother and child, holy infant so tender and mild, sleep in 
heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace”.  The bell choir sounded off twelve 
chimes for midnight and slowly people left that candlelit room and in that 
moment, God spoke to my heart through the last phrase of the song, “sleep in 
heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace”.  It was as if he was saying to me, “Jon, 
are you having trouble sleeping tonight”?  Are you restless?  Are you anxious?  
Are you troubled? “Sleep in heavenly peace, I have come.” God met me in that 
moment and I realized the glory of the one and only came down 2,000 years ago 
and he became one of us to show us his glory and to show us the way to peace 
with God. I went home that night and I fell asleep at peace.      
 
God did not reveal himself on Christmas as some abstract, unknowable, 
transcendent being from whom we must cover our faces or be killed.  His goal 
isn’t to display his glory to terrify us or make us restless and anxious this time of 
year.  Instead, we read that he became flesh and he revealed himself to us and he 
showed us in the incarnation, the face of God in Jesus and one of the saddest 
passages in the Bible is also in John 1, “He was in the world, and though the 
world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.11He came to 
that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.”  John 1:10-11 
 
Have you received him? And if you do, “Do you still believe”?  Do you know him 
more now than you did back then?  Are you at peace with God this Christmas or 
does peace seem to evade you? Some of you will toss and turn your whole life 
until you finally realize that you need to be reconciled to God.  Is that you?  
Maybe for you God seems to be “out there”, his glory terrifies you or seems 
unknowable or perhaps you feel he is distant in your life. Listen, you have the 
opportunity this morning to see the face of God in Jesus.  You have the 
opportunity this morning to believe in his name and become a child of God.  
Today Christmas Eve eve, you can secure peace with God through Jesus Christ.  
The Almighty God, Everlasting Father and Wonderful Counselor, glory to God in 
the highest is also the Prince of Peace.   
 
“12Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God— 13children born not of natural descent, nor of 
human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.” John 1:12-13 
 
Jesus came not only to show us the face of God but to bring us peace.  I’m going 
to ask you to take out your Next Steps cards and pray for peace this Christmas.   
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