
When in Doubt 
Mike Colaw 
Week 4 – “When Suffering Causes Doubt”  
Matthew 11:1-19 
 
Announcements: 

• Get the annual report. 

• Starting in June we will be going to two services here, times are 9 and 11. We will have 
one service at 10:00 at East Fishers.  The speaker will be the same at all 3. 

Big Idea: 
Tested faith isn’t failed faith.  

Opening Illustration: 
In the book Perelandra C.S. Lewis does a type of reenactment of Eve in the Garden of Eden. It’s 
a story that tries to depict how Satan works to break us. When we think of “evil” we often think 
of powerful dark forces, orcs marching out of Mordor or German concentration camps.  Yes 
these are evil, but often the fight is much more subtle and easy to miss. Lewis paints this scene 
where the woman (the “Eve” of this planet) faces spiritual warfare. The enemy knows he can’t 
win by a full-frontal assault. The attack must be subtle.  He begins to tell her it’s okay to think 
about things you can’t have. That’s not the same as doing wrong. The enemy also tells the 
woman over and over again in many different ways, “Children are not enough.” He just 
whispers repeatedly that there is more and she is missing out on something even better, 
knowing his goal is not at first to get her to act but just think about what she could be missing 
out on and to dwell on it a lot. Over and over again the enemy draws her mind to what she 
could be missing out on. Over and over again he reminds her that thinking about it isn’t actually 
wrong. He is shaping her mind to dwell wrongly long before he pushes her to act.  
 
Have you noticed it’s almost always those little thoughts that just keep at us that ultimately 
lead us to places we really don’t want to go? Places of doubt, places of fear, places where we 
think the only way out is for us to act on our own behalf, almost always in a way that hurts 
another.  
 
What “little” ideas weaken you spiritually? 
 
This week I listened to a lecture by Dr. John Piper where he addresses the lies that the current 
adult generations face. The lies stand in the way of the progress of the Gospel by generation. By 
Dr. John Piper  
 

• 18-40 –  The lie: Any conflict is evil, or politically correct cowardice. 
o This is the group that uses political correctness as an excuse not to evangelize. It 

is actually cowardice veiled by political correctness.  Phrases like, “We want 



people to know what we are for, not what we are against,” may sound good, but 
are you sharing this as a way to abdicate yourself from speaking Biblical truth?  

• I think of a young lady who was living a rough life. She went and visited a 
pastor who did nothing but say, “I understand.” She shared with me that 
she was on a journey to figure out what truth was and at the politically 
correct church she visited she couldn’t find any real truth to follow.  She 
actually WANTED to be convicted by the truth. 

 
• 40-60 – The lie: When I am fulfilled and happy then I can help others become fulfilled 

too, or unquenchable consumption.  
o This is the group that is desperately and constantly trying to earn more to 

consume more. This consumption is bleeding into many other facets of life. We 
gorge on food as“foodies,” we gorge on TV through “binge watching,” we take 
vacations to the most elaborate places possible.  Our appetites our 
unquenchable.  
 

• 60 and up – The lie: I worked so hard for so long I deserve it, or the creep of acceptable 
comfort.  

o We have grown weary of doing good and don’t want any more discomfort. 
Safety and scarcity are the fears.  

 
What little ideas or fears wear you down? 
 
If you are sitting here thinking, I am guilty! Know I am too. I see the weaknesses of each of the 
age groups in myself. Here is the beautiful thing. God loves us even in our weakness, even in 
our doubts. He still reaches out to us. 
 
With this in mind let’s go to the text.  

To the Text 
Matthew 19-11:1  ESV 

When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and 
preach in their cities. Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word 
by his disciples and said to him, "Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?" 
And Jesus answered them, "Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight 
and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the 
poor have good news preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by me." As 
they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: "What did you go out into 
the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? A man 
dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. What then 
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it 
is written, 'Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before 
you.' Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John 
the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days 



of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take 
it by force. For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, and if you are willing to 
accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. He who has ears to hear, let him hear. But to what shall I 
compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their 
playmates, 'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did 
not mourn.' For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon.' The Son 
of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend 
of tax collectors and sinners!' Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds." 

ESV 19-11:1 Matthew  
 

• Now [John] sat in Antipas’ filthy prison. He had expected this. Prophets who rebuke sinful 
kings usually do not fare well. Unfortunately, he had not been an exception. Herodias 
wanted him dead. John could see no reason why she would be denied her wish. What he 
hadn’t expected was to be tormented by such oppressive doubts and fears. Since the 
Jordan, John had not doubted that Jesus was the Christ. But stuck alone in this putrid cell 
he was assaulted by horrible, accusing thoughts. -John Bloom, DesiringGod.com 

• Note that going through doubt when you are suffering doesn’t make you less of a 
Christian. Jesus literally says, “Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has 
arisen no one greater than John.” 
 

• What about you? What little ideas does the enemy use to come at you? Especially when 
you are discouraged or down. 
 

• The attacks from the enemy almost always come when we are tired, lonely or hungry. 
o Tired: You are exhausted or worn down.  
o Lonely: You feel or are isolated.   
o Hungry: You have an appetite that tempts you.  

 

• Notice how Jesus and John respond to this struggle: 
o Jesus pulls John back to scripture. Know Scripture. 
o John turns to Jesus in his doubt. Be aware of where you lean when you are in 

doubt. Do you lean into Christ and His people or away from them?  

Next Steps: 
Pause today and remember.  

"Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers 
are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news 
preached to them.” Matthew 11:5 

• What promises of God are you hanging on to?  

• Write down what God has done in your life.  
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