
Generosity 
Week 1: You Have Immeasurable Worth 
Mike Colaw 

Big Idea: 
We are taking a journey with Rich and Lisa.  
At the same time we want you to become aware of a few really important ideas.  

1. You have immeasurable worth and have something to offer. Matthew 13:31-43 
2. What you truly trust is made clear by where you place what is valuable to you. Luke 

12:13-21 
3. Most of our anxiety is directly connected to the fear of not having. Luke 12: 13-31 
4. You invest in your identity. Invest wisely. Luke 12:4-7; 32-34  

 
I truly believe these two paralleled stories will be life changing.  

Opining Illustration: 
It’s so important to confront truths and lies that we believe.  
Many of the things we believe we aren’t even aware of.   
How do we find them? 
Often, we can find our beliefs by what makes us emote.  
I believe it is also important to stop and ask why. Why does this touch my heart so deeply?  
Two summers ago I did this and landed on a handful of lies that I have somehow believed in. At 
least my heart did. My mind knew I shouldn’t care but my heart sure did. One of those lies was 
this.  
Lie: My worth is tied into the praise and accolades or criticism I receive.  
Truth: My worth was set by the price God paid for me. The death of his Son.  
Practice: I will not let my worth be defined by looking at humans and the public praise, 
accolades, or condemnation they may offer. I will define my worth by looking to Christ.   
I can’t tell you how many times I have prayed over this.   
I believe there are two lies we must deal with before any of us can begin to understand spiritual 
generosity.  
The enemy wants you to believe these lies.  

1. You don't have worth.  
2. Your contribution to God’s work in this world doesn't matter.  

 
Today I want you to own your influence.  
 

Scripture: 
The Parable of the Weeds 
Matthew 13:24 He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field,  



Matthew 13:25 but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the 
wheat and went away.  
Matthew 13:26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also.  
Matthew 13:27 And the servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did 
you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’  
Matthew 13:28 He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then 
do you want us to go and gather them?’  
Matthew 13:29 But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with 
them.  
Matthew 13:30 Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the 
reapers, “Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat 
into my barn.” 
 
The Mustard Seed and the Leaven Bread 
Matthew 13:31 He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field.  
Matthew 13:32 It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the 
garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 
branches.”  
Matthew 13:33 He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a 
woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.” 
 

Observation: 
• These parables are powerful. God has let His believers, his “harvest” grow among 

weeds. There will come a day when this difficult and awkward tension will come to an 
end and he will bring us home. Yet while we are here we have a mission to help usher 
the kingdom of God into this world.  
 

• This section of scripture becomes even more powerful when you hear it through the 
ears of the original people who would have heard it. The life of an early church follower 
of Christ (or one considering it) during His time on this planet.  
 

o Most of them were poor. Approximately 70% according to some scholars would 
have been in poverty.  

o Slavery was common. 
o They were a conquered people under the ruthless hand of Roman rule.  
o Romans would eat four meals a day that included meat and dairy but Jews 

mostly had two meals a day that consisted primarily of bread.  
o Children and women had very little voice in culture.  
o Only the wealthy owned books.  

 



• Let this sink in. It is to these people that God says, “You are the harvest!” When God 
comes to take home what is most valuable he will take home people. Not gold, cars, 
cities, or technology. He will bring home people.  
 

• “There are no ordinary people. You have never talked to a mere mortal. Nations, 
cultures, arts, civilizations - these are mortal, and their life is to ours as the life of a gnat. 
But it is immortals whom we joke with, work with, marry, snub and exploit - immortal 
horrors or everlasting splendors.” C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory 
 

• Because you are human you have incredible eternal worth.  
 

• Notice where Jesus goes next in His parable.  
 

• The Mustard Seed and the Leaven Bread. Matthew 13:31-33 
 
He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of 
mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field.  It is the smallest of all seeds, but 
when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the 
birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”  He told them another parable. 
“The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman took and hid in three measures of 
flour, till it was all leavened.” 
 

• He quickly tells these people that their little contributions can do amazing things.  
 

Application: (Invite Josh up) 
 
Lies and truths. The Bible says that Satan is the father of lies. (John 8:44) 
A few years ago the enemy was destroying my heart with a few simple and sneaky lies.  
The enemy wants to destroy not only you but the potential good that you can bring into this 
world.  
 
I believe to truly live in the fullness of generosity you must first believe the truth that you are 
valuable and have something to offer.  
 

• Don’t let the enemy lie to you. You have amazing eternal worth.  

• Don’t let the enemy lie to you.  Your contribution to God’s work is really valuable.  
 
What does this mean for you? 

• When you choose to start praying for one person you set heaven loose in ways you can’t 
even see.  

• When you decide to serve in a ministry you touch hearts in powerful ways.  



• When you decide to give just a little more, even one more meal served downtown 
changes a life!  

• You have incredible worth and your contribution absolutely matters!  

Claiming the Truth: 
We are going to do something a little different today. There is power in speaking truth out loud.  
We will stand up and speak truth. For some of you this will be hard and uncomfortable. Bear 
with us in love! I do this because I love you.  
 
Stand up and say this with me out loud.  

• I am a beautiful eternal creation of God and I have worth.  

• My contribution to the work of God can do incredible things.  
 
 

Next Steps Cards: 
If there is a specific lie that you need to address and a truth you need to embrace, I want you to 
write it down on the card during worship and bring it up to the altar. The altar is a place where 
things come to die. Kill the lies the enemy has spoken over your heart. Place your hand on the 
card and speak out loud, “I choose the truth.”  
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