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Good morning.  

 

Prayer update and pastoral prayer and then 

INTRODUCTION with some personal history and 

information leading to this transition to the message.  

TRANSITION: 

With that in mind, please consider the church that God 

launched at Philippi and Paul’s letter to the church: 

1. First, notice the UNLIKELY CHURCH PLANTER 

WITH A UNIQUE CALL – whom God chose for the 

launch. 

• When we first meet Paul, we meet him as “Saul” in 

Acts 7. 

• He is a young man, Scholars believe he is probably 

30ish and rising in prominence within the Jewish 

religious inner circle.  

• After Stephen firmly rebukes these religious leaders 

for claiming to look for messiah and then murdering 

Him when He arrives, Stephen becomes the first 

martyr of the Church. They murder Stephen by 

stoning, and lay their garments at Saul’s feet during 

the horrible ordeal 

• Saul was a Pharisee and teacher of the law 

• In his zeal for God and His ways, Saul believed that 

honoring God included rooting out this heresy about 

Jesus, known as “The Way.” 
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• So, he went from city to city with the authority to 

arrest Christ followers 

• Many, undoubtedly, became martyrs as well. 

• Saul had the same intense religious fervor and zeal 

as some from ISIS in the middle east, violently 

protecting, what they believe to be God’s honor and 

name from blasphemy 

• Saul shows up next in Acts 9 

• You can read about his miraculous encounter with 

the living Christ and his conversion. 

• Jesus blinds Saul w a bright light that knocks him to 

the ground 

• For 3 days, Saul is blinded 

• Then, God leads a Jesus follower named Ananias to 

go to Saul, pray over him and restore sight 

• The next step is to present Saul to the disciples in 

Jerusalem 

• As you can imagine, with his reputation, some were 

undoubtedly skeptical! 

• But, a man named Barnabas comes alongside, 

defends him, encourages and, most likely, mentors 

Saul – who now becomes Paul 

• God anoints Paul to bring the great news of Jesus to 

the non-Jewish (Gentile) world 

• ILLUSTRATION 

ALFRED BERNHARD 

• Perhaps you’ve heard of the Swedish chemist from 

the late 1800’s. 

• Alfred Bernhard was a BRILLIANT inventor who made 

several important contributions to science. 
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• He held 355 patents 

•  He invented dynamite in 1867.It was easier & safer 

to handle than nitroglycerin. He originally wanted to 

name it “safety powder,” but settled on the name 

Dynamite, from the Greek word for POWER. It was 

patented in used extensively in mining. 

• But, as you can imagine, humans soon found that 

this new explosive power could be harnessed to kill 

and destroy others in war. That, combined with the 

fact that Alfred Bernhard also owned a company that 

produced cannons and other armaments, set into 

motion a unique twist in history. 

• Let me explain: 

• In 1888, Alfred’s brother, Ludwig, died.  

• Several international newspapers mistakenly 

reported that it was Alfred who died. 

• One French newspaper even reported, “THE 

MERCHANT OF DEATH HAS DIED!” 

• It went on to say, “Dr. Alfred ___, who became rich 

by finding ways to kill more people faster than ever 

before, died yesterday." 

• Appalled at the idea that he would be remembered in 

this way, Alfred Bernhard NOBEL decided that after 

he died, his estate would donate the majority of his 

wealth to establish the Nobel Prize.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dynamite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nitroglycerin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Prize
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•  – ALFRED BERNHARD NOBEL 1 

• Saul, a persecutor of the church, became Paul, an 

apostle to the Gentiles. This was even MORE 

UNLIKELY than the inventor of dynamite becoming 

associated with a world-renowned award for Peace 

and progress 

Let me take just a moment and give some background 

on this unlikely church planter’s unique call.  
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• ACTS 16 

• In a dream, a man from Macedonia (present day 

Europe) begs Paul to come and share the message 

• Paul and Silas go to a place called Philippi 

• The city of Philippi is considered a “little Rome” 

because many Roman soldiers retired here. 

• Roman pride, arrogance and nationalism ran deep in 

Philippi – possibly even more so than other cities in 

the empire 

• The culture of Philippi 

o Kindness was viewed as weakness 

o To show mercy is to show a flawed character 

• God leads P & S to go there – You find the complete 

story of this church plant in Acts 16 

• Upon their arrival, Paul and Silas head to the river to 

find a place of prayer 

• At the place of prayer, they meet Lydia, a deeply 

devoted “God fearer” who is rich, from dealing in fine 

linens 

• God uses this rich woman, the first convert in Philippi 

as a catalyst for the church in Philippi 

• As P & S continually head to the place of prayer, 

near the river, a slave girl who is twice bound, once 

by human bonds – as a slave – and once in intense 

spiritual bondage through demon possession – 

continues to shout out after them 

• Finally, P & S command the demon to leave 

• This creates a problem, because the demon allowed 

this girl to predict future events and make her 

owners wealthy 



 

6 

 

• The owners complain 

• AND, since Rome considered disturbing the peace to 

be a considerable crime  

• P & S are arrested, beaten, and thrown into a 

dungeon – dark, probably stinky, possibly bug and or 

rat infested, their feet fastened in stocks 

• Then, while they sing songs of praise in the middle of 

the night, God casts off their chains through an 

earthquake 

• The jailer (convinced that the prisoners escaped) 

prepared to end his own life when P & S cry out. 

• The jailer and his household are saved 

• P & S soon leave 

 

2. THIS leads next to the UNEXPECTED CORE GROUP 

for the church plant in Philippi 

Think about it, God used a wealthy businesswoman as a 

key supporter of Paul and Silas and their ministry to 

launch Christianity in Europe! Not a bad start. But, follow 

on. 

Alongside her, we have a formerly demon possessed 

slave girl, delivered from demons and a Roman soldier 

now serving as a jailer, probably a very rough and violent 

man who was in charge of prisoners of the Empire – and 

the jailer’s family. 

This might not represent the exact core group you’d 

choose to launch a new work in a new country/continent. 

Acts 16 closes this way: 
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“After Paul and Silas came out of prison, they went to 

Lydia’s house, where they met with the brothers and 

sisters and encouraged them. Then they left.” Acts 16:40 

That’s the launch team for First Church of God in Philippi. 

It’s not exactly the “dream team” that someone might 

pick, but the Sovereign Lord picked them, and the church 

flourished! 

Later, Paul is once again in prison, this time in Rome and 

he writes to the church in Philippi. Most likely, he had 

been back a time or 2 and he certainly appointed 

companions to train and lead the believers at Philippi. 

Now, Paul pens: 

• Scholars believe this is his most personal and 

pastoral of all Paul’s letters 

• He writes from prison – most likely chained to a 

guard 

Everything about the start of the church in Philippi is 

messy. In our culture, we don’t like messy! We like tidy, 

we like ordered, predictable – even controllable. We 

study demographics, conduct personality inventories and 

work diligently to choose the right person and core team 

to move out into God’s work. 

Paul’s letter to the Philippian believers has several key 

themes, I want to challenge us to consider 1 main and 

overriding thought that seems embodied in each theme: 

SURRENDER THE IDOL OF TIDY AND EMBRACE THE 

MESSY 
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With that in mind, let’s focus for the remainder of our 

time on the major themes for this message’s purpose of 

giving an overview of the book: 

INVITE BAND UP 

• Surrender the Idol of tidy and embrace the messy by 

radiating Defiant Joy –  

o Philippians is often called the epistle of joy 

because the theme runs throughout. 

o Paul challenges believers to remain joyful IN 

SPITE of circumstances – now that’s messy. 

o This joy is far deeper than simple happiness – 

and it settles into the very core of our selves 

and holds, even when everything around is in 

chaos. Paul and Silas understood this. It’s why 

they could sing at midnight in prison after being 

beaten (unjustly).   

• Surrender the Idol of tidy and embrace the messy by 

modeling true citizenship and following the example 

of the MODEL Citizen or perfect “Adam,” (Jesus) 

o At the end of chapter one and the beginning of 

chapter 2, Paul reminds us that our citizenship is 

to a higher authority than Rome and then in 

chapter 2, he explains how Jesus models this 

entirely 

o “Life as citizens should be consistent with the 

good news about the Messiah”2  
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o It means that, as an ambassador of a “higher 

country,” if the nation where I reside champions 

behaviors, attitudes and actions contrary to my 

true citizenship, I surrender the idol of tidy – 

recognizing that I embrace the messy of living 

out Kingdom values. Paul reminds us that living 

out the Kingdom culture opens the door of 

possible persecution and suffering, just like 

Jesus faced. 

• Call to unity & perseverance 

o be of one mind 

o Do everything without grumbling (evidently, 

there was some) 

o Pleads for Euodia and Syntyche to agree in the 

Lord 

o Unity is NOT the absence of conflict, but the 

presence of a reconciling spirit 

o This is the same Paul who had such a sharp 

disagreement with his mentor, Barnabas, that 

they went separate ways, each with a new 

sidekick and the Kingdom benefited 

o Surrender the idol of tidy that thinks unity 

means we never conflict or disagree. Let’s 

embrace the messy that a reconciling spirit is far 

more valuable than simply trying to keep things 

civil and peaceful 



 

10 

 

o Notice that Paul implies that the Body of Christ 

has a role in helping broker this unity 

o Finding the things that are most important and 

move forward on that 

o Keep the main thing – the main thing 

NEXT STEPS: 

 

For more on Philippians , see the Bible Project overview 

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Nobel 

2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oE9qqW1-BkU 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Nobel
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oE9qqW1-BkU

