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INTRO & RECAP 

• Introduce myself & position 

• Desperation & Expectation from Isaiah 

• Last week - battle between Kingdom values & man’s 
wisdom 

• This morning ends this series of advent & next week is 
breaking free 

 

PRAY 

 

BACKGROUND 

• Looking at Isaiah 61-62 

• Isaiah is speaking to God’s people (JUDAH) in 
desperation after Assyrian siege of Jerusalem 

• Prophecy of Christ (coming Messiah) & the restoration 
of Zion (revelation ESK) 

 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

 

#1 Me forgetting my jersey and my dad driving 2 hours to 
Fort Wayne 

• I couldn’t earn this from my dad, he did it out of charity 

• I was embarrassed because I was the only one without 
it. 

 



• MAIN POINT #1) We cannot earn the robe (Inward 
Focused) 

o Come back to the text: Isaiah 61:10-11 

 

o Ephesians 2:8-10 

 

o In this modernized age, the Western Church has so 
much accessible and available content that we end 
up educated way beyond our level of obedience. 
We think we can earn it! 

 

o No matter how educated, how eloquent, or how 
successful a human being is, we will never be able 
to attain the righteousness of God in our own 
strength. The teacher is flawed and falls short, the 
lawyer is flawed and falls short, and even the 
pastor with a PhD is flawed and falls short. God 
clothes the naked and shameful man and woman 
with extravagant garments of salvation and 
righteousness out of pure charitable love. 

 

(Let me take this a step further) 

 

• MAIN POINT #2) God doesn't just hide our 
weaknesses, he declares new identity. 

o Come back to the text: Isaiah 62:2-3 

▪ Verse 2: “Called a new name" 



 

o This doesn’t sink in unless you realize where God’s 
people are: their land has been taken over, they 
have been overpowered and humiliated by foreign 
enemies, and they have disobeyed and turned away 
from the LORD. The people of God are vulnerable 
and terrified. 

 

o Isaiah 62:4 

▪ Hephzibah - “my delight is in her" 

 

o God’s delight is still in his people, even in some of 
their most embarrassing, humiliating moments. He 
chooses to speak and release new identity in the 
middle of overwhelming shame and failure. 

 

o Circle back to the fact my dad took me on a trip not 
long after that and gave me the meaning of my 
name “Andrew" 

▪ EVEN after one of my 
most embarrassing moments. 

 

(INWARD) 

o Someone needs to hear this: 

▪ As you go into 2020, you are not too far gone 
for God to use you 



▪ God uses imperfect people to bring about his 
perfect plan 

 
 

o References 

▪ Moses 

▪ Paul 

▪ Kanye West 

 

(OUTWARD) 

 

o So let me ask you this question: do you see people 
as their sin or for their potential? Do you call 
people by the name of their issue or the image of 
God imprinted upon their heart. Are you the first 
one to throw the stone? 

 

o You may see a mess when you look at someone 
else, when God sees a masterpiece in the making. 

 

• FORGIVENESS SPOKEN WORD 

I spend extra time reading the good book in the 
morning, I know God loves me 

I pour out my heart on stage in front of hundreds of 
people, I know God loves me 



I stop and drop some extra cash in the clanging cup 
after the game downtown, I know God loves me. 
I even stay late and clean up after some students who 
were forced to come, I know God loves me 

But what about when no one knew what I did 7 years 
ago except the one in the heavens? 

Mom and dad told everyone I was an angel, but was 
really just in it for the impressions. 

 

Acting was easy for me, my faith was on broadway 

Shouting Jesus one day, but closed on Friday 

I once was was the Kanye, that no one expected to live 
for God outside of Sunday 

But thanks be to God that his blood extends as far as the 
East to the West 

 

When I felt like a second chance was the last thing I 
deserved 

He reminds me this robe is nothing I could earn 

 

He tied a towel around his waist as he served 

And he clothes me with the same white garment with no 
concern 

 

His grace is confirmed, I know it sounds absurd 

But this favor we tried to buy we could never return 

 

Every time I try to work for this, his arms stretch out 
wider 

As my pride gets tired 

This blazing mercy just burns brighter 

 



And now that I know where I came from, I feel a little 
wiser 

 

I was searching for the dust in my brother’s eye 

Until I saw the branches stretching out from mine 

 

I was withholding relationship, you could call it a 
grudge 

Until I felt the extravagant love seep into my greatest 
screw-ups from the ultimate judge 

 

If You chose to release and forget 

Then it’s time for me to shift this critical mindset 

 

If You said it was finished before you were risen 

Then it’s time for me to take the keys back from 
bitterness in this prison 

 

If You saw the prostitute and chose not to pick up a 
stone 

May forgiveness take the throne 

It’s time for these words to become my own 

 

o Who do you need to forgive? Who do you need to 
start seeing through the eyes of the Lord? 

 

#2 ME getting Grant Hill jersey, PUMPED, then afraid to 
wear it outside of my house 

 

• MAIN POINT #3) You can be saved and not wear 
your salvation(Outward focused) 



o Come back to the text: Isaiah 62:1 

▪ Isaiah is on FIRE to proclaim the Gospel to 
every person 

 

o Sometimes we treat God’s salvation a lot like the 
Christmas sweater we try to cover up. 

 

• A) We feel ashamed 

o 2 Timothy 1:6-8 

 

o Don’t be ashamed of who you represent. 

 

• B) We are distracted 

 
 

o You can be saved, fully reborn, on your way to 
heaven and be wasting your time on earth, 
distracted from the mission of the Kingdom today. 

o God never asked us to embrace our future 
inheritance to the point of sitting in idleness. 

 

(INVITE JOSH/ELISA BACK UP) 

 

o 2 Thessalonians 3:11 



▪ 11 We hear that some among you are idle and 

disruptive; they are not busy, they 

are busybodies. 

 
 

o Idleness is translated multiple times to be “lazy” or 
“to be quiet” 

 
 

o If Satan can’t steal your heart, he will steal your 
time. 

o “Hurry is not just a sign of a disordered schedule, 
it’s a sign of a disordered heart” - John Ortberg  

 

• Satan wants us distracted!!! 

 

o Though Isaiah 61 and 62 point to full restoration in 
the future hope for Jerusalem, this doesn’t replace 
the mission of today. God can bring reconciliation 
today. God can heal marriages today. God can bring 
the drug addict to Christ today. God can light the 
complacent Christian’s heart on fire today! 

 

• Heading into 2020 

o Christians 



▪ We are living in an amazing time as a Christian 

▪ Satan wants you to be ashamed or distracted 

▪ DOOM AND GLOOM Attitude has to stop. 

▪ The harvest is plentiful, but the workers 
are few. 

o Nonbelievers 

▪ Luke 4:16-21 

▪ You cannot earn it! 

 

RESPONSE 

• 1) Accept Christ - write your info on the card and pray 
with someone 

• 2) Where do you need God to create new identity going 
into 2020? 

• 3) Write one person you are going to share Christ with 
in 2020 & pray for them. 

 

 


