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Introduction: 
This week we continue our series All In. This series is all about holistic stewardship. When you 
hear the word “stewardship” what probably comes to mind is money. Yes, the Biblical authors 
did talk about stewarding your resources, but they also talked a lot about stewarding all the 
other parts of your life. This series is about all these other places of stewardship. Two weeks 
ago we talked about stewarding your identity. You must be very aware of what you allow to 
define you. Last week we talked about stewarding your hardships. What the enemy meant for 
evil God can use for glorious good. This week we want to talk about stewarding your 
temptations.  
 
Opening Illustration: 
In college I did a little powerlifting. It was actually really fun. I would often have spiritual 
conversations with people while lifting.  One guy was a highly spiritual man who struggled with 
drug use. At first I felt spiritually on the same page with him. Over the few years we lifted 
together I discovered he picked and chose what to adhere to from the Bible. He liked some 
things and didn’t like others. The Bible was like a spiritual shopping mall. The consumer is in 
charge. Instead of working to understand or even just submit to hard verses he tossed them 
aside as irrelevant to him. Views on marriage and sexuality…old school don’t like that part. 
Views on Jesus healing people…that’s great!  
He both liked Jesus and wasn’t really Christian. Functionally he only submitted to his 
preferences, making himself god over all he observed. 
 
Let me put it another way.  
 
There is an important distinction between fans and followers of Jesus.  
 
The difference is in submission and lordship.  
 
Let me propose a thought: 
Your victory over sin is directly connected to what you submit to.  
 
To the Text: 
Col 2:6-15 NIV 
6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7 rooted 
and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with 
thankfulness.  
8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which 
depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on 
Christ.  



9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and in Christ you have been 
brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. 11 In him you were also 
circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole self ruled by the 
flesh  was put off when you were circumcised by Christ, 12 having been buried with him in 
baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in the working of God, who 
raised him from the dead.  
13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you 
alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of our legal 
indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the 
cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, 
triumphing over them by the cross. 
 

• To understand this we must go all the way back to the beginning of the human story. 
There was an Eden. The perfect place for humans. What do I mean by perfect place? 
Every appetite, from food to purpose, had its right and perfect match. Along came one 
they call “the accuser” and he doesn’t make a new food or job, he tells the humans that 
they should decide whether God’s rules should be obeyed or not. Think about it. Every 
devastation from every sin that humans have suffered stems from this one idea planted 
by Satan himself: You should put your preferences above God’s instructions.  
 

• The great temptation of the Colossians is viewing Christianity as being one option of 
many religious options. Many people were part Jewish, part Christian, and part of the 
many other polytheistic faith systems. The people of Colossi were creating a personal 
Frankenstein religion. Every time they cut some out of one and added from another 
they placed their preferences above Godly instruction. They didn’t see faith as 
obedience but ingredients.   

 
•  Paul literally says Christ stands alone as the way to life (vs.10). To conquer all the 

temptations that lead to death you must cut away, put down and bury every other life 
driver besides Christ (vs. 8-12). The more Christ becomes exclusive, the more you walk 
in freedom and victory (vs. 12-15). I think one of the most offensive things to people in 
Christianity is its exclusivity. This is what it means for God to be a jealous God (Ex.34:14). 
He is jealous not for his sake but for ours. His demand for exclusivity is our way to 
freedom.  
 
To quote the Mandalorian show: “This is the way.”  
 

• Here is the test to know if your journey is leading you away from temptation, sin and 
ultimately death. When you are brought to a clear teaching in scripture do you submit 
to it or go with your preferences? Who is lord in your heart? You or God?  

 
 
 
Final Thoughts: 



 
There I was standing in an old YMCA gym talking philosophy and theology with my weightlifting 
partner yet again. It’s amazing how much spiritual knowledge we had in common. With all this 
common knowledge we were divided by one core idea. We disagreed that his perspective and 
preferences were superior to the Bible. I was convinced that human cunning, even my own, was 
inferior to God and Scripture.  
 
Let me add...  
We all fail and victory in Jesus is a journey you can’t walk alone. The corporate gathering of 
believers is a constant meta theme in the Bible. (Prov. 27:17; Ecc. 4:10; Heb. 10:25; Prov. 15:22; 
Matt. 28:18)  
We often think the key to overcoming temptation is found in our inner strength. It’s actually 
found in rightly practiced humility before God and Godly people. 
 
Next Steps: 
To whom do you submit yourself and your desires to? 
Is there an area of your life you need to practice spiritual submission?  
 


