
All In  
Week 2 Steward your Hardship 
Mike Colaw 
 
Media Notes: 

• Insert the picture of my mother and father during the opening illustration.  
 

Introduction: 
This week we continue our series All In. This series is all about holistic stewardships. When you 
hear the word “stewardship” what probably comes to mind is money. Yes, the Biblical authors 
did talk about stewarding your resources, but they also talked a lot about stewarding all the 
other parts of your life. This series is about all these other places of stewardship. Last week we 
talked about stewarding your identity. You must be very aware of what you allow to define you. 
This week we want to talk about stewarding your hardships.  
 
Opening Illustration: 
Many of you already know my mom. I have a picture of her and my dad. She is an amazing lady. 
Like many in this room, she can get up, make herself look real pretty and go to work or come to 
a worship service. She puts on a smile and loves people really well. What many of you don’t 
know is that she has severe scoliosis. It’s a misalignment or curvature of the spine. Every day 
she deals with pain. The older I get the more I see it. Not that it’s worse for her, but I am finally 
paying attention. One of her physicians said it’s a miracle that she is as mobile as she is. Her 
pain is real and sometimes unrelenting. Many of you know what it’s like to have something like 
this. Many nights you don’t sleep well. Many days you can’t focus. Many things you wish you 
could do you just can’t do. Many of you have prayed continually for a situation to change and it 
hasn’t.  
I want you to know, I see you.  
 
Let’s go to the text.  
 
To the Text: 
Col 1:24-29 
24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in 
Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 25 of which I became a minister 
according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to make the word of God 
fully known, 26 the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. 27 To 
them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of 
this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone 
and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 29 For 
this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me. 1 
 
Remember from last week: 

 
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Col 1:24–29. 



• Paul knows hardship. He is old and his body is scarred from physical abuse (2 Cor. 
11:25). He has a chronic hardship he refers to as “his thorn” (2 Cor. 12:7-9). He was 
never married, rejected by his family, and now sits in prison awaiting a death sentence.  
 

• Paul does something unique over and over again. When he speaks of his pain, he also 
speaks of Christ’s understanding of it and Christ’s promises of heaven.  

 
• What does Paul’s obsession with Jesus’ suffering and work mean for us?  

o Even people God deeply loves can suffer.  
o Suffering can work to refine and aim a believer.   
o Your identity is not in your pain, it’s in God’s promises.  

§ There is a difference between accepting that life is hard and placing your 
identity in your hardship. Have you ever met someone who has been 
through a hard situation and it becomes their identity? They lean so far 
into their hurt that it becomes who they are. Their identity, relationships, 
everything about them revolves around their struggle.  

o Suffering doesn’t mean God abandoned you. God joins in our suffering.  
o Your current state is not your eternal state. The best is yet to come.  

§ Christians uniquely have an answer for suffering. The brokenness we see 
and experience is not the way it is supposed to be. We were made for 
Eden and long to be rescued into heaven. Every discontent heart on this 
planet deep down knows this. Even the most secular picket and riot 
because they do not accept the natural world they live in.  

 
Final Thoughts: 
 
My amazing mother.  
One of the greatest things about my mom is not found in her pain but through her pain. Every 
time the enemy works to discourage her, she, like Paul, turns to the truth that Jesus 
understands and that her best is yet to come. Pain didn’t make her smaller, it just made God 
bigger.  
 
Next Steps: 
What hardship do you need to steward?  
I want you to write it down and I want to pray over it with you.  
“Father, I pray that you would use this thing that the enemy may have meant for evil as a 
beating drum of the goodness of God and promises of heaven. Let this become the hope and 
promises of heaven. We pray for God sized hope!”  
 


