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A little about Mary. A little about James.  
 
Announcement for next Gen Ministries. We have new people joining the team.   

• Matthew: Director of Next Gen Ministries 
• Andy: Youth and College 
• Marcus: Young adult and College  

 
It’s all about proclaiming hope to every age and every stage.  
 
Let’s talk about the proclamation of hope.  
 
Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned and said to him in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means 
Teacher). John 20:16 ESV 
 
A little about Mary: 
It’s morning, in a graveyard, in a garden.  
I can imagine the cool of the day. The wind softly blowing. I can see the sun peeking out 
between the clouds. I can feel the warm sunlight combat the cool breeze and morning dew.  
I can see the empty tomb.  
The stone is rolled away.  
There is evidence of activity but now… all is still.  
I can see Mary make her way into the garden. No running, no hurry, just a slow gait that carries 
her downcast face. I wonder what she was thinking.  
All her dreams of a different and better life dead, buried and now missing.  
 
A little about James: 
One of my friends, James knows what it’s like to have much in life dead, buried and missing.  
At a young age his dad died. A few years later he was diagnosed with juvenile arthritis. A few 
years after that he had a child that was very ill and almost died but was left with lifelong 
difficulties, a few years after that James was diagnosed with Lyme Disease but not until after it 
had done a lot of damage to his body. A few years ago, in his mid 30’s he had to have a hip 
replacement.  
What do you do with all that pain?  
What do you do when so many things are dead, buried or missing?  
 
A little more about Mary: 
I can imagine Mary examining what remained from her destroyed dreams. Nothing but an 
empty grave. Not even a body to mourn. Then a soft voice, barely heard above the wind and 
rustling of the leaves says, “Mary.” At first she doesn’t know who it is, but when he says her 
name again, “Mary”, in an instant everything that was dead, buried or missing began to find 



new life. Like a sapling breaking out from the ground. What was dead and buried has come to 
life.  
Listen to her words.  
Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned and said to him in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means 
Teacher). John 20:16 ESV 
 
In this moment all that is dead is finding life. Yes, things did die, but the ash of defeat has 
become the fertile soil for victory.  
 
A little more about James: 
James has used his defeat literally as the bellow of victory. No, James isn’t strong, but who he 
has attached himself to is. Today he walks in deep and powerful joy, because he also has bound 
himself to the life of Christ.  
James has a tattoo on his fore arm. It’s an ambigram.  
When his arm is down it says death. When he raises it in worship it says life. Here is why he 
placed this mark on his arm.  
In the ancient world any traveler was very susceptible to being robbed. Often while in journey 
the criminals would not only take the travelers goods but leave them for dead. To protect 
themselves people began to make covenants with each other. They would cut their arm in a 
specific shape and rub wood ash into it so it would become a very visible scar. The shape 
represented a pact that was made. It basically said if you mess with me you mess with everyone 
who also bears this mark. When the travelers were walking in the wilderness and a stranger 
would approach, they would raise their arm and show who their pact was with. From the scars 
and ashes comes security and life. 
When James raises his arm in worship he shows who his pact is with. The author of life. The one 
who brought incredible life out of death.  
 
Today I want to ask this question.  
Who have you bound yourself to?  
You are only as strong as what you have bound yourself to.  
We at Trinity are not lost. We have bound ourselves to the author of life and giver of love. The 
one who is working to redeem and will ultimately make all right.  
Today I want to invite you to proclaim what Mary did.  
She called Jesus Rabboni, literally the one a person will follow, learn from, mimic and trust in.  
Will you trust in Him today?  
 
 
Announcements: 

• Promote Discover Trinity - May 5 and 19 at 11:00, info in bulletin 
• Promote the Next Series for Doubters  

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


