
Christmas Eve 2021 
 
Everyone is about to be with their families.  
In this season, way too quickly the conversations go to divisive things like politics. I will give you 
a tool to derail those who are trying to hijack the family peace.  
You ready for the secret weapon… dad jokes.  
Just interrupt the tension and go for it. The dumber the joke the better.  
Here are three to consider: 

1. A gingerbread man went to the doctor complaining of a sore knee. The doctor asked 
him. “Have you tried icing it?” 

2. How does Christmas Day end? With the letter Y! 
3. What do you get when you cross a snowman with a vampire? Frostbite. 

 
In all honestly, you can’t avoid the reality that this year has been painful for many. I want to 
pause and acknowledge that.  
 
For some… one of you it’s been a great year.  
For all the rest of us, I want you to know, I see you. The waves of joy and pain, celebration and 
frustration, laughter and lament is real. It’s life. I see you.  
 
The last few years have been hard for us too. My last living grandparent died about one year 
ago… right before my youngest was born. I sat in the hospital holding my new baby while 
watching her funeral on an iPad. I had two very different feelings. Joy and pain.  
 
The coming of Jesus was this way too. It was a mixture of great joy and awful, painful things. 
They coexisted together.  
 
Listen to the good and bad in the beginning of the nativity story.  
 

Luke 2: 1-7  
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be 
registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the 
house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 
6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. 1 
 
Can you see it? Mary and Joseph are told they have been given a great gift, Jesus. After that it’s 
a long complex story of joy and pain. They are forced to travel a long and dangerous road while 

 
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Lk 2:1–7. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Lk2.1&off=26&ctx=rth+of+Jesus+Christ%0a~2%C2%A0%E2%80%A2%E2%80%A2In+those+days+l%EF%BB%BF


9 months pregnant. They arrive and there is no decent place for them to stay. They slept with 
the animals. She even goes into labor at a very inconvenient time in this awful location.  
 
I wonder what was going through Mary and Joseph’s mind in this specific moment. “God what 
is going on? Can this be right? Where are you? I thought you were going to make a way?”  
 
If you have ever thought, “God, I thought you were in this, I thought you were with me”… you 
are not alone.  
 
Before I proceed let me say clearly. I want you to have an amazing life. One filled with joy and 
purpose. 
 
In neurophysiology there is this idea that resistance is required for strength and accuracy.2 
Watch as I move my hand across the plane of my body. If I apply a slight resistance by my other 
hand, I can move it with greater stability and more accuracy. I have wondered if this is true 
spiritually. The world allows a counter pressure. You can’t turn it off. You could reject The 
Church, you could reject Jesus, but you can’t turn off the back pressure of this broken world. 
Sin, death, jealousy, pride, and hatred fight against you. When you choose to place your hope in 
Christ the counter force begins. To stay in the church, to keep in the word to worship, pray and 
make Christ first, you apply a prime counter force. In fact, the resistance that comes from the 
brokenness of this world that worked against you can be used by God to make you more stable 
and strong.  
 
You can’t turn off the brokenness of this fallen world, but you could reject the counter force 
that works against it.  
 
I want you to have an amazing life. One filled with joy and purpose. I want you to do more than 
remember the story of Jesus – I want you to choose to live in a state of applying his ways in 
your life. Why? Because I want you to have an amazing, accurate, strong, and stable life. I 
believe it comes through Christ.  
 
So, there I was. Sitting in that hospital room watching my grandmother’s funeral holding a baby 
named after her. In that confusion I simply applied the pressure of a faith long practiced and 
with it, over time, came stability and hope. Glorious hope.  
 
You can’t turn off the backpressure of sin and death. It will come at you. You can also choose to 
commit to live in the forward force of faith. Not only as hearing a story, but committing to a 
steady, continual state of living. Follow Jesus.  
 
I challenge you to join us, to join the faith.  
 
 

 
2 Jordan Peterson Neurophysiology, Resistance for accuracy. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWMQcKqSa28 


