
Do You Still Believe?  
Week 1: It’s Too Good to be True: John 2:1-12; 18:33-36 
Mike Colaw 
 
Introduction: 
I think it’s important to stop and become aware of how you view God.  
For some their view of God is more influenced indirectly than by direct study of God’s word.  
For example; 
Growing up in the holiness movement had wonderful advantages. It also offered unintended byproducts 
in my spiritual maturation. For example, in a spiritual movement that offered great attention to personal 
holiness I was often very aware of what was not holy yet in me. There was a lot. As a teenager I loved to 
toilet paper houses, watch movies I probably shouldn’t watch and even enjoyed a good cigar every so 
often. I wasn’t always honoring God and when painful things happened, I thought it was God, the great 
Dudley do Right in the sky punishing me. I had this view of God as a good but dangerous cosmic cop. 
Ready to punish us law breakers.  
 
I want us to ponder this thought. 
What primarily does God want for us?  

• Our obedience? 

• Our undivided attention in worship? 

• I want to offer another thought: I believe God wants us to have perfect purpose and pleasure.  
 
Let’s come back to this thought a little later.  
 
I want to book end Jesus’ adult ministry. I want to start by overlapping the start of Jesus ministry with 
the end of it. To do this I have to overlap last week’s message a bit. We will reread the Wedding at Cana 
and a part of Pilate’s interrogation of Christ.  
  
Text: 
John 2:1–2:12 (ESV)  
The Wedding at Cana 
1 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus 
also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to 
him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her,  “Woman, what does this have to do with me? My 
hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”  
6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or 
thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 
8 And he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it.  
9 When the master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know where it came 
from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the 
bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have drunk 
freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until now.”  11 This, the first of his signs, 
Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him.  
12 After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother and his brothers and his disciples, and they 
stayed there for a few days.  
  



John 18:33-36 (ESV)  
“So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, "Are you the King of the 
Jews?" Jesus answered, "Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?" Pilate 
answered, "Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have 
you done?" Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my 
servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not 
from the world." Then Pilate said to him, "So you are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am a king. 
For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. 
Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice."” 
  

• We will be spending some significant time in the book of John over this next year. One of my 
favorite parts of this book is the redemptive work of God. Story after story, lesson after lesson, 
it’s a beautiful story of redemption and hope. You will see just how deeply God desires us to find 
and walk in immeasurable joy.  

  

• Put yourself in their shoes.  
 

o They have experienced lives of heavy persecution.  
o They have felt the law of God heavily from overly zealous religious leaders. 

  

• Chapters 2-12 are a series of miraculous signs and stories of Jesus interacting with the greater 
culture.  There is one clear purpose: substantiate Christ as truly the one described in the first 
chapter. We will walk alongside the ancient Greco-Roman world as they also work to 
understand who this amazing miracle worker is. The first division (chapter’s 2-4) of this section 
looks at four Jewish institutions and how they all are pointing to God, himself.  

  

• In the beginning of Jesus’ ministry we find ourselves in the middle of a large wedding feast. As 
the party continues Jesus performs this interesting miracle. He makes a huge amount of wine! 
Why?  
 

o In the Old Testament abundant wine would have been seen as God’s favor.  
o We may also find part of the answer in ancient prophetic literature, Isaiah 25:6 for 

example, which makes much of God’s desire in making joy.   
  

• Looking at the end of Jesus’ life.  Jesus clearly says He is from a different kingdom. Not only is he 
from a different kingdom, we as his followers become part of that kingdom too. We are not of 
this world (1 Peter 2:11).  We are aliens in this world. What His kingdom is like is found in all the 
stories between these two events.  

  

• What can we learn from these events and all the stories that take place in between?  
 

o A life of constant tedious exhausting work isn’t God’s design for humanity. Many of 
God’s interactions with humanity are a freeing of them from states of bondage that they 
(we) bring on ourselves. Jesus first miracle is one of bringing joy. This shows the nature 
of God and is important to take notice of. God’s joy for us is joy in us!  Heaven won’t be 
tedious, it will be pure bliss.   



o We can fairly safely make a theological assumption about Jesus from the types of 
miracles Jesus did. Especially this as His opener. Jesus wants us to follow Him not 
primarily because of How strong He is or that He has the best moral arguments for life 
or that His intelligence is superior to other leaders. He wants us to follow Him because 
He is good. 

  
Final Thoughts: 
I remember the first time it hit me that God wants my truest pleasure. I was given a tape series on 
worship by Dr. John Piper and drove around town in an old Ford Tempo listening to those cassettes 
weeping as it hit me that God wants my pleasure. I was made for an Eden. God is showing me the way.  
Let this settle in. God wants you to have immeasurable pleasure! The Bible wasn’t a chain or cage 
keeping me from fun it was a beautiful map to find the greatest joy. Us reunited with God.  
  
Whatever is going on in life right now take a moment and meditate on the nature of God. 

• God is love. Literally IS love. It’s not that he has a lot of the attribute of love. He is the fountain 
of love.     

• God’s desire is that you have joy.  

• You are fully known and loved by God. (Leave this up until the next steps cards.)  

• God’s promise is that heaven will be a homecoming better than the best family Christmas, 
birthday party, or vacation you can remember.   

  
Prayer: 
Father, the enemy wants to convince us that you are not kind. You are kind! You made us for Eden and 
for Heaven. You deeply desire our truest and deepest satisfaction and joy.  
Help my heart to enjoy you more. 
  
In your own words pray this.   

• I also pray that my family would find joy in you.   

• I pray my friends would find joy in you.   

• I pray that my spouse would find joy in you.   

• I pray my neighbors and friends that don’t yet know you would find immeasurable joy in you.   
  
Next Steps Card: 
Write this out.  
God you desire my truest wholeness and joy. 
Write out what you can’t wait for God to make whole and right.  
Finish it off by writing, “Thank you.”  
 
Resources: 
Crossway Study Notes 
Faithlife Study Bible 
The Bible Project 
English Standard Version of the Bible.  
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