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1.	Introduction	to	my	garden	design	

“DREAMS	AND	FANTASIES”	
 

History	of	Lindfield		
The history of the town is on full displayed in its streets; the half-mile stretch of 
lime-tree lined road is certainly impressive. It was the limes, which gave 
Lindfield its name, 'open land with lime trees'.   
 
The first mention of Lindfield was in 765 AD, when the Saxon King Ealdwulf 
granted land here for the construction of a Minster church.  The Archbishop of 
Canterbury later held the manor.  The town was granted a market charter and 
the right to hold two annual fairs by Edward III in 1343 which carried on for 
centuries after, and the Lindfield sheep fair became one of the most active in 
the county.  All Saints Church is a 13th century gothic landmark, located at 
the top of the High Street on what may have been the site of the Minster 
according to the Lindfield History Project Group. Its walls are adorned by 
shimmering Victorian stained glass.   
 
The High Street is lined with historic buildings - an attractive mix of half-
timber, later Jacobean, Georgian and Victorian styles. Old Place, one of the 
more interesting buildings, is thought to have been built as a country cottage 
for Elizabeth I. (Elizabeth I was Queen of England and Ireland from 17 
November 1558 until her death on 24 March 1603. Sometimes called the 
Virgin Queen, Gloriana or Good Queen Bess, Elizabeth was the last of the 
five monarchs of the House of Tudor.)  
 
Next to Old Place is another intriguing cottage thought to have been used as 
a hunting lodge by Henry VIII. Who was Henry VIII? Henry Tudor (June 28, 
1491 to January 28, 1547) was the king of England from 1509 until his death 
in 1547. The son of Henry VII of England and Elizabeth York, Henry became 
king of England following the death of his father. He married six times, 
beheading two of his wives, and was the main instigator of the English 
Reformation. His only surviving son, Edward VI, succeeded him after his 
death. 

What	is	a	garden?		
This is a question that is simultaneously very easy and very hard to answer. 
Versailles is certainly a garden but so is the backyard of the family Collins 
living at 27, Beckworth Lane in Lindfield. Louis the XIV used Versailles to 
impress his friends and intimidate his enemies. We use our gardens to grow 
plants, read in the shade, play games with our children and eat outdoors. But 
beyond these more or less mundane activities the garden is, most potently, 
the place of refuge from a busy and noisy world; a garden is a place to create 
a poetic image that appeals deeply to our imagination. There is always hope 
that in our gardens we may be ourselves more completely than in any other 
setting, the 'spirit of the garden'.  Best of all, the garden is a medium of artistic 
creativity of unique power and expressiveness. Gardens are among the most 
complex of all visual works of art. Unlike paintings and sculptures a garden is 
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changeable, they change all the time and delight us with their variety. In the 
long term even the longest-lived plants must die, and from month to month 
their appearance is affected by the changing seasons.  
 

I will therefore endeavour to create a garden 
which keeps on giving every season and which 
gives the owners of the house a sense of well 
being. A place 'where a soul's at ease' is the 
golden thread that will link the plants, textures and 
colours of this garden.  
 
When looking back at the historical provenance of 
Lindfield I will draw my inspiration for the garden 
project in 27, Beckworth Lane from Jacobean, 
Georgian and Victorian to Japanese Zen styles.  
 
The Jacobean style is the second phase of 
Renaissance architecture in England, following 

the Elizabethan style.  It is named after King James I of England, with whose 
reign (1603–1625 in England) it is associated. At the start of James' reign 
there was little stylistic break in architecture, as Elizabethan trends continued 
their development.  

 
By the mid 17th century Stuart England had fallen 
in love with the French garden, more stylish and 
sophisticated than the Tudor style. The knot 
garden, later on named the 'parterres' because of 
the French influence, was my starting point.  
 
 

 

Conclusion	
My historical research traced the development of garden design influences 
and leads me a personal garden style related to 'dreams and fantasies', a 
place where 'a soul is at ease' and where one can find relaxation and 
contemplation. I took the visual partitioning of the formal garden and 
developed it into circular, both formal and informal, zones where children and 
pets can reign freely. The knot garden Buxus hedge has been eliminated 
because of the invasion of the box hedge caterpillars that are devouring the 
Buxus hedge. 
The resulting concept is like a Japanese Zen garden, which is a formal style, 
with its focus on detail and with a respect to everyday objects found in nature. 
Paths, groups of stones and pots, fences and bridges are common in 
Japanese gardens. Emphasis is placed on simplicity and fluidity rather than 
on an abundance of plants. 
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2.	Site	evaluation	

	

Introduction	

The property is located in West Sussex in the UK with a cool temperate 
climate however the summer of 2019 has been hot up to 38 degrees. The 
orientation of the house facing the garden is north facing  

The clients are a late middle-aged couple with one dog and one cat, they 
have grandchildren on the way. 

• They are interested in using the garden for the following activities: 
• An outdoor eating and entertaining space for friends and family 
• An outdoor play area for future grandchildren  
• A relaxation and reading area 
• Some plants and colour but it must be low maintenance and with no 

vegetables. 

Both function and aesthetics are important but at the moment the garden is 
just about function; a place to eat and sit outside when the weather is clement 
and it is not an aesthetically pleasing green area.   

There is a bit of an eyesore when it comes to the storage facilities currently 
under the kitchen window.  Fire wood and summer furniture will need a new 
storage solution. 

Future buyers of the house might well have children because there are three 
small bedrooms upstairs. 

In terms of style, the clients have expressed a possible blend of formal when 
viewing the garden from the house but more informal towards the back of the 
house. 
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The architectural style of the house is a semi-detached house with an 
extension built in 2004.  It is a typical suburban house, which is why I choose 
to use this property to redesign the garden and add more character and 
cachet so it is an uplifting experience when the family can enjoy the sunshine. 

The environmental surroundings consist of similar houses with similar 
architectural styles and gardens.  Often there are families living in the 
neighbourhood and they have trampolines and swing sets.  There is a school 
right behind the garden and it gets very noisy at play time and lunch 
times.  There are also huge trees at the back of the garden which wave 
around in the wind.  I am afraid the trees have grown too tall for this suburban 
environment.	

Areas	to	keep	

• The hard-scaping near the kitchen door: the French sliding doors give 
easy access between the kitchen and outdoor eating area.  This is a 
shaded north facing area.  

• The BBQ and wood storage area. 
• The wall on the west side near the house is quite a nice feature and 

should be cleaned up.   
• ‘Whirly gig’ area for drying washing.  
• The hedge on the west side of the house needs to be kept and the 

reasonably new pale wooden fence on the north end needs to be kept 
and maintained, maybe oiled and protected for the winter.  

• The established trees on the west and the smaller tree on the north 
side.  

• The low white concrete wall next to the new pine fence has to be kept. 
• The round glass table and four chairs on the patio near the kitchen can 

be kept and repainted. 

Objects	to	be	removed		

• The stump of the beach tree at the far north corner of the garden and 
the logs of wood need to be taken away and stored properly. 

• Wood storage  
• The plastic box at the west side of the house. 
• The two BBQ's.   
• The remaining garden furniture. 

Additional	areas		

The grass area should be kept free from dog shit by allocating an area at the 
end of the garden, which is safe and degradable for dog pooh.  The dog 
needs to do her business early morning and late evening, just like in the 
parks, an allocated area acting as a dog toilet is required.   
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3.	Design	style 
	

	



	 7	
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4.	Mood	board	

	
1. Fermob Luxembourg table 165 x 100 jardin NZ. 
2. Four Fermob Luxembourg chairs with armrests in Blue Acapulco. 
3. Five Greek large terracotta vases, Pots and Pithoi  The Barns, East St, 

Turners Hill, Crawley UK 
4. Antique stained glass window, purchased from Switzerland, inspired by 

the historical research I conducted about Lindfield. 
5. Planting and flowers (See list of planting scheme plan) 
6. Hard-scaping: Path and Patio, stepping stones black and slate grey 

with rounded edges irregular natural shapes, some larger sizes, also 
used as steps.  Brand: Robert Crum.  

7. Hard-scaping gravel to place between the spherical flower, patio and 
grass beds.  Pale medium sized gravel Rock, Rock, Rock 
by turbosquid.com 

8. Soft-scaping: Chamomile grass for circular grassed areas.  We 
need two varieties of lawn chamomile: 
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a. Treneague - Chamaemelum nobile ‘Treneague’ for the circular 
areas. 

b. Dwarf - Chamaemelum nobile dwarf for the areas between the 
stepping stones. 

Both varieties are very low growing – a great advantage over flowering 
chamomile lawns and those sown with chamomile seed as they 
produce tall flower spikes that need to be cut regularly throughout the 
summer.  www.camomilelawns.co.uk 

9. Dog toilet zone, top dog turf, limestone with no stick stones, true grit 
and zero stop.  www.topdogturf.co.uk  

 

Additional objects not shown: 

BBQ, new model by Weber, family size Art.no. IP093632  Manufacturer 
no. 62016194. 

Burning stove Wood and garden furniture storage boxes, weather proof 
x2.  Garden Trading Aldsworth Outdoor Storage Box, Large - 
Spruce by Garden Trading. 

Outdoor Lighting Dedon Based in Stephen Burks.  Treated marble flexible 
and durable.  Villa-Schmidt.de  

	
	
	
	
	 	



	 10	

5.	Spatial	planning	
	
Plan 1 Plan 2 Plan 3 
	

	
Plan 1 Plan 2 Plan 3 
There will be symmetry 
and easy flow around the 
garden, the garden will 
have multi purposes; a 
place to relax, eat, for 
entertaining family and 
friends, a future play area 
for grandchildren.  The 
first part will be formal 
because we will create a 
visual 3D harmony and 
balance in the overall 
composition of the garden. 

I have taken into account 
the view from the house 
and the garden is off 
centre to the view because 
the two entrances to the 
garden are on opposite 
side of the house.	

This garden will offer a 
visual aesthetic pleasure 
when looking out of the 
house or looking towards 
the house. The garden will 
be dissected in equal parts 
but not necessarily square 
or rectangular parts, more 
circular and flowing but 
creating balance and 
harmony. 
 The rule of third is 
apparent but not in straight 
lines but in circular 
shapes.	
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6.	Landscaping	floor	plan	
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7.	Perspective	drawing	
	

	

	
	
	 	



	 13	

8.	Planting	Scheme	Plan	
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No. Plant details Sun/shade Picture 

8 TULBAGHIA VIOLACEA.  

Dainty flowers appear above a clump of 
garlic-scented leaves.  Fares best in a 
warm area with free-draining soil. 

 

 

10 EUPATORIUM 'PURPLE BUSH'.   

A good eupatorium to chose when space 
is tight, reaching 1,5 m tall with heads of 
fluffy purple flowers. 

 

 

7 STIPA ICHA  

Peruvian feather grass.  An innovative 
planting scheme of low-maintenance 
grass at the end of the garden will hide 
the dog toilet.  

 

 

11 RAMBLING ROSIE,  

A short repeat-flowering rambler grows 
up to 2.5 metres tall. 
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1 HYDRANGEA.   

A shade loving plants from the Victorian 
era.  

They prefer full sun in the morning, with 
some afternoon shade; 

 

 

 

2 AZALEAS 

A good location is where they receive 
either dappled sun all day or sun in the 
morning and light shade in the 
afternoon. 

 

 

 

5 Espaliered fruit trees against the south 
facing fence at the end of the garden. 

 

 

4 YUCCA filamentosa 
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6 AUTUMN JOY (sédum)  

 

 

3 CHAMOMILE GRASS to fit between 
triangular stone paths and steps 

 

 

9 Lavendar 	
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9.	Critique	of	the	design	proposal	

I have not added too much of my own will or style as to make sure I 
responded to the clients needs and not my own.   

I have also taken into account aspects that the clients overlooked.  For 
example there is a lot of grass at the moment in their current garden but it has 
suffered from the recent heat waves, from the long periods of absence of the 
owners and the lack of time they have available to cut the lawn and water the 
plants.   

I have maximised the exposure of the sun as it passes throughout the day, 
matching this up with the allocated patio area and the varieties of plants 
chosen.  

All the zones requested by the client have been included such as the need for 
privacy from the neighbours and the necessity for a toilet for the dog at the 
back of the garden has been taken into account. 

The garden is quite large and as a designer it is my duty to maximise the 
space and utilise the most functional and purposeful use of the space. I have 
done this in a creative way by adding interest and variety within the different 
zones.   

The zones are in the right place. Most critical is the cooking area near the 
kitchen, storage of garden equipment near the house to protect from the 
elements, and storage for wood near the house to save the client having to 
walk across the garden in wintertime.   

There is a free flowing passage through the garden connected with original 
steps and slightly different height levels.   

I have hidden the utility zones, under the windows and also in wooden 
weather proof boxes.  Most of the large garden furniture and garden utensils 
can be better stored in the garage at the back of the house. 

All the zones will be seen from the house making it an interesting play of 
colour, light, height and texture.  Nothing needs to be hidden from view 
because as a designer I have considered both form and function.   

 


