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Introduction:  

The Wizard of Schenectady: 

When he arrived at Ellis Island from Breslau Germany in 1888, Carl August 
Rudolph Steinmetz nearly had to turn back. You see, Carl stood only 4 feet 
tall with pronounced spinal curvature AKA - Kyphosis, and immigration 
workers believed him an unfit for the US. 

An American friend, who accompanied him, intervened and convinced the 
early American version of a TSA worker that this man was a genius and 
would be a great asset to the United States. 

Carl went to work, right away at a company in Yonkers, NY and proved his 
friend right. 

He developed what became known as, “Steinmetz’s Law,” that explained 
factors governing power losses. This led to many breakthroughs in electrical 
systems.  

America was entering a golden age of electrical engineering. So, when 
Thomas Edison and General Electric learned what Steinmetz was doing with 
electric motors in Yonkers, GE purchased the company Carl worked for, 
acquiring all of Steinmetz’s patents as well as his services. 

Carl August Rudolph Steinmetz, then Americanized his name to Charles 
(Charley) Steinmetz. 

Photo – Charlie Steinmetz 

Steinmetz – became known as “The little giant”; and as “The Wizard of 
Schenectady.” Stories about his interactions with brilliant minds abounded.  

One such story appeared on in Life magazine back in 1965. After the 
magazine printed a story on Steinmetz, one reader, a man named Jack 
Scott, wrote to tell about his own dad’s encounter with Steinmetz at Ford’s 
River Rouge plant near Detroit. 
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One of the assembly line’s gigantic generators experienced a problem and 
Ford’s own electrical engineers couldn’t solve it.  So, Ford called Steinmetz 
to the plant. 

When he arrived, Steinmetz rejected all help and asked only for a notebook, 
pencil, and a cot. He listened to the generator & scribbled computations on 
the notepad for two straight days and nights. 

On the second night, he asked for a ladder, climbed up the generator and 
made a chalk mark on its side. He told the Ford engineers to remove a plate 
at the mark and replace sixteen windings from the field coil. Though they 
were skeptical, they did it, and the generator performed perfectly. 

Henry Ford himself was THRILLED, that is UNTIL he got an invoice from 
General Electric for $10,000. That’s a significant amount – even today, and 
this was in the early 1900’s 

Ford acknowledged Steinmetz’s success, but he balked at the price. So, he 
asked for an itemized bill. 

Charley personally responded to his friend, Henry Ford: 

(Slide should scroll first line and THEN second as I read) 

Making chalk mark on generator $1. 

Knowing where to make mark $9,999. 

Ford paid the bill. 

I share that story, because the Holy Spirit is far more brilliant than Charley 
Steinmetz and He truly knows where any adjustments may be needed. 

With that, please pause with me. Would you open your heart as we ask Him 
to spend time evaluating whether there’s any place He needs to mark an X? 

Pray: 
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Review the things that AJ shared in the introduction of our current message 
series – “Made for More” on the Beatitudes. 

Roman Culture valued: 

• Winning 

• Strength Both personal and military 

• Pride in their identity 

As Romans, they had unique rights as citizens of the world’s most 
progressive and powerful nation. 

• Their system of representative government 

They were a nation – not completely UNLIKE the United States of America 
today. Citizenship was a prized possession and carried with it numerous 
benefits not afforded to others – namely those whom Rome conquered and 
dominated. 

When Jesus came, He brought a different (and counter cultural) set of 
Kingdom values. These didn’t just offer Christ followers a chance to become 
a better version of what Rome offered. The values of the Kingdom often ran 
completely contrary to them! 

With that in mind, join me as we look at our verses for today,  

Matthew 5: 3-4. 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed 
are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” 

We already know that many were following and came to the see and hear 
Jesus. When He sees the crowd, Jesus goes onto a mountainside and sits 
down. His disciples come to Him and He begins to teach everyone present. 

Jesus offers up a vision for a DIFFERENT KIND of Kingdom. It’s the Kingdom 
over which HE alone reigns as King supreme. 
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In terms of the world’s understanding & values, it’s an UPSIDE-DOWN 
kingdom. Jesus didn’t come to deliver people from Rome, but from 
themselves and from sin.  

As you might imagine, the 2 versions of kingdom living collided. 

I want us to look today at the first 2 counterculture values Jesus highlights: 

Blessed are the poor in spirit.  

Don’t miss the fulness of Jesus’s words or misrepresent them. His statement 
is FAR MORE than a simple blessing on poverty - having little of the world’s 
resources! 

The “blessed” ones, who inherit the kingdom of heaven, are those who 
evidence poverty of spirit.  

That’s why our verse doesn’t stop at, “Blessed are the poor! No, “blessed are 
the poor in spirit.” 

Notice the truth this statement implies: 

There is a Kingdom humility required for Kingdom citizenship.  

Let me say it another way: 

Poor in spirit means recognizing my own absolute poverty in the presence of 
the Holy.” 

The Kingdom of Heaven is not granted because of diligent or difficult work. If 
so, then the Pharisees could claim charter membership in this Kingdom. 

Citizenship doesn’t come by birthright or lineage (Roman parents), or as an 
honor bestowed by an emperor for conduct in battle. You can’t purchase it at 
great price. In the book of Acts, Paul has a conversation with a Roman 
soldier and the soldier tells Paul that he had to pay dearly for his Roman 
citizenship.  

BUT the Kingdom of Heaven doesn’t belong to those of correct lineage, great 
achievement or who pay their own way.   

NO! The KOH belongs to those who recognize through brokenness and 
humility that truly, we have NO rightful claim to the benefits of this 
Kingdom. 

“Nothing in my hands I bring, simply to the cross, I cling!”  

It’s not a Kingdom over which we boast and boldly declare our rights, 
privileges, and benefits as citizens.  

Instead,  
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This is the Kingdom of “Thank you God for inviting me in, because I have 
absolutely no claim to a single inch of ground in this Kingdom.” 

As a matter of fact, to state it in a different way: 

At the foot of the cross, the ground is level. Every inch, purchased by the 
sacrifice of Jesus; and freely offered to the “poor in spirit” – those who 
exhibit a counter kingdom humility. Theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.  

Notice the small k and large K 

This brings us to the second beatitude defining the countercultural Kingdom 
that Jesus proclaims: 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” 

Perhaps you’re here today, and you’ve experienced deep pain and loss – the 
kind that brings more than just sadness, it brings mourning & grief. 

I don’t seek to minimize that pain or dismiss grief due to loss. However, 
Jesus addresses something different than mourning personal loss. Death, 
loss and mourning are part of the human condition in a fallen world. Jesus 
refers to a Kingdom response when faced with the reality of my own sin and 
brokenness in the presence of God – the Holy One! 

Many scholars and commentators believe that this follows up “Poor in spirit,” 
well, because humility of spirit is often birthed as a result of proper 
mourning. 

The context indicates that these persons mourn over sin and evil, especially 
their own, but also over the corporate sins of their family, tribe or nation. 

A couple stories help illustrate the importance of “poor in spirit,” humility 
and “those who mourn,” grief over sin and failure.  

The first comes from the Old Testament. Consider King David – 2 Samuel 11  

Here, we find a long story about how – after he becomes king – David fails 
miserably. He commits adultery with a woman named Bathsheba. Worse 
yet, after she becomes pregnant, he tries to cover it up – first through 
deception and then – through arranging her husband’s death and then, 
taking her as his own wife. 

At some point after the child is born, Nathan, a prophet, appears before king 
David. Nathan tells a heart-rending story about a rich man with plenty of 
animals who takes the only animal one of his poor subjects has and makes it 
the main course at dinner for his guest. 
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As you might imagine – David burned with anger over the injustice – that is 
UNTIL Nathan points his finger directly at him and declares – “You are the 
man!”  

PAUSE: 

In the kingdom of Rome, anyone who dared call out royalty risked death. 
However, David, even in failure, was a man after God’s own heart. So David 
humbles himself in repentance and admits –  

“I have sinned against the Lord.” 12:13 

David suffered some hefty consequences for his sinful choices, but God still 
blessed him. Nathan assures David that he will not die, but consequences 
would remain. 

For a full understanding of the depth of David’s repentance, you can read 
Psalm 51 – a Psalm of David after he was confronted by Nathan the prophet. 

Now, leap forward in time with me to the New Testament: Next, there’s  

Simon Peter 

Simon boasted that even if everyone else deserted Jesus, that he would 
NEVER do such a thing. 

Jesus calls him out and predicts that, on the night of Jesus’ arrest, Peter 
would deny knowing Jesus, not once, but 3 times. 

In John 18, we find Peter questioned 3 different times and 3 times he denies 
Jesus. At his first denial, this is what Scripture records: 
 

John 18:18 

“It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had 
made to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself.” 

Please keep the setting in mind, as we will return to it: 

Peter betrays 2 more times and then the rooster crows. Luke’s gospel gives 
an emotional picture: 

Luke 22:61-62 
61 The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the 
word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will 
disown me three times.” 62 And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

CONCLUSION: 
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It’s only when you arrive at John 21, you find out how Peter’s lament over 
his own failure turns into restoration: 

So, let’s try to draw these pieces together and answer the question – “What 
difference should all this make in my life?” 

From our Scripture lesson – and from the examples from the Old and New 
Testaments, couple truths rise to the top: First is this: 

God is far less interested in your accomplishments and pedigree than in your 
humility – “Blessed are the poor in spirit.” The Kingdom of heaven belongs 
to these. 

The things that we find impressive mean little in His Kingdom. He places a 
higher value on poverty of spirit than strength, pride or accomplishment. 

The second – needs a bit more explaining, BUT: 

For the gospel to be “good news,” sometimes it must first become “bad 
news!” 

Gods takes no joy in you becoming a self-loathing slug. He’s interested in 
godly sorrow that leads to repentance – “Blessed are those who mourn for 
they shall be comforted.” 

David had to face his sin and repent. 

Peter had to face his failure and allow Christ to restore him. 

Take a look with me at how Simon Peter illustrates both poverty of spirit and 
mourning over sin and failure: 

In John 21, we see that after Jesus’ death and resurrection, Peter has 
returned to fishing with his companions.  

Then, one morning, a stranger appears on the beach. The fishermen caught 
nothing all night. The stranger challenges them to cast the nets on the other 
side of the boat. When they do, they take in a great catch and the disciples 
recognize that it’s the resurrected Jesus on the shore. (notice that Jesus is 
taking Peter back to the place of his calling). 

Peter puts on his outer garment and jumps into the water and heads for 
shore. 

When they come to the stranger, they find him with a fire of burning coals 
(here’s where it gets interesting – ONLY twice in Scripture is the term “fire of 
burning coals” used. The first one is in John 18 that we read earlier when 
Peter is warming himself. The second, is here. 
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A charcoal fire has a distinctive smell. Smells can trigger memories and take 
us back. 

For me, warm dry fall days with the leaves crunching under my feet, and the 
distinctive smell of fall in the woods, takes me back to bird hunting trips with 
my dad and brother every time! 

For Peter, do you see that Jesus now takes him back to his failure? 

This is not to shame or gloat, but for the purpose of restoration: Nathan 
took David there with a story. Jesus takes Peter there with the distinct smell 
of a charcoal fire. For the good news to be good news, it first has to become 
bad news. 

There, on the shore, after eating, Jesus asks Peter: 

“Simon, son of John, do you (AGAPE) love me more than these? 

I’m uncertain what Jesus was referring to when he asked, “more than 
these?” – Maybe it was the boats and the life of a fisherman – maybe it was 
“more than the other disciples?” For you see, Peter had boasted that even if 
ALL others turned away, HE would not. So, now Jesus is asking him to 
reflect. 

Jesus uses the term “agape” for “love” which depicts a self-sacrificing and 
others’ centered love. 

Simon answers. 

“Yes, Lord, you know that I (PHILEO) ‘Brotherly love’ you.” 

To which Jesus replies, “Feed my lambs.”  

He asks again,  

“Simon, son of John, do you (AGAPE) love me?”  

Notice that Jesus backs it up a bit. No more comparison, simply a question – 
do you “self sacrificially Agape – love me? 

Simon answers. 

“Yes, Lord, you know that I (PHILEO) ‘brotherly love’ you.” 

Jesus says, “Take care of my sheep.” 

Now, when Jesus asks a 3rd time, consider with me the depth of the ask. 
Remember, He brought Peter to a charcoal fire, (the smell alone took Peter 
back to his point of failure) Peter denied Jesus 3 times and now Jesus asks a 
3rd time about Peter’s love, but THIS time, Jesus questions Peter using 
Peter’s OWN words. 
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“Simon, son of John, do you (PHILEO) ‘brotherly love’ me?” 

Peter was hurt – but the pain was a healing pain. Jesus wasn’t asking for 
Peter’s bold proclamations of his selfless love. He wanted Peter to own who 
he was and where he was. 

FG Smith Quote that Josh Lavender sent me 

“Godly sorrow does not proceed from human exposure of wrong conduct but 
is an internal realization of the soul’s guilt in the sight of God, accompanied 
by a deep sense of regret for the wrongs committed.” ~ FG Smith 

 

And so, Peter answers, 

“Lord, you know all things, you know that I (PHILEO) ‘brotherly love you.” 

Jesus tells him a third time, “feed my sheep.” Then, Jesus tells Peter that He 
still has a plan, and that plan will involve the opportunity to suffer for Him. 
But, for now, Peter – you’re restored! 

Our current series is themed, “Made for More.” God made you for more. He 
made you to live a blessed lifestyle. It starts with personal humility (poverty 
of spirit) and allowing the good news to be bad news first so we can properly 
mourn and receive comfort & restoration. 

Would you ask the Holy Spirit if there’s any place He’s asking you to assume 
a posture of humility at the foot of the cross? Is there anything personal – or 
corporate – that He might ask you to consider in a new light, realizing that 
TRUE blessedness comes through appropriate grief? 

Please take your next steps card. The response is simple: Has the Holy Spirit 
drawn an X on any area of your heart or life that needs His attention?  

If so, let me assure you that God LOVES to bring hope and restoration to 
any portion of our life when we recognize that Kingdom culture (with a 
capital K) needs to replace the culture of our kingdom (lowercase k). 

PRAY  


