
 

Easter 2020 
Welcome 
I know we are all in our homes. Let’s still join with millions around the world. I will say,  
He is Risen, you respond with, He is Risen indeed! He is Risen! He is Risen indeed!  
 

The waiting.  
I have been through a few seasons of waiting.  
I remember when Leslie was really pregnant and waiting for the kids to come. Day after day, 
we, especially she, I was ready, so ready for the child to come.  
I remember when my grandpa was sick and waiting to hear medical reports.  
Even now we are waiting… 
We are waiting for a vaccine, for the medical community to find a way to combat this, for the 
economy to return to normal. Waiting for the taco trucks to start rolling again.  
I want to propose a thought. Waiting is often unseen work.  
It's like grilling a steak. I have a hot grill. It doesn’t take long and the steak looks finished on the 
outside but if you pull it off the grill too soon it will only take one bite to see that it's actually 
unfinished.  
  
Waiting often places face to face what you see and what you think you know against what God 
actually knows and what God actually sees.  
  
Waiting often forces us to trust in a work we cannot see.  
Waiting often forces us to trust in a way we don't understand.  
Waiting works out trust.  
Waiting works out hope.  
  
Right now we wait.   
We have watched the whole world come to a stop over this new virus.  
Bill Gates was right. Our next world war wasn’t with missiles but microbes.  
To both those that doubt in the severity of this and those that live in deep fear that the next 
unwashed grape will take you out I say this, I believe God is working in this globally and in you 
personally.  
  
There is incredibly great news. The one who allows the waiting loves you beyond measure.  
  
I want to take you to the culmination of not only three days of waiting while Jesus was in the 
tomb, but 400 years of waiting between the Old and New Testament, and the thousands of 
years of waiting that have happened since Eve bit into that apple. Think of every reflective night 
Noah had while working on the ark, every night childless Abram waited on a promise of a 



nation, every step in the desert the Israelites took after leaving Egypt, every cave that young 
David hid in waiting to be king.  
  
Imagine it with me that morning. The sickness of stomach that the follower of Christ would 
have had. They were mourning. I wouldn't be surprised if they hadn't eaten. They knew the 
moments of incredible anxiety. They get up on the third day not knowing it would be the 
greatest day in history. The truth is both Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James 
probably thought it would be another day of hurt, fear and anxiety.  
  
You see, you don't know when God will say, "it's time", and everything will change.  

Luke 24:1-9 
1 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they 
had prepared. 2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in 
they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this, behold, two 
men stood by them in dazzling apparel. 5 And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to 
the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not 
here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of 
Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” 
8 And they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb they told all these things to 
the eleven and to all the rest. 
   
Sit in the history: 

• Even as followers of God we can miss the work of God that is happening. They had to be 
reminded of His words. 

• The stone wasn’t rolled away to let Jesus out but to let them in.  
  
What does this mean for me?  

1. Keep going to where the truth is. They went to where Christ was even when it seemed 
that all was lost.  

2. Keep reminding each other of the words of Jesus.  
 
I tend to be a researcher. It's easy for me to go down the rabbit hole. In all of this coronavirus 
craziness I can spend way too much time in the news. It's one thing to be in the know, it's 
another to give your security and heart to the news. It's so important for my heart to turn my 
attention from man's news to the true good news.  
  
Where is Jesus in all of this?  
Even when I don't see it, You're working 
Even when I can't feel it, You're working 
You never stop, You never stop working 
You never stop, You never stop working 
Waymaker 
Miracle Worker 



Promise Keeper 
Light in the darkness 
My God 
That is who You are 
  
Sunday has come and it is coming again! 
  
Invite others back.  
What the enemy has met for evil…  
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