
Advent 2019 
Week 2 - Desperation to Anticipation  
 
Opening:  
 
How many here are into personality tests?  I have taken a lot of them over the years. Here is 
one of my favorites. 
 
 (Show the toothpaste personality test image. 
https://www.reddit.com/r/funny/comments/rcpnn/the_toothpaste_personality_test/) 
 
All kidding aside I tend to have a few different traits come up every time I take one. I am driven, 
goal-oriented, competitive, and… an idealist. 
This means that everywhere I look I can see things that need improved. 
The holiday season can be a time when many become very aware of what they wish was 
different.  
I want you to take out your next steps cards and pause for a moment and write out what you 
wish was different. Maybe it’s a broken relationship, maybe it’s a new job, maybe it’s 
something you dislike in yourself. Pause and write it out. What do you wish was different?  
(After a few moments)  
What is it that Jesus is supposed to do with all that is off or broken?  
Before we read the Bible let’s learn a Hebrew word. 
 
(Show the Bible Project Video: Shalom https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oLYORLZOaZE) 
 
Let this settle in. Shalom is not merely the absence of conflict, but wholeness.  
 
Text: 
 
Isaiah: 11:1-10 
11 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;  
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.  
2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—  
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,  
the Spirit of counsel and of might,  
the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord—  
3 and he will delight in the fear of the Lord.  
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,  
or decide by what he hears with his ears;  
4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy,  
with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.  
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;  

https://www.reddit.com/r/funny/comments/rcpnn/the_toothpaste_personality_test/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oLYORLZOaZE


with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.  
5 Righteousness will be his belt  
and faithfulness the sash around his waist.  
6 The wolf will live with the lamb,  
the leopard will lie down with the goat,  
the calf and the lion and the yearling together;  
and a little child will lead them.  
7 The cow will feed with the bear,  
their young will lie down together,  
and the lion will eat straw like the ox.  
8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den,  
the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest.  
9 They will neither harm nor destroy  
on all my holy mountain,  
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord  
as the waters cover the sea.  
10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to 
him, and his resting place will be glorious. 
 

• To understand the significance of Christ you have to look at the world through the eyes 
of the prophets. The clearing of a forest was a sign of war. Ancient armies would often 
clear a forest either to progress an army or to make tools for conflict. An old field with 
new tree shoots coming up was not only a sign that the conflict was over but that the 
forest was becoming whole again. Jesus comes not only as a mechanism to cease evil 
conflict but to provide the means in which abundance and wholeness will be found.  The 
process begins (the shoot) with the coming of Jesus.   

 

• It’s important that being made right isn’t subjective. He doesn’t judge by what he sees 
or hears but by what is truly true. Let’s go back in the text for a moment. Isaiah 11: 3b-4; 
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes or decide by what he hears with his 
ears; 4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions 
for the poor of the earth.  

o Why is it so important that Christ not judge solely by what is shown to him or 
what is told to him?  Two ideas come to mind.  
 

▪ Humanity needs to submit to objective wisdom. We live in a crazy 
subjective world. World renowned apologist Ravi Zacharias often talks 
about the constant push for pluralism and relativism. A story is told 
where he was a guest lecturer at a university that prided itself on 
relativism. Before the lecture a young student was giving him a tour and 
brought him to a building that had walls that were crooked and didn’t 
fully divide rooms and pillars that didn’t hold anything up and stairs that 
led nowhere. The student said this structure was a monument to the 
school’s position that relativism and total subjectivity can be beautiful. 



You need no rules for beauty. Dr. Zacharias simply replied with, “Did they 
build this with a foundation?” As the story goes the young man fell silent 
as the weight of the reality that objective truths do matter hit him.  
 

▪ The world can sense that things are broken but can't agree on how to fix 
it. Even in Jesus’ entourage there was division. Simon was a zealot. He 
would be a modern conservative prepper that hates the government. 
Alongside him was Matthew, a tax collector and most likely someone 
who had spent much of his life as a Roman sympathizer. When Jesus 
shows up, he doesn’t adjudicate like we see in a court room today, 
choosing one side to be fully right and the other fully wrong. He simply 
says…follow me.  
 

• This prophecy makes a bold claim. It proclaims that Jesus is the objective truth offered 
to a very lost humanity, all fighting each other for their own version of truth. It 
proclaims that Jesus is not only the objective truth but that from His work and ways will 
grow peace, love, and wholeness.    

 
Final thoughts: 
 
Back to the personality tests. I’m an idealist. I can see so much that is broken. The holidays are a 
time of joy for me but also a place where I notice all that is unmade, not in peace or wholeness.  
I want you to place your hand over what is unfulfilled, what is devastated or what is broken that 
you wrote on your card at the beginning. The places where Shalom has not yet come.  
 
I want to give you a phrase. Desperation to expectation. Both the desperate and those in 
expectation can see what is broken and live in hardship. However, only one has a heart that’s 
free because it knows with whom the answer resides and in that person is compassionate love.  
 
Pray with me. “Father, in these places of desperation shift my heart to expectation. The best is 
yet to come. You desire not only freedom from conflict but wholeness in each of these areas.”  
 
 


