
Easter 2021: 
Responsive worship: I will say, “He is risen”, you respond with, “He is risen indeed!” Let’s join 
with Billions of other believes this year and say it again! 
 
Today I want to speak to those that feel like they have lost or are losing.  
If you lost a friend, a family member, a relationship, a job, a business or even hope, I want to 
talk to you.  
 
I want to pause and just be aware of those moments when it feels like evil is winning.   
 
Let’s go back in time...  
 
It was three days after the Jesus movement was made to look foolish. The politically powerful 
mocked, stripped and executed not only Jesus but the whole Jesus movement.  In every way it 
looked like they had lost. I can’t begin to emphasize how deeply the followers of Jesus hurt. 
They literally ran and hid. They scattered. They were even betrayed by their own.  
 
The story of the empty tomb actually begins as a sad story. One of mourning.  
It was traditional for the Jews to cover the body in spices to hide the smell of decay. It was an 
act of an honorable good-bye. The resurrection story begins with the women going to say their 
final good-by. The investment in the spices was evidence that they did not expect to see an 
empty tomb. They expected death and to say farewell to their leader and dreams. (See Jewish 
Anointing) 1 
 
Luke 24:1-10 (Imagine the setting with me.) 
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they 
had prepared. 2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in 
they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this, behold, 
two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. 5 And as they were frightened and bowed their 
faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is 
not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son 
of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day 
rise.” 8 And they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb they told all these 
things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the 
mother of James and the other women with them who told these things to the apostles, 11 but 
these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter rose and 
ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and he went 
home marveling at what had happened. 2 
 

 
1 John F. MacArthur Jr., The MacArthur Study Bible: New American Standard Bible. (Nashville, 
TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2006), Mk 16:1. 
2 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Lk 24:1–12. 



• Imagine the posture of the women. They are downcast. They expect sadness. When 
they top the hill they see the unbelievable. The tomb is empty. An angel appears and 
says that Jesus lives.  

• The women rushed back and told the disciples. They didn’t believe, they doubted. 
• Let’s pause and acknowledge what just happened. The women have lost so much they 

expect to see more death. Is this you? 
• The disciples doubted. Let that settle in, even the disciples have moments of doubt.  
• Even in their doubt something important is happening. Where did the hearts that 

expected nothing but death turn? Where did the hearts that couldn’t believe Jesus 
really did rise from the dead turn? They all kept running to Jesus. 
 
It is possible to doubt well. Be aware of what you do and where you turn while you are 
in seasons of doubt. Keep turning towards Christ.  
 
Faith isn’t a feeling as much as it is a commitment or a promise of future action.  

 
Final Thoughts: 

Luke 24: 5b-8a 
Listen and see what happens when the angel speaks to the women:  
“Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen. Remember 
how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into 
the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” 8 And they remembered 
his words…  
 
It wasn’t new information. It was information understood in a new, deeper way. This divine 
inspiration was given to the people who kept seeking God.  
 
I want to challenge you this Easter to be aware of how to wait on the Lord.  

• I want to pray that you receive divine inspiration. That God opens your eyes and 
your heart in a way only he can do.  

• I also want to invite you to join us on a journey over the next 7 weeks. We will be 
looking at some powerful moments when it wasn’t new information but inspired 
information that changed a heart. My prayer is that God would begin to bring you 
into a season of spiritual inspiration.  

 
Next Steps Cards: 


