
Beauty from Ashes 
Week 3 – Only Christ  
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

Production Notes: 
• Green on the Screen 

Welcome: 
• Those watching online. 

• New guests. 

• The family. 

Prayer 
• That God would still your minds and ignite your hearts. 

• That God would make our hearts teachable.  

• That Jesus would become even more beautiful.   

• Pray that I would honor God with the delivery of His word.  

The Series: (Big picture) 
We are in the season of Lent.  What is Lent? 
Lent is the period of 40 days before Easter during which many Christians do not eat certain foods or do 
certain pleasurable activities as a way of remembering the suffering of Jesus Christ and what is truly 
important.  Christians also use this time to remember it was from ashes we were made and to ashes we 
will return. (Webster, 2018) 
 
What do we want out of this series? 

• I want you to grow in awareness of what really has your heart. 

• I want you to grow in your love for what is eternally most important. 

• I want this all to happen in such a powerful way that it’s actually measurable.  

Opening For this Week: 
I have spent the last few days of this week reading about the march of Julius Caesar on Rome, the first of 
the dominions to fall that led to the fall of the Roman Republic and the rise of the Roman Empire.  
Martin Dougard and Bill O’Reilly take a little liberty but so well describe the eve of this march.   
His men were loyal unto death.  
They all knew what was on the line.  It was illegal and an act of treason to have an assembled army 
march into Rome.  
They knew the risk. They had seen well the blood lust of the Republic. They had even participated in the 
tortuous acts against those who were in treason, including their families.  
Yet, they believed their acts well worth it… why?  
 
Or what about the Declaration of Independence.  



In Philadelphia on July 4, 1776 the unanimous vote to stand against Great Britain that Thomas Jefferson 
with the help of a few others penned.  
They knew the risk. They believed it was well worth it… why? 
 
Human history is littered with reformers and revivalists.  We are constantly working to make political 
and societal machines that fix what’s broken. 
 
This begs a great question. What’s broken that everyone is trying to fix? 
 
Our own Constitution says quite well what all of humanity is working towards.  
 
"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness." 
 
We all want an Eden.  
That’s why some fight to unbind their sexual desires in any way they see fit and others fight to control 
them.  It’s why some want guns taken away and others want them to protect what they love.  Even 
though the means are different, its It’s the same end goal for most people. 
 
Listen to Dr. Robert Webber.  
“The idyllic description of the garden in Genesis is a picture of how God wants his world to be and how 
God and humanity commune.  This picture is one of relationship.  Adam and Eve in harmony with God, 
with each other, and with nature.” -Dr. Robert Webber (Webber, 2008) 
 
We long for harmony.  We ache for it.  The very foundation of the universe is in entropic decay.   
 
With this in mind let’s go to the text.  

The Text:  
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
Christ the Wisdom and Power of God 
18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God. 19 For it is written,  
                  “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,  
      and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”  
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 
made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22 For 
Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 
Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God 
is stronger than men.  
26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not 
many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to 
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low 
and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no 



human being might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who 
became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is 
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”  
 

We have one question to wrestle with: 
(Separate slide for the following) 

Can humanity make its own answer to fix what is broken?  
 
Remember what is broken is disharmony. (Dr. Webber) 

• We toil the land to survive.  

• Relationships are difficult and take work. 

• Our bodies are sick and dying. 

• Even our universe is in entropic decay. 
 
Illustration: 
List the best-selling Self Help books.  
I googled a list of the best-selling self-help books.  Here are a few.  Comically I have read a number of 
them.  

1. Feeling Good, the New Mood Therapy by Dr. David Burns 
2. Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell  
3. The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People by Stephen Covey  
4. The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch  
5. Mindset: the New Psychology of Success by Dr. Carol Dweck  
6. The Power of Habit by Charles Duhigg 
7. Awaken the Giant Within by Tony Robbins 

 
Here is basically what we have.  

• Master your thoughts to your liking.  

• Master your habits to your end objective.  

• Live relaxed and willing to ride the tide of life. 

• Be a positive thinker and don’t focus on the negative.  

• Run deep into your hurts.  
  
Everyone is trying to fix it. The disharmony in the world.   

• The Medical Field: Tirelessly works to fix the disharmony in our bodies.  

• Social justices: Minority groups work to have a fair and equal voice.  

• Even the school shootings.  Getting rid of guns or keeping guns, the end objective is the same for 
both camps. Protect what/who I love from a broken and bad world.  

• Everyone is trying to fix it.  
 

We have one propositional idea.  
(Separate slide for the following) 

The best of humanity can’t fix what is truly broken.   
 
1 Corinthians 1:20-25 



20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 
made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22 For 
Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom. 
We could wrap everyone in bubble wrap and take everything dangerous away from all people.  It 
doesn’t deal with the real core issue.  Disharmony.  We have a word for what is out of harmony with 
God, sin.  
 

We have one answer to humanity's struggle. 
(Separate slide for the following) 

Christ Crucified.  

I Corinthians 1:13-25 
23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who 
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the 
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
 
This begs a great question. What does Christ Crucified mean?  
 
Literally, the work and ways of Jesus.  
 
Didactic answer: 

• Die to self and Follow Jesus. Love what He loves. Value what He values. Do what He does. Let 
the fruit of the Spirit be who we are.  

• A new medicine will maybe keep you on this planet a few more years, but Christ is the only way 
to Heaven, back to Eden.  
 

The Mystery:  
We can’t pin down the depths of Christ’s love.  The answer is also a journey. The journey into God is like 
light entering an infinite series of prisms.  There is a beautiful central theme - follow Jesus - but it will 
shine in countless ways into eternity.  Perfect harmony will grow evermore beautiful and reaching.   
 
C.S. Lewis says it is logically impossible to have a complete theology book because God is infinitely 
beyond us. We don't understand exactly all what this means but we are led to trust something.  We 
trust Christ crucified and follow His infinite expression of love.  
 
Paul calls this faith, and that without faith it is impossible to please God. He wants our faith and trust, 
especially because our human understanding is limited. (Heb. 11:1-6) 
 

Final Thoughts: 
1 Corinthians 1:26-31 
26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not 
many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to 
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low 
and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no 
human being might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who 



became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is 
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”  
 

• The greater literary context is Paul is talking to Christians in the Corinthian church. Even then 
they were seeking out experts.  Not just worldly experts but spiritual ones.  They worked to pit 
Apollos and Paul against each other.  

• In light of this constant seeking of human wisdom Paul says this:  Even the most lowly of people 
can participate in the love of Christ.  By trusting in the work of Christ and living His ways out 
even the simplest can be powerful bringers and participants in God’s glorious love.  

 

Response Cards: 
Today I want to challenge you to make top priority in your life what is the truest power to solve your 

problems.   

Where do you need to trust him more in your journey with him? 

Write, "Father, increase my faith to trust you in ______" 
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