
There is tension. 
Can you feel it? 
 
In just a few hours us parents will wake up to this: (Insert the photo of the kids jumping on the bed.) 
I think this year I might try this: (Insert the picture of the kids taped to the wall.)  
 
In all seriousness, there is tension everywhere.  
The news, loss of a loved one, divorce, sickness, misunderstanding with a friend and natural disasters. 
There is tension everywhere.  
Can you feel it?  
In Hebrew there is a word for tension in waiting: ָקוָה qâvâh: The tension in a chord.  
 
Ancient Hebrew societies and manuscripts used this word to describe the innate tension humanity feels. Both in 
specific situations and in general.  

 
Here is the catch. The assumption humanity makes over and over again is that we can fix the “ָקוָה”.  
 
Nations are built and destroyed and every pleasure has been tested all trying to fix the ָקוָה ourselves.       
 
John Wesley’s notes.  
We read of an ancient king, who, being desirous to know what was the natural language of men, in order to 
bring the matter to a certain issue, made the following experiment: He ordered two in facts, as soon as they 
were born, to be conveyed to a place prepared for them, where they were brought up without any instruction 
at all, and without ever hearting a human voice. And what was the result? When they were at length brought 
out of their confinement, they spoke no language at all; they uttered only inarticulate sounds, like those of 
other animals. Unless the grace of God was inserted the same would be for us in religion. -John Wesley (Vol. 
6, 65)  
 
The answer is alien not innate.  
It’s incarnate.  
 
Jesus literally brought humanity the ability to see and know what is eternal and good, what is God.  
 
Listen to the promise of Christ through the awareness of one in waiting.  
 
Luke 2:8-15 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for 
all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the 
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”  
 
Biblical hope isn’t good luck, like “I hope you have a good day.”  Biblical hope is more like discovering a map. 
The ways and work of Jesus finally satisfy the real hurt and tension humanity feels.  
 
Tonight, I wish you a Merry Christmas. Why? Because the way of peace is not found but given.  
 
Will you accept it?  


