
Advent 2019  

Week 3 – Finding Joy  
  
Opening/Review:   
I decided to google funny family Christmas photos.  
I think you will like some of these. A little inspiration for the holidays.   
(Show the pictures)   
  
  
This last week we introduced a phrase: Desperation to expectation.   

• An expectant heart can have peace in the present because they can see the future.   
• Both of these see what is honestly broken but only one has a posture of heart that is 
positive. Don’t get me wrong, God can use desperation, but a heart of despair is not the end 
goal for humanity.   

  
Last week we studied the word Shalom: “peace” and how it is tied into Christ’s coming. This 
week we want to look at another ancient Biblical word, this time it’s in Greek, Chara: “joy”.   
  
Take a moment and watch this video as we explore the Greek word “Chara”.    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvOhQTuD2e0  
  
Biblical joy isn’t turning a blind eye to what is currently hard, it is a seeing and believing in the 
promises to come.  
  
Text:  
Isaiah: 35:1-10  
The desert and the parched land will be glad;   
the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.   
Like the crocus, 2 it will burst into bloom;   
it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.   
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,   
the splendor of Carmel and Sharon;   
they will see the glory of the Lord,   
the splendor of our God.   
  
3 Strengthen the feeble hands,   
steady the knees that give way;   
4 say to those with fearful hearts,   
“Be strong, do not fear;   
your God will come,   
he will come with vengeance;   
with divine retribution   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvOhQTuD2e0


he will come to save you.”   
  
5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened   
and the ears of the deaf unstopped.   
6 Then will the lame leap like a deer,   
and the mute tongue shout for joy.   
Water will gush forth in the wilderness   
and streams in the desert.   
7 The burning sand will become a pool,   
the thirsty ground bubbling springs.   
In the haunts where jackals once lay,   
grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.   
  
8 And a highway will be there;   
it will be called the Way of Holiness;   
it will be for those who walk on that Way.   
The unclean will not journey on it;   
wicked fools will not go about on it.   
9 No lion will be there,   
nor any ravenous beast;   
they will not be found there.   
But only the redeemed will walk there,   
10 and those the Lord has rescued will return.   
They will enter Zion with singing;   
everlasting joy will crown their heads.   
Gladness and joy will overtake them,   
and sorrow and sighing will flee away.   
  

• Inauguration to consummation  
The prophet points to the promised future, inaugurated in the first coming of Jesus Christ 
(Luke 4:16–21; 7:18–23) and fully consummated at his second coming (Rev. 21:4; 22:1–
5). Isaiah contrasts God’s people, suffering now but destined for heightened powers of 
enjoyment in a new world. - Crossway Study Bible (Crossway Study Bible, p. 1302)     
  

• I cannot under emphasize the consummation of Christ and us, His bride. There is a 
glorious anticipation in Christianity. All through the world the thorns of sin and death have 
left their mark. Bodies are sick and die, families are torn apart, nations are at war and even 
nature itself is in turmoil, groaning like a woman with labor pains as the scripture says 
(Romans 8:19-23).  All of this started unraveling with the birth of Jesus and will be fully 
removed when He comes again.   

  
• There is an “already done” and a “not quite finished” in Christianity. Listen to a few 
other scholars talk about this.   



o “We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.” -Martin 
Luther King Jr.  

  
o  “Hope itself is like a star – not to be seen in the sunshine of prosperity, and only 
to be discovered in the night of adversity.” -Charles Haddon Spurgeon  

  
Final thoughts:  
Be patient with all that is still undone and unsettled.   
Be faithful with the little areas God has allowed you to steward.   
Move from a heart of desperation to expectation.   
  
Next Steps Cards:  
Take some time and write out what you can’t wait for God to make right.   
Write out where the Spirit is telling you to be faithful today.   
 


