
Advent 2021 
Week 3: We want the power of God.   
Mike Colaw 
 
Production Notes:  
The text in green highlight goes on the screen.  
 
Introduction: 
 
Let me open with our text: 
John 11:25–26: Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. 
Do you believe this?” 1 
 
I want the power of God to move in your life.  
 
Last week I was walking on the treadmill getting ready to go over my sermon. I started to read 
the opening line. 
 
“What I want for you is an amazing life. One filled with awesome purpose and deep meaning. 
One that produces life. I believe that can come through rightly following Jesus.” 
 
I couldn’t finish. I started to cry. I got off the treadmill, laid down and through my tears, prayed.  
 
So many churches in North America are deep. Meaning, they share a lot of information about 
Jesus. This is great. I don’t have a problem with it. I just don’t want to be a history teacher.  
 
I want the power of God to move in your life. I want the very love that had the power to start 
the universe, that holds billions of planets and stars in form, that created life, I want that power 
to be in you! 
 
 
 
Let me go back to the text.  
 
John 11:25–26: Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. 
Do you believe this?” 
 

• This is first a love story. It’s all about great friends and family who love Jesus and Jesus 
loves them. This verse sits in the middle of the story where Jesus raises Lazarus from the 

 
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Jn 11:25-26. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Jn14.27&off=5&ctx=e+said+to+you.+27%C2%A0e%EF%BB%BF~Peace+I+leave+with+y


dead. Here’s how it basically goes down. Jesus has a good friend Lazarus. He has two 
sisters named Martha and Mary. Lazarus ends up sick and dies. Jesus tells the two very 
distraught sisters that there is life in Christ. The sisters basically respond by saying, “I 
know in the end you will make all things right.” Jesus basically says true and in this case I 
will act now. Jesus walks up to the tomb and calls out the dead man. Imagine that scene. 
A three-day old dead man embalmed and wrapped coming out of a grave. There are a 
few things to note from this text.  
 

• It’s easy to envision a zombie. The truth is when Jesus heals, he heals rightly and truly. 
The dead don’t become a little less dead. They become fully alive.  
 

• The sisters believing all will be made right in the end wasn’t a wrong belief. Jesus will 
make all things right in the end. That said, sometimes he works big, glorious miracles 
now. The difference between sorcerers and saints... Saints trust, sorcerers control.  We 
are not sorcerers. We do not control God. Yet, God has deep parental passion and love 
for us (John 11:35).  

o John 11:25 (FSB): Jesus declares that He is the source and power that will enable 
the resurrection of the dead on the day of judgment, when God’s people will rise 
in glorified bodies to be one with Him. This parallels the breath coming into the 
bodies in Ezek 37:10. 
 

• We need the resurrection power of God. Not just for our preferences, but for our rescue 
from death.  
 

• Death is already hunting you down. Death of relationships, death of faith, death of 
purpose, death of the body and ultimately death of your soul.  

 

• We need to be a church that doesn’t merely examine Jesus historically. We need to be a 
church that, you need to be a Christian, that calls for Jesus to rescue you!  
 

I want the power of God to move in your life. 
 
Next Steps:  
There I was, walking on the treadmill thinking of all the academic work I’m about to teach on 
and as I read the opening line my heart roared with a fresh hunger. I want the power of God to 
move in your life. 
 
I am no sorcerer. I don’t control God’s power. But I do believe in the power of God and I do 
believe he loves us.  
 
If you need the power of God to conquer a death that you are facing. Death of a friendship, 
death of your own hope and faith, death of your purpose or even a physical ailment. Today, 
let’s ask God to move on behalf of those who love him.  
 



“God I ask not for more information about you but you yourself. We want you.”  
 
Come forward for prayer.  
 
If God is speaking to you today do not leave without connecting with our team.  
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