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Introduction: 
 
Let me open with a section of our text: 
John 4:13-14 
13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever 
drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him 
will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 1 
 
Appetites are a strange thing.  
Some of our strongest desires come with maturity. Maturity can grow a desire, like blowing on 
red embers in a fire can ignite a flame.  
I remember being a little boy barely able to tolerate girls. They were gross. The idea of kissing 
one, never. I also recall one of the moments my maturing body experienced a new appetite. 
What was once gross was quickly moving through indifference to very interesting. We had just 
moved to Oklahoma. My dad was introducing me to his staff. His administrative assistant had 
her daughter there. This memory is locked into my mind. I remember it so well. Melody, my 
dad’s administrative assistant, looked at us and said, “This is my daughter, Leslie.”  
My world came undone.  
Nothing in this world would be the same again.  
For the first time I wondered if my hair was combed. I wanted to shower. I even used good 
manners when talking to her mom.  
Like blowing on red embers can ignite a flame, something in me came to life in me that day.  
Here, I have a few pictures. Here I am as a little boy. No girls, no showers, no manners, no 
problem. Here is a picture of Leslie and I in jr. high. Very aware of a girl, being clean and 
impressing adults she cared about.  
Finally, here is a picture of our wedding day.  
It’s interesting how some of our strongest desires come with maturity.  
 
Let me go back to the text. Let me read more of it.  
 
John 4:7-14 
7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (For his 
disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is 
it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings 

 
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Jn 4:7–14. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Jn4.7&off=0&ctx=t+the+sixth+hour.1+%0a~7%C2%A0A+woman+from+Samar


with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying 
to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living 
water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is 
deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us 
the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to her, 
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that 
I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a 
spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 2 
 

• The book of John is one of the earliest accounts of Jesus. It is full of allusions to appetite. 
From the water to wine, the woman at the well (our text), even the feeding of the 5,000. 
God cares about our needs and desires. However, he wants to ignite in us deeper 
desires, mature desires. The work of the spirit is often like a gentle wind blowing on 
dormant embers and a flame igniting. Even the coming of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2 will be 
described as tongues of flame resting on people.  
 

• This specific scripture is about a woman retrieving water from a well in the heat of the 
day, the middle of the day. This means she is most likely trying to avoid other women. 
When we learn that she has a long list of failed relationships, it’s easy to envision her 
shame. Many scholars believe these failed relationships weren’t only because of her 
actions but also a result of being mistreated by these men          .  
 

• She comes to the well to meet a very real basic need, thirst. When Jesus meets her, He 
doesn’t deny her water, but he does something extra, something very interesting. He 
breaths a divine truth into her heart. He is beginning to set ablaze a new and deeper 
hunger. Something else is being awakened in her. She will learn to drink of something 
much more transcendent and fulfilling.  
 

• From this moment on she will never be the same. There will be a new hunger and 
satisfaction that will eternally change her. She is set on fire.  

 
Final thoughts: 
 
The Bible at its core is simply setting ablaze eternal embers God formed in humanity from the 
beginning. We are hungry for more than what the world offers. We want true peace. We want 
true justice. We want true love. We want true friendship. Even the atheist Nietzsche 
acknowledges humanity’s desire for a better, truer world in his infamous quote, “Religion is the 
opium of the masses.” Make fun of religion all you want, it’s in us to want what does not exist. 
 
Jesus does not say to ignore or mute our appetites. Jesus wants to set our desire for love, 
justice, and truth so ablaze that nothing but the eternal glorious kingdom of God can satisfy 
them.  
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There I was, a little boy meeting a girl for the first time. Oh, I have encountered girls before, but 
this was a first encounter. An awakening.  
 
This will not be our last awakening.  
 
I believe heaven will be these moments times a thousand. I believe when we go to be with 
Christ there will be a maturing that will happen, an evolution of our appetites. He will breathe 
into our spiritual embers in a fresh way and we will be set ablaze. This appetite and satisfaction 
will be so great, the pain of this world will no longer matter.  
 
Revelation 21:4 “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain. For the old order of things has passed away.” 
 
Even now the whispers of Jesus about heaven set my heart on fire. I miss a place I have never 
been to.  
 
Stand with me: 
 
Imagine being satisfied. From head to toe at peace with God. Immeasurably loved and fully 
accepted. The greatest strength in the universe on mission to rescue you, the beloved.  
 
With eyes closed, open your hands palms facing up and repeat these words.  
 
I am loved.  
 
If you need prayer please come forward.  
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