
Beauty from Ashes 
Week 4 – Christ Comes into our Brokenness   
Ephesians 2:1-10 

Welcome: 
• Those watching online. 

• New guests. 

• The family. 

Prayer 
• That God would still your minds and ignite your hearts. 

• That God would make our hearts teachable.  

• That Jesus would become even more beautiful.   

• Pray that I would honor God with the delivery of His word.  

The Series: (Big picture) 
We are in the season of Lent.  What is Lent? 
Lent is the period of 40 days before Easter during which many Christians do not eat certain foods or do 
certain pleasurable activities as a way of remembering the suffering of Jesus Christ and what is truly 
important.  Christians also use this time to remember it was from ashes we were made and to ashes we 
will return. (Webster, 2018) 

• Think of Lent as a stripping away of what is passing away.  
 
What do we want out of this series? 

• I want you to grow in awareness of what really has your heart. 

• I want you to grow in your love for what is eternally most important. 

• I want this all to happen in such a powerful way that it’s actually measurable.  

Opening For this Week: 
Why God is the only being who can say “Everyone praise me!” and it’s gloriously good for all. 
One of the most common complaints I get against Christianity focuses on the seemingly needy God of 
the Bible. No, he doesn’t need food or money, but God over and over again wants praise. 
Many scholars over the years have picked up on this. Listen to the way C.S. Lewis stated it while he was 
wrestling (and I do mean wrestle, spiritual formation for Lewis was often a battle) through it. 
 
“We all despise the man who demands continued assurance of his own virtue, intelligence or 
delightfulness; we despise still more the crowd of people round every dictator, every millionaire, every 
celebrity, who gratify that demand… Thus a picture, at once ludicrous and horrible, both of God and of 
His worshippers threatened to appear in my mind.” –C.S. Lewis 
 
Harsh words. However, he is right. We don’t like glory hogs. Something deep in use despises the person 
who thinks they are amazing. Yet, over and over again in the Bible that’s what God seems to be doing. 
Right? 
 



Look at Psalm 111:1-10 as an example. 
1 Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, in the company of the upright, in 
the congregation.  
2 Great are the works of the LORD, studied by all who delight in them.  
3 Full of splendor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever.  
4 He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; the LORD is gracious and merciful.  
5 He provides food for those who fear him; he remembers his covenant forever.  
6 He has shown his people the power of his works, in giving them the inheritance of the nations.  
7 The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy;  
8 they are established forever and ever, to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness.  
9 He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever. Holy and awesome is his 
name!  
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good understanding. 
His praise endures forever! 
 
Glory hog. Right?  
How can a deity be truly good if he constantly demands to be worshiped? 
Here is the difference. Giving God the glory he demands manifests itself as good in three ways as I see it 
so far. Honestly, it has taken me years to wrap my brain around this. My understanding is still in want, 
but it’s growing.   
 
My eyes were opened while sitting in a coffee shop. With eyes pinned to my computer screen I could 
see it. Not my computer monitor or other people in the coffee shop.  Actually, they became blurrier as 
my eyes filled with tears. Yet, something was becoming much clearer.  Something in my heart and mind. 
God is not an empty vessel or a container needing to be filled. Until that moment I had without realizing 
it assumed God is like us. Hearts void and hungry to be filled.  
 
Love isn’t a platonic ever-present force that God is trying to feed off of or rob from us. God IS love.  Us 
turning to him is the empty vessel drinking deep of what it longs for. What humanity has longed for we 
have labeled many things, but in that moment, I finally knew the name of what I was hungry for. I had 
called it love.  A seemingly vague limited thing that people always fight for and are afraid to lose. My 
fear that God demanding attention would empty me of this “thing” was in fact very false.  Turning to 
God was filling me with even more of it… even more of himself. Because God is love.  
 
We get a little glimpse of God, like a ray of light piercing through closed blinds on a window.  We see 
him in our best and truest of friendships, when we are captivated by a beautiful early morning sunrise 
breaking through the mountains or when we hold our children for the first time.  To worship God is to 
turn towards love.  It is not turning towards something that takes it from us. The clearer we understand 
God the more we see He is not the empty vessel, we are.  He is what we long to be filled with. 
 
With this in mind let’s go to the text.  

The Text:  
Ephesians 2:1-2 
1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this 
world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 
disobedience—  



  
• What does Paul mean by we are “dead”? 

o To be dead means to be resolved to something. You are without the ability to adjust course.  
o We are resolved to destruction without God.  

• Humanity without God’s intervention is on the way to destruction.  
o The course of this world - self-focus. Like a car that has been driven off the cliff. The effect of 

sin resolved this world to destruction.   
o The prince of the power of the air - Satan. The primary cause in which this happens.  
o The spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience - depravity. The condition of our 

human heart without God’s intervention is also affected by the primary cause, Satan.   
• We don’t take sin and spiritual warfare serious enough in the West. We are being led towards 

destruction.  
  
Ephesians 2:3 
3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and 
the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.  
  
• "Were by nature" goes back to the main idea.  That we are dead.  
• The passions of your flesh are leading you astray.  
• We are fully conditioned by the prior forces (course of the world, Satan, depraved spirits) to 

hunger for what is evil, and we minimize its full effect in our self-talk. 
  
Ephesians 2:4-9 
4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were 
dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and 
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the 
coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 
9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
  
• There is a miracle when your eyes are opened to spiritual things.  

o Pray, “God open my eyes to you.” 
• There is the miracle of a changed heart. 

o Pray, “God change my heart to live your ways out.”  
• But God…  
• Our problem isn’t ignorance, it’s a hardened heart.   

o We think the inhibitor to our spiritual progress is ignorance.  I need to learn something 
new.  The scripture teaches that a dead heart is the real problem.  
 

  
Ephesians 2:10  
10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, 
that we should walk in them.  
  
• Workmanship ποίημα poiēma: Literally we are made to express God.  Like a poem, a work of art 

to display God’s beauty, specifically His love.  
• We become the poetic expression of God. 



•  Created:  You are born new when your spiritual heart wakes up.  Like Lazarus coming out of the 
grave, you were dead but now you are alive. 

o You have no real power.  You are becoming destined for destruction by the three prior 
mentioned powers. The course of the world, Satan, and a depraved spirit. 

 

Final Thoughts: 
I want to return to Dr. Webber’s quote from last week.  

 “The idyllic description of the garden in Genesis is a picture of how God wants his world to be and how 
God and humanity commune.  This picture is one of relationship.  Adam and Eve in harmony with God, 
with each other, and with nature.” -Dr. Robert Webber (Webber, 2008) 
 
Last week we took the time to identify the disharmony that we all notice in the world.  Today we offer 
an incredible intervention. "But God." 
 
Here is the crazy part.  You are now called to be a part of “but God” in this world.   
You are called to join in His redemptive process.  

Response Cards: 

Is there a place in your heart where you need God to change what you desire? I want you to write on 

your card "God change my heart, so that I might be a poetic expression of your redemption in 

__________." 
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