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Media Notes: 

• Picture of my grandfather, C.B. Colaw. 
• Picture of Paul in prison.  

 
Introduction: 
This week we begin a brand new series called “All In.” The prime objective is simply to 
introduce to the average Christian or non-Christian how committed Christians of past and 
present steward all the areas of their life.  
Here is what we are covering: 
Week 1: Steward your identity.  
Week 2: Steward your hardships. 
Week 3: Steward your temptations.  
Week 4: Steward your hope. 
Week 5: Steward your influence.  
Bonus: In our Made for More Podcast we will discuss stewarding your downtime/rest.  
 
Opening Illustration: 
Finding my identity.  
Talking with my Grandpa CB Colaw. (Put up a picture of C.B. Colaw)  
After about 10 years of ministry, I went through a really hard season. A number of my peers 
from Bible College had already dropped out of ministry and I was feeling the desire to walk 
away too. I was feeling it in two ways. First, I was really disappointed in church people. I guess I 
expected Christians to be less human and more mature. I knew that the church is a hospital for 
the sick and not a museum displaying the spiritually perfect. I guess I just didn’t expect the 
sickness of those in this spiritual hospital to affect me so much emotionally. The second was my 
disappointment in myself. I thought I was going to be a world changer. I even had a lady 
prophesy over me, that I would do great things. I found myself way too average and many of 
my amazing ministry ideas from college not working all that well in the real world.  
Bottom line: I was discouraged by imperfect church people and my lack of effectiveness.  
 
To the Text: 
Col 1:3–14 

3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 since we 
heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 5 because of 
the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the 
gospel, 6 which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing—
as it also does among you, since the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth, 
7 just as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of 
Christ on your behalf 8 and has made known to us your love in the Spirit.  



9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be 
filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so as to walk in 
a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 being strengthened with all power, according to his 
glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has 
qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 13 He has delivered us from the 
domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 1 

 
• These are the words of the Apostle Paul to a church he didn’t plant and spiritual 

grandchildren he had not met.  
• What about Paul? 

o He is in the latter days of his life sitting in a Roman prison. (Insert a picture of 
Paul in prison.)  

o He has scars from beatings. He was whipped and beaten for his faith. (2 Cor. 
11:25)  

o He spent years struggling with a personal hardship. He even frequently prayed 
for God to take it away (2 Cor. 12:7-9). Some think it was epilepsy, some say he 
had very poor eyesight, some think it may have been emotional, we don’t know. 
All we know is he suffered.  

o He was never married, rejected by his own family, and now sits in a pit as an old 
man in chains awaiting death.  

 
• Notice the opening lines in this letter from this man who was well acquainted with the 

good and bad in life.  
o He is always grateful. He chooses/practices a heart of gratitude.   
o He is in constant prayer for others.  
o He is all about legacy. He loves the next generation of Christians and deeply 

wants their ministry endeavors to succeed.  
o Most importantly, He keeps his eyes and heart on the promises of Christ.  Paul is 

obsessed with Jesus. Right after this section of Scripture Paul is going to go into a 
long poem about the preeminence of Christ.  

 
Illustration: 
There I was sitting with my grandpa. The man before me personally knows physical hardship, 
years of ministry success and failures. He knows what it’s like to feel deep disappointment by 
church people and even church leadership. He is literally a well weathered leader in a bruised 
and battered old failing body. As I came to vent about all my hardships, he did something really 
interesting. Like many other older mature leaders, he took my attention off of my work. The 
good and bad. He took my attention off of the people that frustrate me and began our 
conversation by pointing to the faithfulness of Jesus. 

 
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Col 1:3–14. 



Immature leaders are obsessed with what they have done or could do. Their identity and worth 
are in their hands. Mature Christian leaders are hyper obsessed with what Christ has done and 
will do. Their identity is in Christ’s hands.  
 Dream big dreams! This is the maturation of self-worth. Self-worth moves from your hands to 
His.  
 
There is a divine exchange that happens as we mature in Christ. We release our worth and hope 
from our hands into the hands of Jesus. This is often a painful process. It is also one of the most 
freeing things we will experience.  
 
Hope most in Christ’s work and promises.  
 
Be obsessed with Jesus.  
 
Next Steps: 
Follow the regret and bitterness that may be in you.  
What things do you still hold tight in your hands that you know you need to release into his?  
 


