
Advent 2019 
Week 4 – Love and trust 

Opening:  
• Who is glad to be in the house of the Lord?  

• Christmas Eve 
 
For those feeling the holiday stress I have a little tip for the house.  
(Insert the photo with the words; “Christmas tip:  wrap empty boxes and put them under the 
tree. Every time your child acts up throw one in the fireplace.”)  
No seriously, there are better ways to make the world a peaceful and kind place.  
 
We have spent the last few weeks looking at core words along with tens of thousands of other 
churches who adhere to the Liturgical year. Today we want to focus on the word – love.  
 
Take a moment and watch this video as we explore the Greek word “Agape”.   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=268&v=slyevQ1LW7A&feature=emb_logo 
 
Biblical love is doing good to others independent of their ability to reciprocate.  
 
C.S. Lewis believed we should translate the word love as “charity” because it’s been so 
flippantly used in so many different ways.   
 

Text: 
Isaiah 16-7:10  ESV 
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz: "Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 
heaven." But Ahaz said, "I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test." And he said, 
"Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 
Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse 
the evil and choose the good. For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted.” 
 
 

• For this to make sense we need a little historical context.  
Ahaz is the 11th king of Judah since the Jewish people were divided into two groups. 
They are under threat of war. The people of God knew suffering and war. Over and over 
again the suffering of God’s people was a direct result of rejecting the ways of God. Here 
again they face temptation. Trust the ways of God or trust the strategies of man that go 
against the ways of God. Isaiah the prophet speaks to Ahaz and basically says, don’t give 
into the deals of man! Stay faithful. Ahaz responds with, “I won’t even ask God about 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=268&v=slyevQ1LW7A&feature=emb_logo


this. I am making the deal.” Isaiah prophecies of the one who can actually bring peace to 
God’s people.  

 

• Ahaz believes he can bring peace by selling off some of the temple riches in order to 
barter for peace, to do something that is against a command of God. 

• Ahaz wanted to trust in his plans, to align with Assyrians. He even quotes a text out of 
context to manipulate it for his own desire.  

• This is true of us today. There is a constant war internally between modern “wisdom” 
and adherence to old spiritual values. What will win will always come down to who you 
trust more.  

• Let’s compare and contrast Ahaz with Mary, the mother of Jesus.  
o Both Mary and Ahaz had a clear word from God.  
o Mary was a poor, uneducated teenager.  Ahaz had the best education, including 

diplomacy, wealth, influence and experience.  
o Mary had deep respect for the ways of God, even if it made her look foolish to 

others.  Ahaz treated God’s word like advice, to be chosen or discarded as it fit 
his desires.  

o It all comes down to who you trust.  
 

• The dividing line between someone who is a fan and student of Christianity and 
someone who is an actual follower of Jesus is trust. What will you actually do with your 
money, time and relationships? What principles will guide you most?  

 

• Don’t hear me wrong. There is often overlap between man’s wisdom and spiritual 
principles, but not always. Sometimes, like Mary all we can do is trust the word of God.  

Final thoughts: 
 
What does this have to do with love?  
Will you trust that the agency of good being birthed in you and in the world around you is first 
and foremost found in the ways and work of God?  
 
What is the most important faithfulness step that we can take?  
 
Matthew 22:36-40 (NIV) 
36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 
37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 
 
The most important tool we have to bring the kingdom of God into this world is to trust and 
mimic the ways of Jesus. Live charitable love, do good unto others independent of their ability 



to reciprocate. Fight a heart posture of fear, revenge, bitterness and scarcity. Commit to not 
only agree with the teachings of Jesus but trust in them above all else.  

Next Steps Cards: 
Pull out the next steps cards while I put these two questions on the screen: 

• In what areas do you struggle with trusting man’s wisdom over God’s? 

• To whom do you need to show God’s charity?  
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