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Introduction: 
I want you to walk with God. There is nothing more fulfilling than intimacy with God. The “win” is not 

that you merely hear me and understand teachings about the Bible. It’s that you have an actual 

relationship with God.   

Let me begin with a clear statement. 

Christianity is to be participated in and not merely observed.  
 
How do we participate in Christianity? Think of it like a tree. If you are looking at the leaves, there 
thousands of ways to participate, but if you follow all the branches back they all stem from a few places. 
The trunk is simple. Follow Jesus.  
The next few divides that lead to the countless ways we can live our faith we are calling the “Growth 
Track”.  
 
The Growth Track isn’t merely a set of tasks to accomplish but practices to make part of your life 
rhythms. Encounter, Discover, Connect, Sent 
 
Over the next few weeks, we are going to interview staff members that oversee each of these branches. 
This week we will look at Encountering God in worship and interview Josh.  
 

Interview with Josh:  
In a nutshell what is “Encounter”? 

• It is our weekly rhythm of corporate worship. You may call it, going to church.  
 

What does our culture think about Church? 

• It's a place to be encouraged.  

• It's a self-help for those who are in a bad place. 
  
What does an encounter with God's love look like?  

• Celebrating God's work in your life.  

• Celebrating God's work in another's life.  

• To see God's beauty. We are all looking for praise and affirmation. Church is where we compass 
your heart to ask that from the right place. Church is where we remind you of God's love for 
you.  

• Being prayed over and prayed for. We are beginning a prayer team.  
  
Why should I prioritize church?  

• The joy of being in God’s presence with others.  
o The joy of seeing and hearing about how God is working can bring great joy.  
o Being reminded of who God is and how much he loves you brings great joy!  



• Catechism 
o This is where you will learn what it means to be Christian.   

• Community 
o Community isn't only for you; it's formed from you.  
o People (even your kids) need to hear you sing, meet you and see you model 

engagement.  
o If you really see it's not only for you, it's not as easy to be absent.  

  
How should we prepare for church? 

• Pastor Mike Schultz said it well. The most vibrant public worship is often found in those with the 
most vibrant private worship. 

• Pray for your time of worship before you come to worship.   
  

Homily:  
A few months back I was in a worship service, honestly tired. There are days I come passionate and days 
I come tired. It’s okay to be human. While the worship was going on I decided, literally decided to 
engage, simply by putting down my coffee, lifting my hands and singing. My daughter was standing next 
to me, she put her arm through the arm that I wasn’t raising and leaned on my shoulder and started to 
sing too. It hit me, I don’t only do this because I feel like it, I participate for her, for you.  
  
Hebrews 10:24–25 (ESV): And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as 
you see the Day drawing near.  
 
It's a modern false narrative that you can only participate in things when you feel like it.   
 
Dallas Willard says that we cannot make ourselves produce the fruit of the spirit, we can only plant 
ourselves well. Fruit doesn’t precede the planting, it follows it.  Where do you make time to abide in?  
  
Dell Tackett says it like this. Sometimes we come before God wanting him. Sometimes we come before 
God wanting to want him.  
  
Closing thoughts: 
So, there I am worshiping with my little girl on my arm. My heart was moved. Not because I came to 
church feeling like worshiping but because I could see what my commitment to worship was starting to 
produce.  
  
Here is what I am asking you today. 
Are you willing to commit to help make our worship services a place where we encounter God?   
  
Next Steps:  
We are remodeling our stage. Would you be willing to come forward and write out a prayer to God. 
Maybe even write a commitment to be a part of this family of God.  
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