
Beauty from Ashes 
Week 5 – Christ as the truest example of God 
Hebrews 5:1-10  

Welcome: 
• Those watching online. 

• New guests. 

• The family. 

Prayer 
• That God would still your minds and ignite your hearts. 

• That God would make our hearts teachable.  

• That Jesus would become even more beautiful.   

• Pray that I would honor God with the delivery of His word.  

The Series: (Big picture) 
We are in the season of Lent.  What is Lent? 
Lent is the period of 40 days before Easter during which many Christians do not eat certain foods or do 
certain pleasurable activities as a way of remembering the suffering of Jesus Christ and what is truly 
important.  Christians also use this time to remember it was from ashes we were made and to ashes we 
will return. (Webster, 2018) 

• Think of Lent as a stripping away of what is passing away.  

Opening For this Week: 
Early out of college I had a handful of heroes of the faith I wanted to see or meet. These were guys I 
knew from a distance.  I had consumed their work and was highly impressed by them.  Some I would 
never be able to meet as they were dead, like C.S. Lewis, the Apostle Paul, etc.  A few are still alive.  One 
specifically I had the chance to get to know up close and personal.  A hero of mine.  Someone you would 
probably know too.  Someone that seemed to have the hand of God on their life in a powerful way.  
Honestly, as soon as I was able to see into the man at a closer level I discovered something rather 
disappointing.  He was just a man… I knew in my mind that this would probably be the case yet I still 
found myself disappointed.  My heart wanted more.   
Here is the interesting part of this.  I wasn’t just a little disappointed in the man; I found myself 
disappointed in everything spiritual.  It all seemed a little less real for me for awhile.  I didn’t give up on 
my faith at all, it just became a little more academic; no, a LOT more academic.  I wanted the magic and I 
instead found myself in the theory and history of it all.   
Have you ever been there?   
 
With this in mind let’s go to the text.   

The Text:  
Hebrews 5:1-10 



1 For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation 
to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He can deal gently with the ignorant and 
wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness. 3 Because of this he is obligated to offer 
sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of the people. 4 And no one takes this honor 
for himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron was.  
5 So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who 
said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 6 as he says also in another place,  
“You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.” 7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered 
up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from 
death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8 Although he was a son, he learned 
obedience through what he suffered. 9 And being made perfect, he became the source of 
eternal salvation to all who obey him, 10 being designated by God a high priest after the order 
of Melchizedek.  
 

• Let’s look at the overarching idea in Hebrews:  
o God made earth.  In right harmony. 
o Man breaks it.   
o Though man is separated from God there remains parts/residue of Him in 

everything.  
o In art we see the residue of God 
o In nature  
o In the covenant of marriage 
o In spiritual leaders 
o In music  
o Even in new life coming into the world 

• When we examine nature closely we see two things: 
o The residue of true beauty.  It’s like déjà vu or remembering a beautiful dream 

you had as a kid.  
o We also see the darkness.  It’s not quite right.  At varying times and in varying 

percentages things in nature have beauty and darkness.  
▪ On my best days I may appear to exude God’s glory.   
▪ On my bad days you may see my struggle.  

 
• When you examine them, see the darkness and want to reject it, remember these two 

things.  
o Your heart longs for something more perfect than what nature can offer. (Pascal, 

Lewis and many other scholars have pointed this out.) 
o You are rejecting the imperfection.  

• All of Hebrews prepares the reader to culminate their hunger to know God in the person 
of Jesus.  The truest natural example of God.  Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, gentleness, and self-control.  

• This is why the danger of rejecting Jesus is such a big deal.  It is true rejection of what is 
good, what is God. I don’t care if you don’t like me.  I also know I am an imperfect 
representation of Christ.  So are you.  



 
Let’s now drill down into verses 5-10  
 
Hebrews 5:5-6 
5 So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who 
said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 6 as he says also in another place,  
“You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.”  

• Christ did not glorify himself Like priests in the line of Aaron, Christ did not appoint Himself—
Christ was crowned with glory (doxa) on account of His death (Heb 2:7, 9; compare Isa 52:15). 
(Faithlife Study Bible, 2016) 

• (doxa, Heb 2:7, 9; compare Isa 52:15) Christ has been lifted up as the role of perfect 
representative of God to humanity.   

• The cross is the epicenter of relentless perfect love for all of humanity to look toward.  

• The significance is made to the original readers by using Melchizedek.  So who is he?  
o Melchizedek is described as the king of Salem and the ideal high priest in the Old 

Testament. He is VERY mysterious. He appears in many ancient writings, even 
outside of the canonized Bible. He appears to be ageless and above the angels, 
respected by all.  Other historical literature like the book of Second Enoch has 
Michael saving him from the flood.  Some scholars wonder if he was the pre-
incarnate Christ working with humanity before He took on the role of Christ. 
(Genesis 14:17-18, Psalm 110:4, Enoch 72:1, 9–10, Melchizedek Scroll 2:13-14, 
Josephus Antiquities 1.180-81, Philo, 3.79-82)  

o The understanding to them in that day is clear.  The man Christ is the truest and 
best mediator between God (himself) and man.  

 

Final Thoughts: 
 
Hebrews 5:7-10 
7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to 
him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 
8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. 9 And being made 
perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, 10 being designated by 
God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek.  
 

• I want to return to Dr. Webber’s quote from last week. “The idyllic description of the garden in 

Genesis is a picture of how God wants his world to be and how God and humanity commune.  

This picture is one of relationship.  Adam and Eve in harmony with God, with each other, and 

with nature.” -Dr. Robert Webber (Webber, 2008) 

• Christ bridges us to God. Though there is some beauty in sex, art, music, the best of friends, and 

even spiritual leaders, they are all tainted with darkness.  Only Jesus as redeemer through the 

cross is the pure and true way to God. 

• Is there anything standing in the way of you following Christ closer?   
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