
When in Doubt 
Mike Colaw 
Week 6 – “An Offensive Tool against Doubt: Wait Well”  
Matthew 11:1-19 

Review: 
Over the last few weeks we have talked about doubt through the eyes of spiritual giants like 
Thomas, John the Baptist and others. We learned that doubt doesn’t mean you have to rebel 
against your faith. We examined how these spiritual giants struggled because of lack of 
perceived evidence, times of weariness and seasons of pain and suffering. Today I acknowledge 
that some give up because they are tired of waiting.  

• We grow weary of waiting for a spouse.  
• We grow weary of waiting to be well.  
• We grow weary of waiting for a job. 
• We grow weary of waiting. 

Big Idea: 
How do we combat the doubt that comes from waiting on God?  
Learn to wait well.  

Opening Illustration: 
Seeing isn’t always believing, understanding is.  
My brother is huge. Not in the way that most people say they have a friend, cousin, or brother 
that lifts weights and is big. I mean my brother benches 500lbs clean and has a full 6 pack at 
260lbs of body weight.  Growing up my children knew uncle Charles was big but the actual rarity 
wasn’t understood until my boys started lifting weights themselves. The more they learn about 
lifting, the more they know what is considered “strong,” the more they really begin to see how 
rare their uncle is. He is so far above the normal line. In all my years of ministry, a very public job, 
I have only met one other person who was truly stronger. My boys become more and more in 
awe as they understand more and more about exercise and fitness. With knowledge comes 
humility. This is also true of us with God. Those that minimize him are those that don’t actually 
get it. The more you study God, his attributes and who He is he just appears bigger and bigger. 
Not because He is actually growing, but because we are seeing Him for who he really is more and 
more.  
  
Even in the scripture it is often the seekers, those seeking deeper and deeper understanding, 
that see God.  
 

To the Text 
Acts 2:1-8 



“When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there 
came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they 
were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 
gave them utterance. Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every 
nation under heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, 
because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. And they were amazed and 
astonished, saying, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, 
each of us in his own native language?” 
 

• Before we mine into the meat of this let’s pause and be aware of how long these people 
had been waiting. In our culture we want God to reveal Himself the way we want him to 
right now. It doesn’t work that way. The seekers in this text had journeyed countless 
times to Jerusalem seeking God. The scripture called them “devout men from every 
nation under heaven.” Time after time they traveled and called out. Then one day 
everything changed.  

  
• God gives promises, not time tables.  

• God gave Abraham a promise, not a time table.  
• God promised the Messiah and for thousands of years they waited for Him. 
• God promised Jesus will come again.  And today we wait. 

  
• This begs a great question:  Why does God allow us to wait so long?  

o It could be the shaping of our hearts. Internal development needs to happen.  
o It could be the shaping of our culture. External development needs to happen.  
o It could be that we don’t really understand what we are asking for and He just 

says “no” to our request.  
o It could be that He has a better way in mind.  
o Honestly, we don’t know. 

  
• We are all brought to a place of trust. 

 

• This week I had a chance to sit down with my grandmother, my last living grandparent. 
She is amazing. She was married for 58 years, has served in ministry, seen about every 
hardship you can imagine and still sits in peace. How you may ask? I was curious, so I 
asked.  
Here is the crazy thing that hit me.  All of life is a waiting, but in this waiting we can wait 
well.  
My Grandmother’s advice for the heart of one in waiting.   

o Refuse to live with an offended heart. Live forgiveness even before you feel it.  
o Choose to love well. Receive the Love of Christ and offer it to others.  
o Choose to listen well. Joining in the story of others is so important.  
o Don’t helicopter parent. Let kids play!  



Final Thoughts: 
Over the last few weeks we have talked about doubt through the eyes of spiritual giants like 
Thomas, John the Baptist and others. We learned that doubt doesn’t mean you have to rebel 
against your faith. We examined how these spiritual giants struggled because of lack of 
perceived evidence, times of weariness and seasons of pain and suffering. Today I acknowledge 
that some give up because they are tired of waiting.  

• We grow weary of waiting for a spouse.  
• We grow weary of waiting to be well.  
• We grow weary of waiting for a job. 
• We grow weary of waiting. 

 
Remember: God gives promises, not time tables.  

• God gave Abraham a promise not a time table.  
• God promised the Messiah and for thousands of years they waited for Him. 
• God promised Jesus will come again.  And today we wait. 

 
Waiting on God is active in two primary ways.  

• It is a place of faithfulness with what you have already been given responsibility over.  
• It is a place of growing relationship. The deeper you grow with God the more you align 

with His will for your life. Seeing isn’t believing, understanding is. Spiritual understanding 
is relational.  

 

Next Steps Cards: 
What are you waiting for God to fulfill or make right?  
How can you wait well? 
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