
Easter 2021.  
 
Media Notes: 

• The Chosen Clip. 

• The picture of Saint Mary.  
 
He is Risen… He is Risen indeed.  
 
There is a saved from and a saved for in relation to the work of Jesus.  
God not only saves and forgives us from past failures. He saves and forgives us into a life of 
purpose.  
 
We are going to explore this idea by looking at the resurrection through the lens of someone 
who was there, Mary Magdalene.  
 
Mary Magdalene. We know little about this woman other than that her name indicates that she 
was from Magdala in Galilee. Somewhere in Galilee she met Jesus, who cast seven demons out 
of her. She then joined the band of disciples and followed Jesus wherever he went (Lk 8:2), 
ending up in Jerusalem at the foot of the cross when all the male disciples had fled (Mk 15:40; Jn 
19:25). She observed Jesus’ burial (Mk 15:47) and witnessed the events surrounding the 
resurrection.1 – Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible 
 
The T.V. Show The Chosen depicts the saving of Mary really well. I want to show you the clip to 
give you context. Remember, she is most likely an alcoholic, battles with serious mental and 
emotional issues. She has mostly likely had a very hard life of abuse and mistreatment by men. 
This woman has known pain, addiction and fear.  
 
Show the clip from The Chosen:  
 
Fast forward with me through this story. She has a few years of following and walking with 
Jesus. She has seen many miracles and many lives changed. She watched political and spiritual 
corruption crucify and kill the only true good man she has ever known. After he is buried she 
goes to pay her respects to him.  
 
(Have Josh come up during the scripture reading.)  
 
John 20:11-18 
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the 
tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the 
head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to 
them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 Having 

 
1 Walter A. Elwell and Barry J. Beitzel, “Mary,” in Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible (Grand Rapids, 
MI: Baker Book House, 1988), 1411. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bkrencbib?ref=Page.p+1411&off=3166&ctx=tually+a+virgin.%0a3.+~Mary+Magdalene.+We+k


said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 
15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to 
be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid 
him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in 
Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have 
not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to 
the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her. 2 
 

• Take a look at this painting of Mary. (Show the picture of St. Mary.) Much of the art 
surrounding her today displays her as a saint. Meeting Jesus isn’t only about being saved 
from your sin but being saved into a glorious life of purpose.  
 

• There is a saved from and a saved for in relation to the work of Jesus. God not only saves 
and forgives us from past failures. He saves and forgives us into a life of purpose.  
 

• One of the accounts of the resurrection was given to a poor woman who had a 
questionable past. Let this settle in. One of the greatest roles a human could have was 
given to someone who would have been seen as unworthy. This means everyone here 
has the potential to do a great spiritual work. If you love Jesus, you will be worthy.  
 

 
Final Thoughts: 
I want to invite you into a journey discovering your purpose.  
Far too often I hear people say things like this.  

Pastor Mike, you have no idea what I use to be addicted to. 
Pastor Mike, you have no idea what I used to do. 
Pastor Mike, I am not smart enough, good enough, or capable of being a leader.  
I don’t think there is a calling for me.  

 
There is. God not only saves and forgives us from past failures. He saves and forgives us into a 
life of purpose. 
 
Like Mary, I found redemption and love from my past. I also found incredible meaning and 
purpose as I discovered my spiritual calling. I want to celebrate Christ as victorious over sin this 
Easter. I also want to invite you into finding and walking in your mission.  

 

• Like Mary, we want you to find and walk in your spiritual mission. We believe the 
resurrection is more than a redeeming of the past – it’s a mobilizing for the future. We 
want you to consider joining us. Even as you walk outside of this room, we have a 
mobilization pathway.  

 
2 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Jn 20:11–18. 
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