
Do You Still Believe?  
Week 2: Hope 
 
Introduction: 
Hope is a funny thing. It’s really powerful and can motivate. Yet, when it disappoints it can bring us to a 
stand still.  
 
The next time you go to a circus look at the adult elephants. They are so powerful, incredibly strong and 
yet so docile. If you look closely you will see a small rope around it’s neck or leg. One little rope. 
Compared to the size of the elephant it’s comical to think that any trainer would even put that around 
the elephant. If you look even closer, many times the rope won’t even be attached to anything. How 
does the trainer get that huge elephant to live bound to a little rope that isn’t even attached to 
anything? The trainer destroys the hope while it is a baby. You start with a big chain tightly bound 
around he elephant and deeply grounded into something secure like a cement block. When the baby 
elephant tries to run towards freedom the chain locks up tight and brings that young mammal to it’s 
knees. Over time the elephant will quit trying. Since all the animal remembers is failure it doesn’t notice 
it’s growth and how weak what now keeps it in bondage is.  
 
Hope deferred breaks us. It breaks our hearts.  
  
Text: 
John 11:17–27 (ESV)  
I Am the Resurrection and the Life 
17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Bethany 
was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
console them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and 
met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give 
you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me 
shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the 
Son of God, who is coming into the world.”  
  

• Imagine this scene. Jesus is away. He is working miracle after miracle. Countless people are 
receiving the benefits of His work.  He gets word that a family member from his core leadership 
team is sick. They want him to hurry and he doesn’t.  After delaying he finally returns home and 
Lazarus is dead. I wonder what was going on in their minds. This is totally my speculation. “It’s 
not fair. You heal others, why not one of ours?” “Why didn’t you hurry?!” It’s not that they lost 
faith in Christ, yet Martha seems to have lost faith that healing will come the way she was 
hoping.  

o Have you ever had a hard conversation with God where you cried out “why me?” or 
“why not me?” 
  

• Vs. 24 “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.”… Martha hasn’t given 
up on Christ. She has given up on believing that He will act now. She does what most of us do in 



this spot. We broaden our theology to the meta-narrative. She isn’t wrong, but she has lost 
faith in the miraculous happening here and now.  

o I can’t help but wonder how many would love a miraculous work of God but have lost 
faith - either lost faith completely or lost faith in God’s miraculous intervention here 
and now.  
 

• There are numerous words for “hope” in the Bible.  In the Old Testament there are two primary 
words. Yakhal and Qavah. Qavah is a waiting for tension to end, like pulling a rope tight until it 
breaks. Until the “snap” you are tense with anticipation. Yakhal is hope like excitement. Think 
of a child trying to go to sleep on Christmas Eve.  
 

• As we age most of our hope turns to qavah. We are ready for the suffering to come to an end. 
We replace hope for something yet to come with hope that this current frustration will end. 
This isn’t sin, it’s just a reality. The excitement hope has become like a small flicker of an almost 
snuffed candle.  

 

• I want to pause and ask this question.  
o List what you are ready to come to an end.   
o List what you are excited for.  

 

• In the New Testament Paul introduces us to a new type of hope, Elpis. Paul ties the concept of 
anticipation into the activity of Christ. Paul’s hope wasn’t primarily in his desires being granted 
to him. His hope was that Jesus would figure this out and make all things right. 1 Peter 1:3 

 
Final Thoughts: 

• You thought winning was getting what you want now. Winning in prayer is attaining a heart for 
Christ. Yet many of us have let the lack of us getting what we want the way we want it chain our 
prayers. Like the baby elephant we have given up on believing prayer has power. What if it 
does? What if intercession has power?!  
 

• Jesus wants to bring abundant wholeness, shalom, into your life. The enemy wants you in 
bondage. 

• Even in amazing miraculous events there are parts of this world and your life that won’t be fully 
right until Christ comes again. For example, even if you were healed from cancer you may still 
need glasses. 

• The deepest healing is in the heart. The fullest healing is when the old order of things has passed 
away and the new heaven and new earth come (Revelation 21). 

• What if you ask and God doesn’t answer the way you want? Too many people assume the 
asking isn’t an active agency of formation in and of itself. Anything that draws us closer to Him is 
a win.  The very act of seeking can bring broader understanding, right focus, and a deeper 
relationship with God.  

• It is true that in the end He will make it all right but that doesn’t mean that He won’t act now.   

• Pray that God would act in ways that draw us and others to himself, into ultimate healing. It’s 
also absolutely okay to ask God to act miraculously in a specific situation. (Matthew 7:9). 

   
Next Steps Card: 
Write out what you want God to heal.  



Come forward. We want to pray for a miracle.  
 
Resources: 
Crossway Study Notes 
Faithlife Study Bible 
The Bible Project 
English Standard Version of the Bible.  
Elephants on ropes. Last accessed December 7, 2018 https://www.huffingtonpost.com/rabbi-steven-
carr-reuben-phd/what-baby-elephants-can-teach-us-about-human-freedom_b_2452099.html 
Hope. Last accessed December 7, 2018 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4WYNBjJSYvE 
 
  
 

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/rabbi-steven-carr-reuben-phd/what-baby-elephants-can-teach-us-about-human-freedom_b_2452099.html
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/rabbi-steven-carr-reuben-phd/what-baby-elephants-can-teach-us-about-human-freedom_b_2452099.html

	Do You Still Believe?

