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Production Notes: 

• Things highlighted in green go on the screen. 

• Please have the chart in the opening on the screen too.  

• The first slide will be Illustration 1 

• (Brackets give specific instructions.) 
 
Series Opening: 
Today we begin a series called Facing Failure. The reality is we have all failed. We have failed 
ourselves, we have failed others. These failures are either because of some act we dislike or 
absence of action we believe was needed.  
Let me illustrate it like this.   

Illustration 1 

 
Pastor Mike Colaw 

 
I want you to pause during this season of Lent and be aware of where you feel failure most.  
Did you hurt someone?  
Were you hurt by someone? 
Have you neglected yourself? 
Have you neglected someone else?  
 
This is an opening sermon. We will leave things somewhat undone today.  
Yet, I want to begin with this idea.  

Types of failure

Sinful actions that 
hurt

I hurt 
myself

I hurt 
another

Good actions left 
undone

I didn't help 
myself

I didn't help 
someone 

else



 
The human heart is always working to limit charity. We want to draw social circles that define 
who is “in.” We use these definitions to justify refusing grace to those who are out. Some 
people even exclude themselves from grace.  
 
You may not be ready to forgive another or even yourself yet. However, it’s important that we 
begin by seeing where Jesus draws the line of grace.  
 
Luke 10:25-37 (You only need the reference, not the whole text. Leave it up as I read.) 
25 And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 27 And 
he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to 
him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.”  
29 But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, 
“A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped 
him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going 
down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, 
when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he 
journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 He went to him 
and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and 
brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 And the next day he took out two denarii and 
gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will 
repay you when I come back.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to 
the man who fell among the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus 
said to him, “You go, and do likewise.” 1 
 

• This story is incredibly rich. The Levite and the Priest likely had good reasons to not 
engage.  

o They would’ve technically been unclean for the work of God they were going to 
do if they touched the bloody, possibly dead, person.   

o They would have put themselves in physical danger by stopping.  
o They also would have had a history of being mistreated by the people group the 

hurt man represents. Gentile/Jewish racism went both ways.  
 

• Jesus works to break our definition of inclusion and exclusion of grace. It now includes 
anyone who needs it. As we mature in Christ, we become special agents of Grace. We 
are looking for people in need, anyone, even ourselves. 
 

• Grace does not mean open permission to sin, and it does include justice. Grace means 
helping people get real help. This might include clothes, food or even professional or 
legal intervention. Just remember, sinful revenge and godly justice are muddy. Only God 

 
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Lk 10:25–37. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Lk10.25&off=34&ctx=+the+Good+Samaritan%0a~25%C2%A0o%EF%BB%BFAnd+behold%2c+a+p


does this perfectly and we need other healthy people to help us navigate this. Think 
Godly counsel.  

o That’s right. Calling the police, arresting and jailing someone can absolutely be 
an act of grace. It all depends on the heart of the one trying to help.  

 
Final Thoughts: 

• You can’t help everyone, but you must be helping someone.  
o During his earthly ministry, even Jesus didn’t heal and rescue everyone. You can’t either. 

Only his work on the cross covered all. 
 

• Forgiving yourself and forgiving others begins with Christ’s work on your own heart. An 
inclusive/exclusive, limited charity heart posture will exasperate your personal failures and the 
failures of others towards you. Facing failure rightly begins with the posture of your heart.  
 

• It’s a journey.  Your feelings of grace towards others, or even yourself, likely won’t change 
Immediately and will fluctuate.  

 
 
Next Steps Cards: (Put Illustration 1 back up)  

• I want you to write out what failures you need to lay before Christ. Today I want you to 
bring them up and lay them on the altar. We don’t solve it today, we begin the journey.  


